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230  A  HISTORY  OF  DUNSTER.     ch.  vii. 

in  which  Parliamentary  elections  were  conducted  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  One  fact  worthy  of  remark  is 
that  the  different  contests  at  Minehead  were  waged 
on  personal  and  local  issues,  with  little  regard  to 
wider  questions  of  national  policy.  In  the  whole  cor- 
respondence about  elections,  there  is  no  mention  of 
Whig  or  Tory,  and  there  are  very  few  allusions  to 
the  leaders  of  the  rival  factions  at  Westminster. 

After  the  death  of  Alexander  Luttrell  in  1737,  Sir 
William  Codrington  and  Thomas  Carew  of  Crow- 
combe  seem  to  have  been  successively  returned  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  interest  of  Dunster  Castle. 
The  other  seat  was  occupied  successively  by  Francis 
Whitworth  of  Leyborne,  in  Kent,  who  had  property 
at  Blackford  near  Minehead,  and  John  Periam,  a 
Somersetshire  squire  of  comparatively  small  estate. 
The  franchise  was  vested  in  those  parishioners  of 
Minehead  and  Dunster  who  were  '  pot-boilers,  '  or 
resident  householders,  in  the  borough  of  Minehead, 
which  consisted  of  the  three  tithings  of  Minehead, 
Alcombe  and  Staunton,  the  receipt  of  alms  of  any  sort 
being  almost  the  only  disqualification.  Carew  and 
Periam  were  the  two  representatives  of  the  borough 
at  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  Margaret  Luttrell,  the 
heiress  of  Dunster. 

On  the  19th  of  March  1747,  Charles  Whitworth, 
son  of  the  late  Member,  wrote  to  Henry  Fownes 
Luttrell  from  St.  James's  Place  in  London,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  From  the  acquaintance  I  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
with  you  in  the  West,  I  take  the  liberty  to  congratulate  you 
upon  your  nuptials,  and  at  the  same  time  to  felicitate  you  as 
Lord  of  Dunster,  which  as  it  undoubtedly  gives  you  a 
Natural  Interest  in  the  borough  of  Minehead,  I  thought  it 
due  to  the  civility  that  subsisted  between  the  two  families  to 
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make  this  ofFer  to  be  upon  the  same  footing  with  you  as  my 
father  was  with  the  late  Mr.  Luttrel,  and  since  his  decease 
with  that  family's  interest. 

"  The  situation  of  Minehead  induces  the  inhabitants  therof 
to  make  choice  of  their  Members  the  one  upon  the  Natural 
Interest  and  the  other  upon  that  which  may  be  serviceable 
to  them.  It  was  upon  this  footing  they  approved  of  Mr. 
Luttrel  and  my  father,  and  since  my  father's  death  both  by 
publick  and  private  benefits  I  flatter  myself  I  have  maintained 
that  interest  as  entirely  as  he  enjoyed  it,  with  a  view  to  offer 
myself  the  first  opportunity.  These,  I  believe  you  are  sen- 
sible, are  the  only  two  material  interests  in  that  town,  though 
in  every  place  there  is  a  floating  squadron. 

"  As  1  am  determined  to  stand  [at]  the  General  Election 
at  all  hazards,  I  think  it  will  be  for  both  our  interests  to 
unite  together,  which  I  dare  say  will  be  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  constituents. 

"  You  know  the  footing  the  two  present  representatives 
came  in  upon,  the  one  entirely  by  the  Castle  interest,  and  if 
you  propose  to  stand  yourself,  it  cannot  be  thought  that  the 
same  interest  will  prevail  for  two  ;  whereas  if  you  do  not 
choose  to  come  in  this  Parliament,  I  am  equally  willing  to 
join  whoever  you  give  your  interest  to.  The  other  repre- 
sentative came  in  upon  my  father's  death,  without  any 
opposition,  myself  not  being  of  age,  and  [I]  make  no  doubt 
but  that  having  kept  up  my  father's  interest  ever  since  his 
death  will  sufficiently  secure  myself  for  one  of  their  repre- 
sentatives the  ensuing  Parliament.  " 

To  this  overture  Luttrell  replied  tardily  and  very 
curtly  : — 

"  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  by  any  means  comply  whith  your 
request  in  relation  to  our  junction  at  Minehead,  by  reason 
I  conceive  too  good  an  opinion  at  present  of  the  constituents 
there  to  think  they  will  reduce  the  Castle  interest  to  so  low 
an  ebb  as  not  to  have  the  choice  of  one  member  at  the 
ensuing  election. 

He  added  that  he  considered  the  proposal  prema- 
ture and  that  he  was  prepared  to  "  risque  the  expence 
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of  a  neutrality.  "  Believing  himself  able  to  command 
one  seat,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  cared  w^ho  secured 
the  other. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  John  St.  Albyn,  the  agent 
for  the  Luttrell  estate,  w^rote  to  enquire  whether  its 
new  owner  intended  to  stand  for  Parliament.  At  a 
recent  visit  to  Minehead,  he  had  been  told  that  Whit- 
worth  would  "  risque  his  whole  fortune  "  and  that 
"  the  new  candidate  "  was  determined  to  get  every 
thing  that  money  could  procure.  This  was  Percy 
Wyndham  O'Brien,  the  member  for  Taunton,  brother 
of  that  active  politician,  Sir  Charles  Wyndham  of 
Orchard.  Luttrell,  it  should  be  explained,  was  at  the 
time  living  far  away,  at  Nethway  in  Devonshire. 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  St.  Albyn  wrote  again  rather 
discouragingly  : — 

"  The  common  fellows  (who  make  full  two  thirds  of  the 
voters)  are  at  present  gapeing  very  wide  for  money. . .  Nothing 
but  money  and  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  gold  too,  will  satisfy 
them...  The  sentiments  of  the  better  sort  are  much  divided, 
some  being  for  Whitworth,  others  for  Carew...  Some  even 
of  those  which  I  thought  your  very  good  friends  are  very 
strenuous  for  the  new  candidate,  Mr.  O'Bryan.  If  this 
affair  goes  on,  as  in  appearance  it  will,  it's  thought  there  will 
be  a  very  troublesome  and  expensive  election.  " 

"  By  the  best  accounts  I  can  get,  there  are  very  near  300 
electors  in  Minehead,  and  I  have  had  the  curiosity,  since 
I  received  your  letter,  to  examine  the  rent-roll  and  see  how 
many  of  that  number  are  your  tenants,  and  I  cannot  pick 
out  90  of  them  that  hold  anything  under  you,  and  perhaps 
of  that  90,  20  at  least  may  be  of  the  opposite  party,  or  liable 
to  their  influence  or  corruption  ;  so  that,  as  lord  of  the 
manor,  you  do  not  appear  to  be  sure  of  more  than  about 
one  quarter  part  of  the  votes,  and  it  may  happen  too  that  of 
even  one  quarter  of  them  some  will  fail  you.  Besides,  I'm 
informed  that  if  you  put  your  application  for  the  choice  but 
even  of  one  single  member  on  the  footing  of  hereditary  right, 
it  will  never  go  down  with  them. " 
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He  considered  that  "  some  expence  "  would  cer- 
tainly be  necessary  to  secure  the  election  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor.  In  putting  the  number  of  tenants  at 
so  low  a  figure,  it  is  clear  that  he  excepted  all  those 
householders,  who,  having  leases  or  copyholds  for 
lives,  were  practically  independent. 

Eight  days  later,  Luttrell  wrote  privately  to  several 
of  the  chief  inhabitants  of  Minehead,  placing  himself 
in  their  hands  : — 

"  As  I  am  likewise  informed  that  the  majority  of  the 
constituents  cry  aloud  for  gold,  it  is  doubtful  whether  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  confirming  by  action  what  I  have 
promised  by  letter.  However,  my  anxiety  for  being  a 
representative  is  not  so  very  great  as  even  now  to  make 
me  determine  either  to  offer  myself  or  support  a  friend  at 
the  ensuing  election,  but  only  ask  the  free  voice  of  the 
constituents  for  one  or  the  other,  clear  of  all  expence  to 
myself  On  these  conditions  if  you  think  the  borough  will 
be  unanimous,  the  greater  will  be  my  obligations  toward 
you.  I  too  plainly  see  the  rock  my  father  Luttrell  foun- 
dered upon  to  run  myself  headlong  into  the  same  danger.  " 

If  he  stood  at  all,  it  would  be  "  entirely  on  the 
Castle  interest. 

A  very  lengthy  and  guarded  reply  written  by  Wil- 
liam Hayman  of  Minehead  on  the  ist  of  June  1747 
has  been  preserved.  According  to  him,  there  was  a 
general  feeling  in  the  town  that  one  of  the  two 
members  should  be  "  a  Courtier."  ^  Whitworth  and 
O'Brien  had  "  under  the  name  of  Courtiers  "  forced 
themselves  into  the  borough,  without  consulting  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  who  had  "  a  Natural  Interest  " 
there.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  most  of  the  electors 
were  "  persons  of  no  property,  "  who  had  "  formerly 
received  money  "   and  were   "  in  expectation  of  the 

'  A  '  Courtier  '  was  perhaps  a  supporter  of  the  Pelham  administnation. 

e 
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same   gratification,  "   he   was  of  opinion  that  nobody 
whatever  could  be  elected  without  expense. 

"  Yesterday  was  sennight,  one  Husk,  an  old  servant  of 
the  late  Mr.  Whitworth's,  set  out  of  London  post  and  came 
here  Monday  night,  and  says  he  was  sent  down  by  Mr. 
Whitworth,  who  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Pelham  to  sound  the 
strength  of  his  friends  at  Minehead,  it  having  been  reported 
that  Mr.  Obrien's  interest  was  vastly  superior.  His  busi- 
ness, Tuesday,  was  to  walk  the  town  with  their  chief  friends, 
to  know  the  intentions  of  the  people,  and,  I  am  told,  for  1 
was  most  part  of  that  week  abroad,  that  he  met  with  great 
encouragement. 

"  In  the  afternoon  it  happened  that  Mr.  Leigh,  agent  for 
Mr.  Obrien,  came  to  town,  and  while  the  others  were  at 
the  Key,  firing  gunns  and  displaying  colours,  got  a  great 
number  of  friends  with  himself  at  the  Feathers^  where  he 
elegantly  treated  them,  and  when  the  others  returned  from 
the  Key  and  were  crying  up  their  friend  Whitworth,  they 
came  out  of  the  inn  and  cryed  their  friend  Obrien,  and  by 
throwing  up  their  hatts  happened  to  hit  one  of  the  other 
party  in  the  face,  which  caused  a  fray  that  might  have  set 
the  town  by  the  ears,  for  while  the  better  sort  of  people 
were  fighting,  the  mobb,  happening  to  be  pretty  sober, 
remained  quiet  and  it  was  soon  quelled,  for  the  Collector 
was  engaged  with  Jonas,  Dr.  Godwin  with  Mr.  Devonsheir, 
Mr.  Price  with  Mr.  Payne,  and  various  others  ;  so  that  what 
the  end  of  this  warm  opposition  may  come  to  before  the 
election  is  over  will  be  hard  to  say,  both  parties  being  now 
warmed  with  resentment.  " 

On  the  6th  of  June,  Thomas  Carew  wrote  from 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  to  say  Parliament  would  be 
dissolved  within  a  fortnight  and  to  ascertain  Luttrell's 
intentions  with  regard  to  Minehead  : — 

"  As  I  was  first  set  up  to  preserve  the  interest  of  Dunster 
Castle  in  that  borough,  I  can't  in  honour  enter  into  any 
engagements  that  may  tend  to  oppose  it,  but  am  desirous  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  deliver  it  back  to  the  lord  of  the 
borough  in  case  he   thinks   proper  [to]  offer  himself  as  a 
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candidate,  but  in  case  he  shall  decline,  I  please  my[self] 
with  the  hopes  of  not  beinga  disagreable  person  to  represent 
it  again.  " 

Luttrell  wrote  from  Nethway  in  reply  that,  on  his 
marriage  he  had  thought  himself  "  justly  entitled  to 
the  Natural  Interest  "  in  the  borough  and  likely  to 
be  returned  "  with  little  or  no  expense,  "  but  that  "a 
contrary  interest  "  had  since  prevailed. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  by  any  means  comply  with  your 
request  in  strengthening  your  interest  at  Minehead,  but  the 
civilities  I  have  received  from  my  friend  Mr.  Periam  and 
the  many  solicitations  from  other  gentlemen  in  his  favour 
lays  (sic)  me  under  an  obligation  to  serve  him  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power. " 

Nevertheless  he  expressed  a  hope  that  Carew  would 
be  chosen  for  Westminster  instead. 

Two  days  later,  he  issued  a  letter  to  the  electors  of 
Minehead  on  behalf  of  Periam.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that,  although  he  did  not  suggest  to  them 
how  they  should  bestow  their  second  vote,  he  wrote 
at  the  same  time  to  Sir  Charles  Wyndham  recom- 
mending "  a  junction  "  of  his  brother  O'Brien  with 
Periam  against  Whitworth.  Sir  Charles  replied  from 
Taunton  on  the  19th  of  June  : — 

"  I  cannot  help  wishing  you  had  been  so  good  as  to  have 
agreed  to  what  I  proposed  by  Mr.  Haslam  last  Christmas, 
when  by  a  junction  all  manner  of  opposition  might  have 
been  prevented.  I  never  did  propose  to  thwart  the  interest 
of  your  family,  nor  do  I  think  of  it  now  ;  but  as  my  brother 
has  hitherto  stood  upon  a  single  interest  and  is  advised  to 
continue  to  do  so,  he  cannot  take  any  engagements  till  he 
has  conversed  with  the  electors  of  the  borough.  " 

On  the  1 6th  of  June,  Periam  issued  a  very  brief 
address  to  the  electors,  not  containing  the  slightest 
reference  to  political  or  even  to  local  questions,  and 
on  the  23rd,  he  went  to  Blue  Anchor,  within  a  few 
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miles  of  Minehead,  in  order  to  meet  some  of  his 
principal  supporters  before  entering  the  borough  with 
them.  The  result  of  the  interview,  however,  was  that 
he  withdrew  his  candidature  in  favour  of  his  late 
colleague,  Carew.  Two  days  later,  there  was  a  con- 
ference at  Somerton  between  Sir  Thomas  Acland, 
Henry  Fownes  Luttrell,  John  Periam  and  Thomas 
Carew,  which  resulted  in  the  retirement  of  the  last 
named.  Luttrell  was  to  give  a  dinner  at  Dunster 
Castle  on  the  following  day,  and  in  the  afternoon  he 
was  to  accompany  Periam  to  Minehead,  to  make  a 
public  demonstration  on  his  behalf.  A  few  hours 
later,  Periam  changed  his  mind  once  more,  on  hearing 
that  some  of  his  partisans  had,  since  his  visit  to  Blue 
Anchor,  transferred  their  promises  to  Whitworth. 

Luttrell's  absence  from  Dunster  throughout  the 
critical  period,  and  Periam's  vacillation  within  a  few 
days  of  the  election,  led  to  an  eclipse  of  "  the  Castle 
interest  "  in  the  borough  of  Minehead,  and,  on  the 
30th  of  June,  Whitworth  and  O'Brien  were  returned 
to  Parliament  without  opposition. 

The  general  election  of  1754  was  hardly  more 
favourable  to  the  lord  of  Dunster. 

Preparations  began  in  the  later  part  of  February, 
when  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell  was  asked  to  support 
the  candidature  of  a  total  stranger,  Henry  Shiffner,  a 
wealthy  Russia  merchant.  The  request  came  at  a 
very  inconvenient  time,  and  on  the  8th  of  May,  he 
wrote  from  Nethway  : — 

"  Affairs  are  so  circumstanced  at  Minehead  (as  I  am  about 
disposing  of  the  manor)  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give 
you  an  absolute  promise  of  my  interest  there  until  such  time 
as  I  see  whether  I  am  like  to  dispose  of  it  or  not.  However, 
you  will  find,  on  an  interview  with  Mr.  Cholwick,  that  I 
have  given  my  word  not  to  propose  any  other  person  (besides 
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a  purchaser  or  his  friend),  relying  entirely  on  what  he  writ 
me  that  you  would  not  only  declare  yourself  upon  the 
Country  Interest,  but  join  neither  of  the  present  members.  " 

There  was  at  the  time  some  idea  that  ShifFner 
himself  would  buy  the  manor.  Two  other  candidates 
were  already  in  the  field,  the  sitting  member  Whit- 
worth,  and  a  certain  Daniel  Boone.  Percy  O'Brien 
was  courting  the  electors  of  Cockermouth,  and  his 
brother  Charles,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  Earldom 
of  Egremont  in  1750,  was  exerting  all  his  influence 
in  favour  of  Boone.  On  the  6th  of  March,  James 
Gould  wrote,  apparently  from  Holnicote  : — 

"  My  Lord  says  he'll  spend  ten  thousand  pounds,  and 
Whitworth  says  he'll  sell  his  estate  in  this  part  of  the  world 
to  supply  his  friends  if  they'll  stand  by  him  this  once. 
He  writes  prodigiously  in  favour  of  Mr.  Shiffner,  and,  I 
believe,  would  be  glad  to  join  him.  W.  Leigh  offered  6 
guineas  and  a  crown  yesterday  morning,  but  not  a  [sou]l 
would  touch  pot  or  penny.  Nothing  but  guns  and  bells  all 
day  long.  " 

"  My  Lord's  friends  have  acted  so  very  imprudently  of 
late  that  the  mob  is  quite  inflamed,  and  a  vast  many  of  the 
better  most  people  have  deserted  his  interest.  " 

Lord  Egremont  certainly  did  not  scruple  to  ask  his 
neighbour  Sir  John  Trevelyan  to  use  his  influence 
with  a  certain  Mrs.  Prowse,  whom  he  describes  as 
his  "  greatest  enemy  "  at  Minehead,  or  to  write  direct 
to  Luttrell  soliciting  his  interest  for  Boone  against  a 
candidate  "  entirely  unknown  "  in  the  county  of 
Somerset. 

Luttrell  was  to  some  extent  hampered  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  High  Sheriff  for  the  year,  but  on  the  19th 
of  March  he  issued  the  following  letter  from  Dunster 
Castle  "  to  the  electors  of  the  borough  of  Minehead  " : — 
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"  Gentlemen, 

As  the  station  I  am  in  this  year  renders  it  a  little  improper 
for  me  to  make  a  personal  application  to  you,  I  am  obliged 
to  take  this  method,  not  only  to  repeat  my  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Shiffner  to  your  choice,  but  to  intreat  your  votes  and 
interest  for  him  at  the  ensuing  election;  and  that  1  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  distinguish  who  are  my  real  friends  in 
the  borough  of  Minehead,  must  beg  the  favour  that  each  of 
you  (in  Mr.  Shiffner's  interest)  will  sign  your  approbation 
of  him;  which  in  doing  you  will  infinitely  oblige  both  him, 
and,  Gentlemen,  your  most  assured  friend  and  humble 
servant,  H.  Fownes  Luttrell.  " 

The  document  bears  the  names  of  i  8  i  electors,  of 
whom  64  were  avowedly  illiterate,  while  the  majority 
were  by  no  means  skilled  penmen.  With  1 8  i  votes, 
Shiffner  would  have  been  certain  of  one  of  the  seats. 
On  the  30th  of  March,  John  Marsh,  the  family 
lawyer  in  London,  wrote  to  Luttrell  ; — 

"  1  am  glad  to  find  that  there  is  an  opposition  at  Minehead 
and  that  you  find  your  interest  so  much  greater  then  you 
imagined.  It  will  certainly  be  beneficiall  in  disposing  of  the 
burrough.  " 

When  ShifFner  came  down  to  Somerset,  he  was 
met  at  Blue  Anchor,  on  the  4th  of  April  by  "  a 
greater  concourse  of  people  than  ever  was  known.  " 
Something,  however,  occurred  to  arouse  "  the  resent- 
ment of  the  voters,  "  and,  by  the  i  3th,  he  had  become 
apprehensive  of  a  coalition  between  Whitworth  and 
Boone. 

"  As  it  becomes  us  therefore  to  be  extremely  watchful,  so 
I  think  no  opportunity  of  keeping  up  the  spirit  of  Liberty 
which  at  present  prevails,  ought  to  be  neglected.  " 

He  suggested  that  the  Dunster  men  should  be 
invited  to  breakfast  on  the  day  of  the  poll,  and  that 
influence  should  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  country 
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voters.     The  result  of  the   poll,  w^hich  lasted   four 
days  was — 

Whitv^^orth,  283. 

Boone,  178. 

ShifFner,  145. 
On  the  2nd  of  May,  the  defeated  candidate   wrote 
from  London  : — 

"  I  hear  Lord  Egremont  Is  greatly  disconcerted  and  very 
angry  at  the  struggle  he  met  with.  I  wish  it  could  be  learnt 
what  expence  he  was  at.  I  imagine  it  must  have  been  very 
considerable.  Tho'  I  did  not  give  a  shilling  to  buy  votes, 
and  was  only  at  the  expence  of  treating,  &c.  1,200/.  does 
not  clear  my  expences.  " 

For  some  weeks,  he  could  hardly  contain  his  rage, 
and  his  letters  abound  with  allusions  to  "the  indignity 
of  the  late  election,  "  "  perjury  and  prostitution  of 
conscience,  "  "  arbitrary  injustice,  "  "  infringements 
on  the  liberty  of  the  publick,"  "brethren  of  iniquity," 
"  sycophants,  "  "  half-paced  and  slack-mettled  vil- 
lains. "  In  one  of  them  dated  the  4th  of  May,  he 
describes  the  manner  in  which  he  bearded  the  Prime 
Minister  : — 

"  Yesterday  morning  I  went  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
I  told  him  that  it  gave  me  great  concern  to  find  myself  and 
friends  were  thought  and  declared  to  be  Jacobites  by  him. 
He  staggered  a  little  at  the  expression.  I  then  told  him 
that,  on  the  nth  of  April,  an  express  came  to  Mr.  Whit- 
worth  at  Minehead  with  a  letter  from  his  Grace  directing 
and  insisting  upon  it  that  Mr.  Whitworth  should  use  his 
interest  in  Mr.  Boon's  favour  by  joining  him,  ^c.  for  that 
the  person  who  opposed  him  and  the  people  that  supported 
him  were  Enemies  to  the  Government.  I  expatiated  on  the 
cruelty  of  such  an  insinuation.  The  Duke  seemed  to  vawe 
(waive)  the  affair  as  if  such  letter  had  not  been  wrote.  On 
which  I  told  him  that  the  letter  with  the  above  mentioned 
expression   was  signed   by  his  Grace's   own  hand,  was  seen 
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by  some  of  my  friends  [and]  was  owned  to  be  so  by 
Mr.  Whitworth  himself  Then  it  was  '  My  dear  Sir,  I  did 
not  know  you  personally,  but  your  character  can  never  bear 
such  an  imputation. '  At  parting,  I  told  him  I  had  been 
vilely  treated,  but  that  I  was  resolved  to  apply  for  justice 
where  I  hoped  to  have  more  chance  of  meeting  with  it;  and 
so  we  parted. 

"  Tho'  the  Duke  is  a  great  man,  and  I  am  but  a  private 
man,  I  think  such  slurrs  should  not  go  unnoticed.  In  the 
Levee  Chamber  were  Lord  Powis,  Lord  Warwick,  Lord 
Peterborough,  Mr.  Morris  of  Wales,  Councellor  Martin 
(member  for  Camelford,  Cornwall),  Bishop  of  Clonfert  in 
Ireland  (who  is  Carmicheal,  brother  to  Lord  Hyndford  and 
to  whom  I  am  intimately  known),  and  several  others.  I 
made  my  errand  the  subject  of  conversation  among  them 
before  I  went  in  to  the  Duke,  and  I  shall  pursue  it  further 
by  waiting  on  the  next  principal  man,  as  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  ^c.  to  urge  the  injury  of  thus  playing 
with  a  man's  character  to  serve  a  ministerial  purpose.  " 

Shiffner  asserted  that  he  had  four  precedents  of 
elections  having  been  declared  void  on  proof  that  let- 
ters had  been  sent  by  persons  in  powder  to  disparage 
the  character  of  a  candidate.  To  say  that  a  politician 
was  '  an  Enemy  to  the  Government '  was,  in  his 
opinion,  equivalent  to  stigmatizing  him  as  a  Jacobite. 
A  short  correspondence  between  Shiffner  and  Henry 
Fox  ended  in  a  declaration  by  the  Secretary  at  War: — 

"  I  frankly  own  my  wishes  that  justice  may  be  on  the  side 
of  Mr.  Boon  and  Lord  Egremont.  " 

On  hearing  of  this  rebuff,  Luttrell  observed: — 

"  What  you  writ  in  relation  to  Mr.  Fox  greatly  pleased 
me  and,  if  possible,  gives  me  a  much  better  opinion  of  you 
than  I  ever  had,  as  I  always  hold  those  most  in  esteem  that 
appear  the  most  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  such  a  miscreant 
set  of  wretches.  If  I  did  not  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes 
of  your  meeting  with  more  justice  from  others  than  you  will 
receive  from  Mr.  Fox,  I  should  despair  of  success  in  your 
undertaking. " 
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On  the  advice  of  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, it  was  resolved  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons 
against  Boone,  and  also  to  proceed  at  common  law 
against  some  of  his  agents  in  Somerset,  especially 
William  Leigh,  Lord  Egremont's  steward.  The 
petition  when  eventually  presented,  on  the  26th  of 
November,  only  called  in  question  the  impartiality  of 
the  returning  officers  and  Boone's  pecuniary  qualifi- 
cation for  a  seat  in  Parliament.  Shiffner's  main 
grievance  was  that  some  forty  Dunster  men  had  not 
been  allowed  to  record  votes  which,  if  admitted,  would 
have  turned  the  scale  in  his  favour.  The  affidavits 
filed  in  the  criminal  suit  describe  a  man  who  had 
come  from  Sussex  under  a  false  name  as  sitting  at  a 
table  covered  with  gold,  in  an  upper  room  at  the 
Plume  of  Feathers'  Inn^  and  dispensing  five  guineas 
apiece  to  the  poorer  voters,  nominally  by  way  of  loan. 
Considering  that  Boone  had  less  than  600/.  a  year,  on 
his  own  showing,  it  seems  clear  that  his  expenses, 
legitimate  or  otherwise,  must  have  been  defrayed  by 
Lord  Egremont.  Finding  it  difficult  to  refute  the 
charges  brought  against  them,  Boone's  agents  retaliat- 
ed by  counter-charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  against 
ShifTher,  which  he  proposed  to  meet  by  an  indictment 
for  subornation  of  perjury.  There  was  long  litigation 
at  Westminster  Hall,  at  Bridgewater  and  at  Taunton, 
but  after  a  year  the  different  suits  were  abandoned, 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  people  of  Minehead.  The 
petition  seems  also  to  have  been  withdrawn. 

Henry  Fownes  Luttrell  was  at  first  hardly  less 
angry  than  his  protege  at  the  result  of  the  election 
of  1754,  and  devised  some  vindictive  measures.  After 
a  while,  however,  he  came  to  realize  that  conciliation 
was  a  better  policy.  In  January  1757,  he  distributed 
half  a  bushel   of  wheat  apiece  to  202  "voters  of  the 

f 
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borough  of  Minehead,  "  impartially  including  many 
who  had  supported  Boone  against  ShifFner,  some 
whose  votes  had  been  disallowed,  and  some  new  voters. 
He  also  gave  occasional  venison  feasts  to  the  principal 
inhabitants. 

In  November  1757,  a  private  agreement  appears  to 
have  been  made  between  him  and  Lord  Egremont  to 
the  effect  that,  at  the  next  general  election,  they  should 
choose  only  one  candidate  apiece  and  that  they  should 
combine  against  any  third  candidate  who  might  offer 
himself.  At  the  election  of  1761,  Lord  Egremont 
brought  forward  his  brother  Percy,  the  former  Mem- 
ber for  Minehead,  who  had  been  created  a  peer  of 
Ireland,  under  the  title  of  Earl  of  Thomond,  and 
who  wanted  a  seat  because  the  borough  of  Cocker- 
mouth  had  been  bought  by  Sir  John  Lowther. 
Boone,  broken  in  health,  disappeared  from  the  scene, 
and  Whitworth  did  not  stand.  The  polling  was 
accomplished  in  one  day,  and  on  the  28th  of  March 
the  result  was  declared  as  follows  : — 

Henry  Shiffner,  287. 

Lord  Thomond,  226. 

Lord  Clanbrasill,  69. 
Out  of  the  291  electors  who  recorded  their  votes, 
only  four  failed  to  give  one  to  Shiffner.  This  success, 
however,  was  not  attained  without  eventual  expense 
to  him  or  his  patron.  There  is  in  Luttrell's  hand- 
writing a  very  significant  "  List  of  voters  at  Mine- 
head  that  refused  taking  the  3  guineas,  1761,"  the 
number  of  electors  who  disdained  such  a  reward  being 
exactly  thirty.  Their  names  are  repeated  in  a  "  List 
of  voters  in  Minehead  asked  to  dine  at  Dunster  Castle, 
8  September  1763,  having  not  taken  the  3  guineas 
after  the  election,  "  and  they  were  invited  again  in 
August  1764. 
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The  connexion  between  Luttrell  and  Shiffner  had 
by  this  time  ripened  into  a  warm  friendship,  and  the 
new  Member  of  ParHament  wrote  frequently  to  the 
squire  of  Dunster.  One  of  his  letters  dated  1 1  De- 
cember 1762  is  of  more  than  local  and  personal 
interest.      In  this  he  says  : — 

"  Thursday  was  the  day  for  taking  the  Preliminaries  into 
consideration,  when  places  were  taken  at  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning  in  the  House,  where  assembled  about  430  Mem- 
bers, and  the  debate  began  about  3  o'clock.  It  is  impossible  to 
enter  into  the  whole  particulars  of  it,  which  lasted  till  1 2  o'clock 
at  night,  when  upon  a  division  the  numbers  stood  thus  : — 
319  for  the  approval  of  the  Peace  ; 
6^  against  the  approval  of  it. 

Several  Members  went  away  before  the  division. 

"  Mr.  Pitt,  very  gouty,  attended  with  a  crutch,  and  was 
indulged  to  stand  and  sitt  down  alternatively,  and  indeed  I 
think  in  his  circumstances  of  health  he  required  that  in- 
dulgence, as  his  speech  lasted  three  hours  and  twenty-six 
minutes^  the  most  laboured  and  the  worst  speech  I  ever 
heard  him  make.  In  short,  it  seemed  to  be  an  apology  for 
his  inflexibility  in  not  agreeing  to  a  Peace  last  year,  arraign- 
ing the  present  Peace  article  by  article,  and  was  couched  in 
terms  and  expressed  as  if  meant  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
popular  insurrection.  In  short,he  fairly  fatigued  the  attention 
of  the  whole  House,  and  went  out  as  soon  as  he  had  finisht 
his  speech.  He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Charles  Townsend 
verbatim  in  twenty-five  minutes,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
confuted  in  every  argument  which  he  had  given  us  by 
repetition  upon  repetition.  After  this  there  appeared  so 
great  an  inattention  in  the  House  from  the  tiresomeness 
which  a  speech  of  3  hours  and  26  minutes  had  occasioned, 
that  tho'  several  spoke  pro  and  con^  yet  no  sort  of  attention 
appeared  to  be  given  to  it.  " 

"  When  Mr.  Pitt  came  into  the  House,  the  people  in  the 
Lobby  made  such  a  hollow  as,  I  own,  startled  me  and  I 
believe  almost  every  Member  of  the  House,  and  the  same 
was  repeated  when  he  withdrew.  "  ' 

'  Of.  Jesse's  Life  and  reign  of  George  the  Third,  vol.  i.  pp.  157-159. 


244  A  HISTORY  OF  DUNSTER.     ch.  vii. 

"  Yesterday,  the  Report  of  the  Address  which  had  the 
preceding  day  been  determined  upon  to  the  King  was  made, 
when  unexpectedly  the  debate  revived,  and  tho'  I  thought 
to  have  been  at  home  at  4  o'clock  to  dinner,  I  did  not 
accomplish  my  intention  till  ^  past  eleven  at  night,  when 
we  had  another  division  : — 

227  agreeing  to  the  Address  ; 
63  dissenting  from  it.  " 

"The  Opposition  consisted  of  the  friends  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Lord  Hardwick,  and  the  main  stress  of 
their  argument  seemed  to  be  so  contrived  as  to  raise  in  the 
people  an  apprehension  of  the  Prerogative  being  extended 
contrary  to  Revolution  principles,  a  most  dangerous  poison 
for  vulgar  minds  and  artfully  contrived  as  well  as  artfully 
applied  in  order  to  raise  popular  tumult  against  the  Govern- 
ment, with  hopes  of  displacing  the  present  Administration 
and  replacing  themselves. 

They....  wish  to  revive  the  odious  distinction  of  Tory  and 
Whig  which,  thank  God,  seems  sunk  in  oblivion.  " 

Shiffner  kept  his  friends  at  Dunster  Castle  supplied 
not  only  with  parliamentary  news  but  also  with  his 
signatures  enabling  their  letters  to  go  free  through 
the  post.  On  one  occasion  alone,  he  sent  down 
"  eight  dozen  of  half-sheet  covers  and  sixteen  dozen 
of  quarter-sheet  covers,  "  with  a  promise  of  more 
when  required. 

During  the  Parliament  of  1761,  the  Luttrell  inter- 
est in  the  borough  of  Minehead  was  kept  alive  by 
venison  feasts,  suppers  at  the  local  inns,  doles  and  the 
like.  Preparations  for  another  election  began  as  early  as 
September  1766.  In  that  month  there  are  lists  of 
about  sixteen  "  gentlemen  of  the  Bowling  Green  Club 
who  had  half  a  buck  sent  'em  and  Sir  Jacob's  bowl 
of  punch  "  and  about  twenty  "  other  gentlemen  who 
are  not  of  the  above  club  and  for  whom  half  a  buck 
is  sent  to  be  dressed  at  the  Plume  of  Feathers  with  Sir 
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Jacob's  bowl  of  punch.  "  In  November,  Dr.  Richard 
Brocklesby,  an  eminent  physician  practising  in  Lon- 
don, conceived  the  idea  of  emancipating  the  borough 
in  which  he  had  been  born  from  the  sway  of  the 
neighbouring  magnates,  and  obtaining  for  it  at  least 
one  representative  of  acknowledged  reputation.  By 
his  advice,  apparently,  some  of  the  principal  inhabit- 
ants of  Minehead  resolved  to  approach  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Charles  Townshend.  Lord  Tho- 
mond  at  once  took  alarm  and  tried  to  effect  an  alliance 
with  the  lord  of  Dunster  against  the  common  foe. 
When  the  news  reached  Luttrell,  he  wrote  as  follows 
to  Leonard  Herring,  vicar  of  Minehead  : — 

"  The  late  severe  loss  1  have  sustained  has  made  home 
become  very  dull  and  insipid  to  me,  and  therefore  I  have 
some  thoughts  of  changing  the  scene  and  going  into  Parlia- 
ment. If  1  persevere  in  my  present  intentions,  I  shall  of 
course  offer  myself  for  Minehead  at  the  ensuing  election, 
and,  if  I  succeed,  1  hope  to  have  it  more  in  my  power  to 
serve  the  publick  and  my  friends.  I  purpose  to  communi- 
cate this  intended  scheme  of  mine  soon  to  Mr.  Shiffner, 
that  he  may  look  out  for  some  other  borough  in  case  I 
should  carry  it  into  execution. 

"I  must  also  inform  you  that  I  have  received  undoubted 
intelligence  that  Lord  Thomond  intends  to  offer  himself  or 
his  friend  at  the  next  election  and  is  moreover  determined 
to  support  the  Egremont  interest.  If  this  should  be  the  case, 
and  Mr.  Townsend  is  promised  one  vote  certain,  whether 
he  is  in  power  or  not,  what  is  to  become  of  me  or  my 
friend  .'' 

"  I  am  totally  cut  off  from  any  junction  with  either  by  the 
promises  I  have  made  and  which  I  have  to  adhere  to  what- 
ever the  consequence  may  be.  I  only  intend  to  ask  for 
one  vote,  either  for  myself  or  my  friend,  and  I  think  I  have 
as  much  right  to  expect  a  certainty  of  it  as  Mr.  Charles 
Townsend  or  any  other  person.  If  the  gentlemen  of  Mine- 
head  are  determined  to  engage  themselves  to  this  great  man, 
I  submit  it  to  their  consideration  whether  they   should  not 
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do  it  conditionally  if  he  is  in  power  at  the  next  election;  for 
otherwise,  should  he  be  stripped  of  his  employments  before 
that  time,  their  promises  will  continue  to  the  man  and  not 
to  the  Minister.  " 

On  the  14th  of  December,  ShifFner  wrote  : — 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  state  of  the  borough,  and  do 
expect  at  the  general  election  several  fresh  candidates,  a 
greater  number  than,  I  believe,  have  for  many  years  offered 
themselves  at  the  borough  of  Minehead.  The  sharper  the 
contest,  the  more  glorious  will  be  the  victory.  Lord  Tho- 
mond  intends  to  push  a  friend,  who  I  know  not.  Whit- 
worth  says  he  shall  meet  me  there  with  somebody  he  intends 
to  recommend.  " 

The  next  move  was  a  circular  letter  from  Charles 
Whitworth,  the  former  Member,  dated  29  January 
1767,  announcing  that  if  two  hundred  electors  would 
sign  a  paper  promising  their  votes  to  him  and  his 
friend,  "an  eminent  merchant  in  the  City  of  London," 
they  would  establish  "  proper  annual  schooling  for 
the  education  of  poor  voters'  children  "  and  encourage 
other  plans  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  The  eminent 
merchant,  unnamed,  was  doubtless  to  provide  the 
necessary  money.  On  the  ist  of  February,  John 
Short  wrote  from  Minehead  to  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell 
at  Nethway: — 

"I  have  just  time  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Whitworth  has 
declared  himself  a  candidate  for  this  borough  and  that  Dr. 
Question  have  (jzV)  received  a  letter  from  him  referring  him 
to  one  which  Mr.  Warren  has,  wherein  he  promises  to  give 
the  poor  fellows  ten  guineas  a  man,  and  that  Stroude  and 
Powell  have  been  amongst  them.  The  bells  have  been 
ringing  this  evening,  I  suppose  upon  that  ocasion.  " 

In  reply  Luttrell  declared  that  Whitworth's  "  bold 
stroke"  gave  him  "no  manner  of  concern,"  adding: — 

"  His  promise  of  ten  guineas  a  man  who  will  give  him 
both   votes  may   be  thought  by  some  an  alluring  bait,  but 
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when  the  generality  of  the  town  come  seriously  to  consider 
that  places,  as  well  as  a  little  temporary  cash,  will  be  wanted, 
I  presume  they  will  think  of  some  other  person  to  serve 
them,  who  will  be  more  capable  of  doing  it  than,  I  appre- 
hend, is  in  Mr.  Whitworth's  or  any  merchant's  power 
to  do. " 

Shiffner  also  affected  to  be  quite  unconcerned, 
suggesting  that  his  supporters  might  get  some  enter- 
tainment at  Whitworth's  expense. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  the  vicar  wrote  to  Lut- 
trell  :— 

"  Last  Friday,  the  subscription-book  was  opened  by  Robert 
Fry,  in  order  to  engage  200  votes  at  ten  guineas  a  man  for 
one  vote,  when  105  signed  the  paper,  and  have  absolutely 
engaged  to  stand  by  his  friend  let  him  be  Hack  or  white. 
They  are  adding  to  that  number  daily  and  as  soon  as  the 
subscription  is  full,  the  book  is  to  be  shut,  and,  I  suppose, 
he  (Whitworth)  will  then  go  upon  'Change.  Mr.  Adams 
has  joined  him,  but  I  dont  hear  of  any  other  gentleman. 
This  is  pushing  you  and  your  friend  confounded  hard. 

"  As  the  affair  now  stands,  your  real  friends  would  be 
greatly  obliged  by  you  if  you  would  let  them  know  your 
final  resolutions,  for  they  are  almost  ripe  for  rebellion  and 
are  ready  to  fight  him  through  all  his  weapons. 

"  The  corn  you  have  sold  to  the  poor  of  this  town  is 
looked  upon  as  no  favour,  for  they  publickly  declare  they 
will  stand  by  that  man  that  will  give  most.  By  what  1  can 
learn,  they  are  determined  to  run  you  extremely  hard.  " 

On  the  14th,  Luttrell  issued  his  address  to  the 
election  saying : — 

"  I  offer  myself  unconnected  with  Mr.  Shiffner  and  every 
other  person,  and  having  no  intentions  of  asking  for  any 
place  for  myself,  I  think  I  can  with  the  greater  propriety 
apply  to  Government  on  behalf  of  a  friend.  " 

Various  persons  at  Minehead  had  desired  places  as 
excisemen,  tide-waiters  and  the  like.  Just  a  week 
later,  the  vicar  wrote  to  Luttrell : — 
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"  Your  letter  gave  a  very  general  satisfaction  to  the 
principal  people  of  the  town,  and  we  are  all  determined  to 
carry  the  election  for  you  at  all  events.  We  canvassed  the 
borough  for  you  yesterday,  when  we  made  a  most  noble 
appearance,  having  almost  every  man  in  town  of  any  conse- 
quence to  attend  us,  excepting  some  few  that  were  ill.  " 

"  We  shall  all  make  a  point  of  carrying  this  election, 
notwithstanding  the  strong  opposition  that  is  talked  off; 
and  if  you'll  send  down  200/.  to  be  distributed  as  we  see 
necessary,  I'll  return  you  by  the  following  post  a  fixed 
majority,  in  defiance  of  all  their  efforts.  'Tis  the  opinion 
of  us  all  that  something  of  this  kind  must  be  immediately 
done.  To  save  every  expense  in  our  power,  we  have  entered 
into  an  agreement  never  to  have  one  public  dinner,  and  if 
you  expect  our  company  in  the  evening,  we  shall  insist  on 
having  nothing  but  a  welch  rabbit. 

"  I  should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Shiffner  would  drop  all  thoughts 
of  coming  to  Minehead  and  go  with  me  into  Cornwall, 
where  I  am  well  assured  he  will  meet  with  a  most  agreeable 
reception.  " 

ShifFner,  how^ever,  was  not  to  be  so  easily  shaken  off. 
On  the  24th  of  April  he  issued  a  printed  notice  to 
the  voters  that  he  w^as  "  firmly  determined  "  to  "  wait 
on  them  at  the  next  election,  "  and  repeating  "  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  the  declaration  he  made,  that 
he  has  not  any  concert,  connexion  or  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Luttrell  or  any  other  candidate,  directly  or 
indirectly."  Twenty-nine  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Minehead  were  invited  to  dine  at  Dunster  Castle 
on  the  27th  of  April. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  few  months,  the  negoti- 
ation with  Charles  Townshend  was  terminated  by 
his  premature  death,  and  Lord  Thomond  betook 
himself  to  Winchelsea.  On  the  other  hand,  a  project 
was  formed  of  inviting  the  Duke  of  Grafton  to 
send  down  a  purely  ministerial  candidate.  The  Duke 
himself  encouraged  it  openly,  and  some  of  the  electors 
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who  had  promised  one  vote  to  Luttrell  were  willing 
to  sign  the  proposed  memorial.  Luttrell,  however, 
took  umbrage  at  it,  and,  acting  with  unwonted 
energy,  went  up  to  London  to  oppose  the  scheme  at 
head-quarters.  The  result  of  this  move  was  that  the 
Government  gave  him  the  immediate  patronage  of  all 
offices  at  Minehead,  presumably  in  consideration  of  a 
promise  of  support  in  the  next  House  of  Commons. 
On  the  2nd  of  October,  the  vicar  wrote  to  him : — 

"  '  Luttrell  for  ever  '  is  now  the  general  cry  to  serve  both 
high  and  low.  You  never  had  a  more  favourable  opport- 
unity of  putting  in  another  member  than  at  present,  if  you 
can  but  compromise  affairs  with  Mr.  Shiffner,  which,  1 
imagine  could  easily  be  done  thro'  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  " 

"  A  pleasing  smile  you  may  see  in  the  faces  of  three  parts 
of  the  people  in  town,  while  the  others  have  their  chins  down 
to  the  fifth  buttonhole.  " 

Five  days  later,  he  wrote  again : — 

"  If  you  can  but  adjust  this  affair  with  Mr.  Shiffner,  your 
friend  must  come  in  without  opposition. 

The  grandiloquent  Shiffner  had  clearly  lost  much 
of  his  popularity,  and  in  this  contest  he  had  not  the 
overt  support  of  his  friend  at  Dunster  Castle. 

Parliament  was  dissolved  on  the  iith  of  March 
1768,  and  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 8th,  proclamation  was  made  at  the  cross,  or 
market-place,  of  Minehead.  The  precept  and  the 
bribery  oath  were  then  read  and  three  candidates 
proposed.  "  Mr.  Shiffner  offered  himselt  as  their 
former  Member;  Mr.  Whitworth  offered  himself; 
Mr.  Luttrell  offered  by  Mr.  Hayman.  They  then 
adjourned  to  the  polling  room  and  began  the  poll 
about  ten.  "  As  it  was  well  known  beforehand  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  electors  would  give  one  vote 
to  Luttrell,  the  contest  was  practically  left  to  the  two 
other  candidates,  each   of  whom  alternately   sent  up 
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a  '  tally,  '  or  batch,  of  ten  supporters.  For  hours 
therefore  they  appeared  to  be  running  neck  and  neck, 
each,  however,  keeping  the  chief  local  magnates  in 
reserve  till  the  end.  Shiffner  was  the  first  to  be 
exhausted,  and  the  poll  was  closed  about  four  o'clock, 
when  the  result  was  declared  : — 

Luttrell,  301. 

Whitworth,  197. 

Shiffner,  167. 
Very  few  of  the  electors  had  divided  their  votes 
between  Whitworth  and  Shiffner,  and  still  fewer  had 
tendered  only  one  vote.  The  defeated  candidate 
again  threatened  a  petition,  but  nothing  came  of  it. 
A  minute  account  has  been  preserved  of  Luttrell's 
expenses  in  connexion  with  this  election,  extending 
over  a  year  and  a  half,  from  April  1767  to  October 
1768,  and  amounting  in  all  to  1,868/.  5J-.  9^.  In  the 
first  of  these  years  the  chief  items  were  for  wheat  sold 
to  the  poor  at  a  reduction  and  over  300/.  "gave  to 
the  poor  voters  "  in  cash.  In  order  to  keep  clear  of 
the  acts  against  bribery,  no  promises  of  support  had 
been  exacted  from  them  in  return  for  this  voluntary 
distribution.  Altogether  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
electors  had  pocketed  a  guinea  apiece  without  scruple. 
A  separate  list  gives  the  names  of  fifty-five  "gentlemen 
who  will  not  take  money.  "  On  the  day  of  the 
canvass  at  the  beginning  of  March,  ^^Ib.  of  gun- 
powder had  been  consumed,  and  compensation  was 
eventually  paid  for  windows  broken  by  the  firing  of 
the  guns.  A  few  days  before  the  election,  there  had 
been  sports  in  a  field  behind  a  house  on  the  quay. 
Sailors  in  sacks  had  run  for  "  a  pair  of  handsome 
trowsers,  "  and  landmen  in  sacks  had  run  for  a  hat. 
Women  had  run  for  "  a  handsome  pair  of  stays  "  and 
"  a  handsome  shift,  "  and  girls  "  tied  back  to  back  " 
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had  run  for  a  pair  of  pumps  that  cost  3J-.  The  maids 
from  the  Castle  had  of  course  been  bedecked  with 
suitable  ribbons.  The  customary  fees  paid  on  the 
day  of  the  election  to  the  crier,  to  eight  constables, 
to  as  many  chairmen,  to  two  drummers,  to  a  fiddler 
and  others,  amounted  in  all  to  less  than  i  2/.  A  great 
part  of  the  account  is  occupied  with  expenditure  on 
beef,  bread,  cheese,  ale,  wine,  rum  and  the  like.  It 
is  more  interesting  to  observe  that  on  the  fourth  day 
after  the  election,  Luttrell's  permanent  agent  went  to 
Minehead  Quay  and  there  openly  gave  four  guineas 
to  every  sailor  who  had  voted  for  his  employer.  In 
the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks,  a  like  amount  was 
given  to  different  landmen,  those  who  had  not  re- 
ceived a  guinea  in  the  previous  year,  but  who  had  duly 
voted  for  Luttrell,  receiving  five  guineas  apiece.  Al- 
together, the  "cash  given  the  voters  after  the  election" 
by  his  agent  amounted  to  close  upon  1,000/.  We 
have  no  record  of  the  sums  given  by  Whitworth  to 
those  of  his  supporters  who  had  taken  Luttrell's 
guinea  in  1767.  Although  Luttrell's  agent  somehow 
got  a  list  of  the  voters  who  had  received  money  from 
Shiffner,  each  candidate  seems  to  have  adhered  hon- 
ourably to  his  declaration  that  he  had  no  connexion 
with  either  of  the  others. 

The  election  of  1768  was  barely  over  before  Lutt- 
rell, flushed  with  success,  began  to  prepare  for  another, 
with  the  intention  of  securing  both  seats.  On  the 
1 6th  of  April,  Sir  Thomas  Acland  wrote  to  him  from 
Holnicote,  near  Minehead  : — 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  your  weight  and  property  in  the 
borough,  properly  managed,  would  with  little  trouble  secure 
to  you  the  nomination  of  both  members. 

It  would  not  be  consistent  with  that  candour  which  ought 
to  be  observed,  were  I  not  to  say  that  I  ca'nt  (as  matters  are  at 
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present  circumstanced)  think  of  serving  Mr.  ShifFner,  or  of 
opposing  Mr.  Whitworth,  for  whom  I  have  some  regard.  " 

On  the  same  day,  invitations  like  the  follow^ing 
were  issued  to  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Minehead  : — 

"  Mr.  Luttrell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown,  and  having  declared  his  intentions  of  offering  his 
friend  as  well  as  himself  for  Minehead  at  any  future  election, 
he  hopes  Mr.  Brown  will  support  the  nomination  and  give 
Mr.  Luttrell  the  pleasure  of  his  company  at  Dunster  Castle 
next  Thursday  to  dinner.  " 

One  cautious  elector,  who  could  not  accept  the 
invitation,  replied  that  he  would  support  Luttrell  and 
his  friend  "  provided  this  friend,  when  known,  shall 
appear  deserving  of  the  choice  and  suffrage  of  a  free 
people.  "  The  name  of  the  "  friend  "  was  not,  how- 
ever, disclosed.  Periodical  dinners  and  "  buck-feasts  " 
at  the  Plume  of  Feathers  may  have  tended  to  maintain 
the  Castle  interest,  but,  in  the  summer  of  1773,  there 
were  serious  "  differences  "  between  the  townsmen 
of  Minehead  and  their  senior  representative,  apparently 
on  some  local  question. 

During  three  days  at  the  beginning  of  August  1774, 
the  borough  of  Minehead  was  systematically  canvassed 
on  behalf  of  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell  and  his  "friend,  " 
who  was  his  eldest  son,  John  Fownes  Luttrell.  Some 
tew  electors  wished  to  reserve  their  second  vote  for 
ShifFner,  in  the  event  of  his  coming  forward  again. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  legal  opinion  was  obtained  from 
John   Heath,  K.C.  : — 

"  The  only  statute  prohibiting  candidates  from  treating 
electors  is  the  7th  of  King  William  the  3rd.  This  prohibit- 
ion does  not  take  place  in  the  case  of  a  General  Election 
untill  the  writts  of  election  are  ordered  for  the  ensuing 
election.     But  at  Common   Law  I  conceive    that  all  enter- 
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tainments  given  with  an  avowed  intent  to  procure  votes  at 
an  election  are  illegal. 

"  I  think  that  you  may  still  defray  the  expences  at  the 
monthly  clubb,  entertain  your  tenants  at  holding  your  Man- 
our  Courts,  pay  the  ringers,  and  reward  the  sailors  who 
have  attended  you,  in  the  usual  way  untill  the  writts  for  the 
ensuing  election  shall  be  ordered  or  issued  ;  and  then  such 
entertainments  and  gratuities  should  cease. 

"  It  is  most  prudent  to  avoid  giving  any  extraordinary 
entertainment,  but  no  law  prohibits  you  from  entertaining 
your  friends  at  your  house  before  the  issuing  or  ordering 
of  the  writts  of  election,  tho'  such  friends  should  be  voters, 
or  even  afterwards,  if  it  be  not  in  great  numbers,  or  in  an 
extraordinary  way.  " 

On  the  29th  of  August,  Richard  Cox  of  Minehead 
wrote  to  say  that  Sir  Charles  Whitworth  had  announ- 
ced his  intention  of  coming  to  the  town  with  a  friend, 
"  a  person  of  great  fortune  and  of  undeniable  char- 
acter, "  in  about  a  fortnight. 

"  The  common  people  are  in  great  spirits,  as  they  are 
made  to  believe  that  they  shall  have  twenty  guineas  at  least 
a  man.  Andrew  Boucher  has  got  a  paper  headed  so  that 
all  those  that  chuse  to  support  Whitworth's  friend  are  to 
sign  their  names  so.     I  am  told  170  has  allready  signed  it.  " 

"  It  is  the  oppinion  of  all  your  friends  that  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  canvass  the  bourough  before 
Whitworth  comes  downe,  and  I  do  intirely  agree  with  them 
in  opinion,  although  I  do'nt  tell  them  so.  My  dear  Mr. 
Luttrell,  do'nt  mind  a  little  trouble.  I  am  certain  it  will 
save  you  many  pounds.  " 

Trouble  was  just  what  Luttrell  disliked.  Many  of 
his  letters  begin  with  apologies  for  delay  in  writing. 
In  point  of  fact  Whitworth  was  soon  established  by 
the  Government  in  a  safe  seat  at  East  Looe.  ^ 

On  the  3rd  of  October,  a  certain  Mr.  Barnfather 
came  down  to   Minehead  as  a  candidate.      He  was 

'  Historical  MSS.  Comm.  x.  Appendix  vi.  pp.  6,  7. 


254  A  HISTORY  OF  DUNSTER.     ch.  vii. 

met  at  Alcombe  Cross  by  some  thirty  of  the  inhabit- 
ants and  went  into  the  town  preceded  by  a  drum. 
A  canvass  that  afternoon  and  the  next  day  resuhed  in 
the  promise  of  only  forty-five  votes,  and  so  he  took 
his  departure,  after  sending  a  civil  letter  to  Dunster 
Castle  saying  that  he  had  been  "  greatly  misled  by 
the  intimations  which  he  had  received  while  in 
London,  "  and  that  he  would  not  put  Mr.  Luttrell 
to  any  further  trouble  or  unnecessary  expense. 

The  final  canvass  for  the  two  Luttrells  was  on  the 
4th  and  the  Court  Leet  of  Minehead  was  held  on  the 
5th,  when  some  of  the  jury  subscribed  2s.  bd.  apiece, 
so  that  there  should  not  be  the  slightest  appearance  of 
treating  on  the  part  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  writs 
for  the  General  Election  having  been  issued.  On  the 
5th  and  7th  there  was  "  nothing  doing  in  Minehead." 

On  the  8th,  "  Mr.  Luttrell  and  Mr.  J.  Luttrell,  with 
Mr.  Henry,  Alexander  and  Francis  Luttrell,  Mr.  Hayne 
and  Mr.  Milward,  set  out  from  Dunster  a  little  before  10, 
and  at  Alcombe  Cross  met  the  colours,  drums,  and  violins, 
chamber  gun  men  and  a  very  great  number  of  the  principal 
and  other  voters  and  others. 

"  All  walked  from  thence  into  Minehead  ;  first  colours, 
drums  and  violins  ;  next  the  two  constables  with  their  staffs  ; 
next  Mr.  and  Mr.  J.  Luttrell  with  their  hats  off;  and  all 
others  followed.  Stopt  some  time  at  Mr.  Cox's  and  all 
went  from  thence  in  same  manner  to  Market  Place,  where 
the  cryer  proclaimed  silence  three  times.  Then  Mr.  Warren 
read  the  precept  and  publication  of  it.  Then  Mr.  Hayman 
swore  the  two  constables,  and  after  Mr.  Baston  read  the 
Bribery  Act.  Then  Mr.  Luttrell  offered  himself;  then 
Mr.  J.  Luttrell  offered  himself,  candidates.  Then  the  con- 
stables and  candidates  adjourned  to  the  Market  House  for 
polling.  " 

Ten  electors  and  the  two  constables  recorded  a  vote 
apiece  for  each  candidate.  After  a  few  more  formal- 
ities,  Mr.  Cox  declared    them  duly   elected.     They 
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returned  thanks,  which  were  received  with  applause, 
and  were  then  carried  to  Mr.  Cox's  house  in  two 
chairs. 

"  Then  all  dispersed  and  Mr.  Luttrell  ^c.  came  home  to 
dinner,  not  having  spent  a  penny  on  either  of  his  canvasses 
or  election  or  in  any  other  way  on  the  voters." 

Was  not  Minehead  a  model  constituency  .?  Was 
there  ever  a  more  virtuous  election-agent  than  George 
Gale,  who  wrote  as  above  ?  Less  than  four  months 
later,  the  same  George  Gale  was  busily  occupied  in 
distributing  gold  pieces  among  the  electors  of  Mine- 
head.  There  were  three  categories  : — "  Voters  who 
would  not  accept  of  the  five  guineas  ;  voters  who 
accepted  of  the  5  guineas  ;  voters  who  would  have 
been  against  Mr.  Luttrell,  so  had  nothing  given 
them. "  There  is  a  short  summary  in  Luttrell's 
own  hand  : — 

"95  voters  at  5  guineas  each 498/.   155. 

Colour-men,  ^c.  ^'c 29/.     8 j. 

10  more  to  take  50  guineas 

About  30  voters  more  who  are  to  be  allowed  the  five 
guineas  out  of  their  rents.      150  guineas." 

In  the  accounts  635/.  5/.  are  entered  as  "  gratuities 
given  the  poor  voters."  One  hundred  and  eighteen 
of  "the  common  voters"  were  entertained  at  different 
public  houses  on  the  20th  of  October  at  a  charge  of 
5J.  a  head.  On  the  same  day  "  the  principal  voters  " 
received  "  a  treat  "  or  "  general  feast  "  at  the  Plume 
of  Feathers  Inn  comprising  both   dinner  and  supper. 

A  fortnight  after  the  election.  Lord  North,  then 
Prime  Minister,  wrote  to  Luttrell  : — 

"  As  there  is  nobody  whom  1  can  wish  to  see  Member 
for  Minehead  in  preference  to  you,  1  cannot  but  rejoice  at 
the  determination  that  you  have  taken  of  representing  that 
borough    yourself.     But  as  you  seem   in  your  letter    [to 
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J.  Robinson]  to  express  some  discontent  at  the  conduct  of 
Administration  with  respect  to  the  election,  I  beg  leave  to 
state  in  a  few  words  what  my  conduct  has  been  in  the 
whole  course  of  this  transaction. 

"  From  the  time  that  you  explained  to  me  that  the 
borough  was  intirely  in  your  hands,  I  have  always  disposed 
of  the  offices  there  at  your  recommendation.  That  Sir 
Charles  Whitworth  should  not  be  tempted  to  give  you  any 
trouble,  I  fixed  him  above  half  a  year  ago  as  a  candidate  for 
Dover.  As  soon  as  I  heard  from  you  that  he  was  making 
some  stir  at  Minehead,  I  wrote  to  him  to  desist.  It  was 
from  your  own  suggestion  that  1  first  thought  of  recom- 
mending a  candidate  at  Minehead,  and  it  was  upon  your 
objecting  to  Mr.  Legge  and  appearing,  as  I  thought,  willing 
to  accept  of  my  recommendation  of  another  gentleman,  that 
I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  Governor  Pownall  to  you. 

"  This,  I  solemnly  declare,  is  all  that  I  have  done  with 
respect  to  Minehead,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  you  can 
form,  from  any  part  of  this  conduct,  an  idea  that  I  look  upon 
it  as  a  Government  borough.  If  you  have  changed  your 
opinion,  and,  instead  of  bringing  in  a  gentleman  at  my 
recommendation,  as  you  seemed  inclined  to  do  when  I  last 
heard  from  you,  are  now  determined  to  represent  Minehead 
yourself,  I  do  not  complain  of  it,  but  if  you  take  this  step 
from  any  jealousy  of  me,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  that 
your  jealousy  is  groundless  and  unreasonable." 

It  does  not  appear  that  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell 
had  any  real  zest  for  Parliamentary  life.  He  was 
probably  far  happier  with  his  hounds  and  his  fighting 
cocks  in  Devon  or  Somerset  than  in  London.  Having 
secured  both  seats  at  Minehead  at  the  General 
Election,  he  was  confident  that  nobody  could  with- 
stand his  interest  at  a  by-election  for  one  seat,  and 
he  was  in  a  position  to  negotiate  profitably  with 
Lord  North  or  with  that  famous  dealer  in  boroughs, 
John  Robinson.  There  is  in  his  handwriting  a 
memorandum  which,  although  undated,  may  almost 
certainly  be  referred  to  the  autumn  of  1774: — 
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"  Preliminaries  to  be  settled  previous  to  my  ^c. 

Five  hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  at  all  events.  In  case 
the  person  is  returned,  3  or  2500/.  more  to  be  paid  within 
one  month  after  such  return. 

Not  to  ask  for  any  place  belonging  to  the  town  of  Govern- 
ment, unless  by  Mr....  desire. 

Not  to  offer  himself  or  his  friend  for  the  borough  at  the 
next  General  Election,  nor  upon  any  vacancy  that  may 
happen  in  the  meanwhile,  unless  by  Mr....  approbation. 
The  person  to  pay  all  his  own  and  servants  (.'')  ^c.  expenses." 

Whether  all  these  conditions  v^ere  accepted  does 
not  appear,  but  it  is  certain  that  Henry  Fownes 
Luttrell  resigned  his  seat  within  a  few  weeks  of  the 
General  Election, and  that  Thomas  Pownall,  a  support- 
er of  the  Ministry,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  place,  on 
the  31st  of  December  1774.  The  expenses  of  this 
by-election  amounted  to  less  than  50/.  Seventy-eight 
of  the  elite  of  Minehead  were  invited  to  a  ball  in 
October  1775.  In  Parliament,  Pownall  distinguished 
himself  by  his  independence  of  political  parties,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  the  American  question.^ 

At  the  general  election  of  1780,  Henry  Fownes 
Luttrell  pursued  the  policy  which  had  proved  so 
successful  in  1774,  and  announced  that  his  interest 
would  be  exercised  in  favour  of  two  candidates  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Luttrell.  The  proceedings  have  been 
minutely  recorded  by  George  Gale  : — 

"  Monday,  September  4th.  The  writ  dated  this  day  and 
brought  by  the  Sheriff's  bailiff  to  Dunster  Castle  and  staid 
there  all  night. 

Tuesday  5th.  The  writ  delivered  to  Mr.  Chappell,  the 
Constable,  by  the  Sheriff's  man  at  half  past  ten  in  the 
morning  and  pubHshed  immediately  for  election  to  come 
on  Saturday  9  September  at  eleven  in  morning.  N.B.  Mr. 
Luttrell  gave  the  Sheriff"'s  officer  loj.  6^.  The  colours  and 
music  and  guns  at  Alcomb  Cross. 

'  Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  vol.  xlvi.  p.  264. 

h 
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Wednesday  6th.  Mr.  J.  F.  Luttrell  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Luttrell 
offered  themselves  and  began  canvassing  about  eleven  and 
ended  about  half  after  six,  attended  by  Mr.  Luttrell, 
Mr.  Russell  and  son,  Mr.  Cuttiff,  and  a  great  number  of 
the  gentry  of  the  town.  George  Gale  attended  to  take 
minutes.     Not  one  dyssenting  voyce. 

Thursday  6th.  Mr.  J.  Luttrell  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Luttrell, 
attended  by  young  Mr.  Russell  and  Revd  Mr.  James 
Camplin,  and  from  Bratton  by  some  of  the  town  gentlemen, 
canvassed  the  country,  except  the  two  Mynes  and  Green- 
aleigh.  Came  back  to  dinner  at  the  first  sitting  at  the 
Luttrell  Arms  Inn. 

Friday  8th.     At  home  all  day,  nothing  doing. 

Saturday  9th.  A  little  after  ten,  Mr.  Luttrell  on  horse- 
back, Mr.  J.  Luttrell  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Luttrell  in  the  chaise, 
Mr.  Russell  and  son,  Mr.  Cuttiff,  self  and  Mr.  Crang,  Mr. 
Roberts  and  others  of  Dunster,  set  out  on  horseback  and 
were  met  by  several  of  the  Minehead  gentlemen  on  horse- 
back between  Dunster  and  Elicombe  Cross  where  Mr. 
Cox  took  the  constables  foremost  and  all  the  horse  follow- 
ing two  and  two  and  then  the  chaise  with  the  two  candidates 
followed  close  after  and  passing  a  concourse  of  people  at 
Alcomb  Cross  they  halted  immediately  beyond  while  the 
guns  fired  and  three  huzzas  given,  the  colours  iffc.  being 
ahead.  Then  proceeded  first  the  colours  and  music  and 
after  them  the  clubmen  with  their  white  staffs,  then  the 
constables  and  after  them  all  the  horsemen  two  and  two, 
and  then  the  chaise  with  the  candidates,  and  proceeded  to 
town.  The  colours  ^c.  halting  a  little  below,  the  horses  were 
taken  away  and  the  chaise  came  forward  and  the  two  candi- 
dates came  out  at  Mr.  Cox's  where  all  stopt  and  the  guns 
firing  behind  till  the  oaths  i^c.  were  ingrossed.  Then  pro- 
ceeded the  colours  drums  and  music,  with  the  two  constables 
close  after  and  the  two  candidates  with  hats  off  following, 
and  all  the  people  after,  on  to  the  Market  place,  where  a 
table  was  placed  and  a  chair  to  get  on  it.  Then  the  two  cons- 
tables and  Mr.  Bastone  read  the  Sheriffs  precept  and  publi- 
cation of  it.  (Bribery  Act  should  have  been  read.)  Then 
two  constables  sworn  and  signed  the  aflidavit  taken  by  Mr. 
Hayman,  Then  Mr.  Bastone  read  the  Bribery  Act,  which 
should  have  been  read  before  the  two  constables  were  sworn. 
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Then    constables   asked  voters  who  they  proposed.     The 
answer  was  J.  F.   Luttrell  and  F.  F.  Luttrell,  Esqrs.  and 
three  huzzas,  (but  the  two  candidates  should  [have]  offered.) 
Then  removed  to  polHng  house.  " 

There  William  Hayman,  who  is  described  as 
'  esquire  '  and  nine  others  v\^hose  names  are  prefixed 
by  '  Mr, '  recorded  a  vote  apiece  for  the  two  candi- 
dates. 

"Then  silence  proclaimed  and  proclamation  made  and 
asked  by  the  constables  if  anyone  chused  to  set  up  or  vote 
for  any  other  person,  or  any  other  person  offered  as  a  candi- 
date, to  which  "  No  "  was  answered,  and  then  the  constables 
polled  for  the  same  gentlemen,  and,  silence  being  proclaimed 
again,  the  constables  said  that  on  casting  up  the  votes  they 
found  the  majority  in  favour  of  John  Fownes  Luttrell  and 
Francis  Fownes  Luttrell,  Esquires,  and  therefore  declared 
them  duly  elected. 

"  Then  Mr.  John  Fownes  Luttrell  addressed  himself  to 
the  people  thanking  them  for  the  present  as  well  as  past 
favours  and  hoped  to  continue  to  merit  them.  Then  Mr. 
Francis  Fownes  Luttrell  addressed  himself  to  them  and 
thanked  them  for  the  favour  conferred  on  him  and  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  trust  will  give  them  satisfaction  so  as  to  merit 
it.     Then  three  huzzas  given. 

"  The  two  elected  members  were  carried  in  two  chairs  to 
Mr.  Cox's  and  the  populace  following  they  were  there  again 
thanked  by  the  two  elected  members  and  by  Mr.  Luttrell, 
and  then  they  dispersed  quietly,  and  not  a  farthing  spent  in 
the  canvass  or  election.  " 

Henry  Fownes  Luttrell  died  on  the  30th  October 
1780,  and  was  buried  at  Dunster.  By  Margaret  his 
wife  he  had  issue  altogether  ten  children  : — 

Alexander,  born  on  the  31st  of  March  1749,  baptiz- 
ed at  Dunster  on  the  following  day,  and  buried 
there  three  months  later. 

John,  his  heir. 
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Henry,  born  at  Tetton  on  the  30th  of  July  1753. 
He  became  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Horse  Guards 
Blue,  but  died  early.  He  was  probably  the  sub- 
ject of  a  portrait  at  Dunster  Castle  of  a  young  man 
in  a  blue  coat  with  bars  of  gold  lace  and  a  white 
silk  waistcoat.  He  was  buried  at  Dunster  on  the 
4th  of  January  1777. 

Alexander  (2).  ^ 

Francis.  ^ 

Thomas,  born  at  Dunster  on  the  loth  of  February, 
1763.  Entering  the  army  in  1782  as  an  Ensign 
in  the  89th  Foot,  he  became  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
49th  Foot  in  the  following  year  and  Captain  in 
1787.  From  that  year  until  1800,  he  was  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of  the  Somersetshire  Fencible  In- 
fantry. In  October  1807,  he  married  Catherine 
daughter  of  John  Cave  Browne  of  Stretton-in-le- 
fields  in  Derbyshire.  ^  Dying  on  the  1 9th  of  January 
181 1,  he  was  buried  eight  days  later  in  the  Abbey 
Church  at  Bath. 

Margaret  (Peggy),  born  at  Dunster  on  Christmas  Day 
1747  and  baptized  there.  When  she  was  between 
three  and  four  years  old,  she  was  painted  at  full 
length  by  Richard  Phelps  with  a  dog  beside  her.  In 
April  1769,  she  sat  in  London  to  an  artist  of  a  very 
different  calibre.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  list  of 
sitters  for  that  month  records  the  name  of  'Miss 
Luttrell, '  and  there  is  a  note  in  his  hand  : — 
"  When  Miss  Luttrell  is  finished  to  write  Mr.  Lutt- 
rell, Dunster  Castle,  Somersetshire."  With  this  clear 
evidence  before  them,  biographers  of  Reynolds  have 
gone  out  of  their  way  to  describe  the  subject  as  the 
daughter   of   an  Irish  peer  and  the   sister  of  the 

',  »,  See  Appendix.  »  Monthly  Magazine,  p.  141. 
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MARGARET  FOWNES  Ll'l TRKLl,. 
(MRS.  SOCTHCOTK.) 
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Duchess  of  Cumberland.  ^  The  original  portrait 
and  a  contemporary  copy  of  it  are  alike  at  Dunster 
Castle.  One  of  them  has  hung  there  ever  since  it 
was  finished.  The  other  belonged  for  some  seventy 
years  to  successive  members  of  the  Southcote 
family,  for  on  the  24th  of  April  1769,  when  the 
picture  was  barely  finished,  Margaret  Fownes 
Luttrell  was  married,  at  St.  Anne's  Soho,  to 
John  Henry  Southcote,  of  Buckland  Toutsaints, 
and  Stoke  Fleming  in  Devonshire.  There  is  a 
portrait  of  him  also  at  Dunster  Castle,  painted  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  later  and  attributed  to  Opie. 
Mrs.  Southcote  died  in  1792.  Her  husband  sur- 
vived until  1820.  ' 

Anne,  baptized  at  Dunster  on  the  4th  of  July  1750 
and  buried  there  on  the  i8th  of  August. 

Anne  (2),  baptized  at  Dunster  on  the  30th  of  June  175  i 
and  buried  there  on  the  ist  of  August. 

Anne  (3),  baptized  at  Dunster  on  the  4th  of  May  1758 
and  buried  there  on  the  1 2th  of  August. 

Margaret  Fownes  Luttrell,  the  heiress  of  Dunster, 
having  died  in  1766,  her  husband  remained  a  wid- 
ower for  some  years.  In  1 771,  he  married  Frances 
daughter  of  Samuel  Bradley  of  Dunster,  who  claimed 
descent  from  the  Luttrells  through  her  mother. 
After  his  death,  she  resided  at  Taunton,  but  she  was 
buried  at  Dunster  in  November  1803. 

'  Leslie  &   Taylor's   Life  of  Sir  J.  *  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  xxxix. 

Reynolds,  vol.  i.  p.  347;  Graves.  p.  270. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

The  Fownes  Luttrells  of  Dunster 
1780-1908. 


John  Fownes  Luttrell,  eldest  son  of  Henry  and 
Margaret,  was  baptized  at  Dunster  on  the  24th  of 
June  1752.  He  matriculated  at  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  in  1770,  but  did  not  proceed  to  a  degree. 
As  has  been  seen  above,  he  was  returned  to  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Minehead  in  1774,  and  again  in 
1780.  On  the  death  of  his  father  in  November  of 
the  latter  year,  he  succeeded  to  the  family  estates, 
but  some  little  time  seems  to  have  elapsed  before  he 
rewarded  with  four  guineas  apiece  those  of  the  Mine- 
head  electors  who  had  supported  him  at  the  poll.  In  an 
"  alphabetical  list  of  voters,  "  there  is  a  note  by  George 
Gale — "  those  marked '  Gent. '  do  not  take  money  and  are 
invited  to  the  annual  treats."  Among  these  '  gentlemen' 
were  the  local  surgeons,  the  captains  of  several  ships, 
a  farmer,  a  butcher,  a  glazier,  and  a  roper. 

In  the  early  part  of  1783,  Francis  Fownes  Luttrell, 
thejunior  member  for  Minehead,  accepted  the  steward- 
ship of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  and  his  brother  brought 
in  Henry  Beaufoy  of  Shropshire,  without  a  word  of 
opposition.  The  exact  terms  of  the  agreement  between 
them  are  not  recorded,  but  it  may  fairly  be  assumed 
that  the  stranger  was  made  to  pay. 

After  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  in  the  following 
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year,  John  Fownes  Luttrell  and  Henry  Beaufoy  were 
re-elected  for  Minehead,  but  the  latter,  having  been 
returned  also  for  Great  Yarmouth,  decided  to  serve 
for  the  East  Anglian  borough.  Charles  Phipps  of 
Mulgrave  Hall,  in  Yorkshire,  was  chosen  in  his  stead, 
but  died  in  1786  and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Wood 
of  Lyme  Grove,  in  Surrey. 

At  the  General  Election  of  1790,  John  Fownes 
Luttrell  was  returned  for  Minehead,  together  with 
George,  Viscount  Parker,  who  was  appointed  Con- 
troller of  the  Household  in  the  following  year.  Al- 
though there  had  not  been  any  contest,  sixty-one  of 
the  electors  eventually  received  four  guineas  apiece. 
When  Lord  Parker  succeeded  to  the  Earldom  of 
Macclesfield  in  1795,  Luttrell  was  unprovided  with  a 
suitable  candidate  willing  to  purchase  a  fairly  safe  seat. 
In  order  therefore  to  maintain  the  interest  of  Dunster 
Castle  in  the  borough,  he  put  forward  his  own  brother, 
Thomas  Fownes  Luttrell,  who  was  duly  elected. 

After  a  long  period  of  tranquillity,  the  little  borough 
of  Minehead  was,  in  1796,  agitated  by  a  severe  elect- 
oral contest,  four  candidates  coming  forward  for  the 
two  seats.  On  the  one  side  were  John  Fownes 
Luttrell  of  Dunster  Castle  and  his  brother  Colonel 
Thomas  Fownes  Luttrell;  on  the  other  John  Langston 
of  Sarsden  House  in  Oxfordshire,  and  Rear-Admiral 
Charles  Morice  Pole.  Whether  there  was  any  politi- 
cal question  at  issue  does  not  appear.  The  electors 
were,  however,  exhorted  by  Langston  and  his  friends 
to  free  themselves  from  "  tyrannic  sway."  The  poll 
was  opened  on  Saturday  the  28th  of  May  and  closed 
on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  when  the  Luttrells  were 
exhausted  and  their  opponents  in  almost  the  same 
condition.  The  result  of  the  voting  was  not  entirely 
satisfactory  to  either  side  : — 
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J.  Fownes  Luttrell,  97, 

J.  Langston,  94, 

T.  Fownes  Luttrell,  85, 

C.  M.  Pole,  82. 

John  Fownes  Luttrell  and  John  Langston  were  ac- 
cordingly returned  to  Westminster. 

After  the  election  was  over,  a  list  was  made  of  no 
less  than  eighty-two  persons  who  had  promised  one 
vote  to  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  but  who  at  the  poll 
recorded  both  their  votes  against  him.  Considering 
that  several  of  these  '  turncoats  '  were  tenants  who 
had  not  for  several  years  paid  the  rent  due  to  him,  it 
is  clear  that  his  opponents  must  have  offered  them 
some  very  substantial  inducement  to  vote  openly 
against  their  landlord.  Having  got  into  Parliament, 
Langston  applied  himself  to  strengthening  his  interest 
at  Minehead,  by  buying  land  and  building  houses 
there.  On  the  other  hand,  twenty-four  of  "  the 
principal  inhabitants  "  met  at  the  Plume  of  Feathers 
in  November,  "  to  form  some  plan  for  recovering 
and  effectually  securing  Mr.  Luttrell's  interest  "  and 
unanimously  passed  several  resolutions.  They  recom- 
mended, for  instance,  that  Mr.  Luttrell  should  repair 
"  the  common  houses  "  and  erect  temporary  shambles 
for  the  butchers.     Their  third  resolution  was  : — 

"  That  Mr.  Luttrell  be  recommended  to  dispossess  all 
such  persons  of  their  houses,  grounds,  etc.  as  were  inimical 
to  his  interest  at  the  last  election.  " 

They,  moreover,  bound  themselves  to  give  a  prefer- 
ence in  the  employment  of  labourers  to  all  such  as 
had  supported  Mr.  Luttrell  at  the  recent  election. 

A  very  circumstantial  and  withal  fairly  candid 
account  of  the  Minehead  election  in  1802,  was  laid 
before  Thomas  Plumer,  afterwards  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
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From  this  we  learn  that  John  Langston,  one  of  the 
sitting  members,  and  James  Woodbridge  offered  them- 
selves as  candidates  on  Easter  Day,  the  i8th  of  April, 
and  that,  tv\ro  days  later,  John  Fow^nes  Luttrell  began 
a  canvass  on  behalf  of  himself  and  "  his  friend  "  un- 
specified.    Entertainments  were  given  by  both  parties. 

"  Mr.  Luttrell,  the  proprietor  of  every  inn  in  the  borough, 
opened  them  to  the  number  of  thirteen,  in  the  usual  manner 
upon  such  occasions.  Billets  were  made  out  by  his  agents 
for  a  certain  number  of  the  voters  in  his  interest  to  go  to 
each  of  the  several  inns,  where  suppers  were  very  frequently 
given,  liquor  was  always  ready  to  be  distributed,  and  in  short 
the  most  unlimited  treating  took  place.  Mr.  Langston's 
and  Mr.  Woodbridge's  voters  were  entertained  as  constantly, 
in  a  room  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  out  of  a  barn,  and  in 
another  room  within  the  borough,  and,  except  that  Mr. 
Luttrell's  entertainments  were  the  most  liberal  as  to  the  food 
and  liquor  provided,  no  distinction  can  be  made  between  the 
treating  on  either  side.  " 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  John  Patteson  came  to  stay 
at  Dunster  Castle,  and  on  the  morrow  his  host  in- 
troduced him  to  the  borough  as  the  person  whom  he 
intended  to  support.  According  to  an  arrangement 
between  them,  Luttrell  managed  the  campaign  and 
paid  all  the  expenses.  Treating  continued  until  the 
28th  of  June,  when  Luttrell  and  Patteson  announced 
that  it  must  cease,  because  Parliament  was  about  to  be 
dissolved.  Their  opponents,  however,  went  on  as 
before.  At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Lethbridge,  "  a  gentle- 
man of  very  large  property  and  a  particular  friend  of 
Mr.  Luttrell,"  appeared  on  the  scene  and  said  that 
the  public-houses  must  be  kept  open,  he  himself 
undertaking  to  pay  all  consequent  expenses.  This,  we 
are  told,  he  did  "  without  the  least  view  to  remunera- 
tion" and  "from  pure  regard  to  Mr.  Luttrell's  interest." 
Indeed,  he  was  prepared  to  "  state  "  that  he  had  not 
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"  the  least  prospect  or  expectation  of  repayment, " 
although  he  had  suffered  no  pecuniary  loss  through 
lending  his  name  for  a  similar  purpose  at  the  previous 
election. 

After  the  issue  of  the  writ,  Langston  and  Wood- 
bridge  became  more  liberal  than  before,  while  the 
supporters  of  Luttrell  and  Patteson  were  restricted  to 
bread  and  cheese  in  a  large  room,  the  liquor  at  the 
inns  being  supplied  by  Lethbridge,  without  authority 
from  them.  At  the  last  moment,  two  fresh  candidates 
were  put  up  against  the  Castle  interest,  in  view  of  the 
possibility  that  the  House  of  Commons  might  disallow 
the  return  of  any  of  the  others.  The  poll  for  this  little 
borough  was  kept  open  no  less  than  five  days,  the 
result  being  declared  on  the  5th  of  July,  as  follows: — 


Luttrell, 

139. 

Patteson, 

139. 

Langston, 

108, 

Woodbridge, 

106, 

Caslett, 

13. 

Walters, 

13- 

This  election  seems  to  have  aroused  a  good  deal  of 
ill  feeling.  On  the  one  hand,  Luttrell  began  proceed- 
ings against  some  of  his  neighbours  for  libel  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  defeated  candidates  presented  a  petition 
against  the  return.  Luttrell  had  "  not  the  least 
apprehension"  that  he  could  be  unseated  for  bribery. 
"  Upon  his  canvass,  he  uniformly  rejected  to  receive 
the  promise  of  any  vote  attended  with  any  condition 
whatever."  With  regard  to  treating,  his  position 
was  much  weaker,  and  the  returning  officers,  who 
were  virtually  his  nominees,  had  refused  the  aid  of  an 
experienced  assessor.  In  the  case  submitted  to  coun- 
sel by  his  agents,  there  is  an  ingenuous  confession  : — 
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"  How  to  state  the  conduct  of  the  returning  officers  so  as 
to  show  that  they  did  not  act  illegally,  partially,  and  corruptly, 
is  felt  from  the  nature  of  things  to  be  very  difficult. " 

As  the  other  side  had  equally  valid  reasons  for  shunning 
a  public  enquiry,  a  compromise  was  eventually  made, 
Luttrell  undertaking  to  stop  his  prosecutions,  and 
Langston  and  Woodbridge  undertaking  to  drop  their 
petition.  Furthermore,  in  August  1803,  Langston 
agreed  to  sell  to  Luttrell  all  his  property  in  the  borough 
of  Minehead,  consisting  largely  of  houses  built  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  votes.  Three  arbitrators  learned 
in  the  law  fixed  the  price  at  7,000/.  Finally,  William 
Davis  of  Alcombe,  merchant,  published  an  apology 
for  having  issued  "  a  most  false,  scandalous,  and  malici- 
ous libel  "  on  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  esquire. 

The  papers  at  Dunster  Castle  afford  very  little  in- 
formation about  the  General  Election  of  1 806.  Under 
date  of  the  22nd  of  October,  there  is  a  "rough  list 
of  inhabitants  of  Minehead  likely  to  vote  for  Mr.  Lut- 
trell and  his  friend."  Then  there  is  a  "  list  of  voters 
as  they  were  billeted  to  the  different  houses  in  Mine- 
head  for  a  supper  and  drink,  the  24th  October.  " 
Lastly,  there  is  a  hst  of  seventy-two  "  gentlemen  to 
be  invited  to  dine  at  the  Plume  of  Feathers  Inn  in 
Minehead,  on  Wednesday  the  5  th  day  of  November 
1806."  The  election  had  already  been  held  on  the 
ist  of  the  month,  when  Sir  John  Lethbridge  and 
Lord  Rancliffe  had  been  returned.  Luttrell  had  with- 
drawn at  the  last  moment,  but  it  is  practically  certain 
that  both  the  members  were  his  nominees,  Lethbridge 
resigned  within  a  few  weeks  and  John  Fownes  Luttrell 
was  returned  in  his  place  on  the  1 4th  of  January  1 807. 

Another  dissolution  of  Parliament  followed  very 
shortly,  the  King  desiring  a  House  of  Commons  that 
would  support  the  ministry  formed  by  the  Duke  of 
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Portland.  On  this  occasion,  a  final  attempt  was  made 
to  overthrow  the  supremacy  of  the  Castle  interest  in 
the  borough  of  Minehead.  The  struggle  was  very- 
brief.  On  the  6th  of  May  1807,  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Bowes  issued  a  printed  address  "  to  the  worthy  and 
independent  electors,  "  which  did  not  contain  the 
slightest  reference  to  his  political  views  ;  he  simply 
asked  them  to  exercise  their  "freedom  of  suffrage,  " 
and  declared  his  desire  to  protect  them  "  from  the 
shackles  and  abuses  of  tyranny  and  corruption.  "  A 
song  composed  on  his  behalf  similarly  asks  : — 

"  Shall  Britons  bold  be  bought    and  sold 
Slave-like — mere  traffic  in  a  fair  ?  " 

The  poll  was  opened  on  the  8th  of  May,  and  after 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  "  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Bowes  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  William  Leigh,  informing 
him  that  he  would  not  give  Mr.  Luttrell  any  further 
trouble.  "  Only  thirty-four  electors  recorded  their 
votes  on  the  following  day,  and  when  the  numbers 
were  officially  counted,  the  result  was  declared  : — 

John  Fownes  Luttrell,       123, 
John  Denison,  108, 

Hon.  Thomas  Bowes,         64. 

In  18 1 2,  John  Fownes  Luttrell  and  his  son,  John 
Fownes  Luttrell  the  younger,  were  elected  "  by  ac- 
clamation and  with  the  most  cordial  demonstrations 
of  regard."  The  event  was  celebrated  by  a  ball  in 
November,  to  which  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  persons 
were  invited,  all  belonging  to  the  professional  and 
commercial  class. 

The  administration  of  the  Dunster  estate  by  John 
Fownes  Luttrell  the  elder  was  marked  by  several 
changes,  all  tending  to  a  concentration  of  his  interest. 
Between  the  years  1789  and  1793,  he  purchased  from 


J.Voiniman. 


MARY    DREWE. 
(Mrs.  FOWNES  LUTTRELL.) 
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Lord  Stawell  the  whole  of  the  Stewkley  inheritance 
at  Dunster,  comprising  the  rectorial  tithes,  the  advow- 
son,  and  several  burgages  and  fields  at  Marsh.  In 
1796,  he  paid  8,000/.  to  Juliana,  Lady  Langham, 
daughter  and  eventual  heiress  of  George  Musgrave, 
for  the  impropriate  rectory  and  the  advowson  of  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Carhampton,  with  a  house  and  a 
few  acres  called  Uphill  at  Rodhuish.  Fifteen  years 
later,  he  bought  the  manor  of  Sandhill  in  the  parish 
of  Carhampton  from  Hugh  Escott.  As  a  set-off 
against  these  purchases,  he  sold  the  outlying  manor  of 
Heathfield  Durborough  to  John  Perring  of  Combe 
Florey,  in  1803,  for  the  sum  of  22,000/. 

At  an  earlier  period  of  his  life,  John  Fownes  Lut- 
trell  had  taken  considerable  interest  in  horses,  and 
there  are  at  Dunster  Castle  silver  cups  won  by  him 
at  Lichfield  races  in  1781  and  at  Totnes  races  eight 
years  later.  He  married,  on  the  2nd  of  August 
1782,  Mary  daughter  of  Francis  Drewe  of  Grange, 
in  Devonshire,  and  by  her  had  issue  five  sons  and 
four  daughters  : — 
John,  his  heir. 

Henry,  successor  to  his  brother. 

Francis,  born  on  the  loth  of  February  1792,  and 
baptized  at  Dunster.  He  matriculated  at  Christ 
Church,  Oxford  in  1 8  10,  but  left  without  a  degree, 
accepting  a  commission  in  the  Grenadier  Guards  in 
March  18  13,  just  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  French  from  Spain.  He  was  stay- 
ing at  Dunster  Castle  when  the  news  arrived  of 
Napoleon's  escape  from  Elba,  and  he  forthwith  went 
up  to  London,  whence  he  proceeded  by  Ramsgate, 
Ostend,  and  Ghent,  to  join  his  battalion  at  Enghien. 
At  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
hand.      On  the  2 1  st  of  February  1 8  24,  he  married, 
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at  Kensington,  his  cousin  Louisa  daughter  of  Samuel 
Drewe,  and  he  sold  his  commission  in  April  1825. 
Settling  at  Kilve  Court  as  a  country  gentleman,  he 
became  the  first  chairman  of  the  Williton  Board  of 
Guardians  and  the  first  Master  of  the  West  Somerset 
Fox-hounds.  In  1 8  39,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Somerset  Militia. 
He  died  on  the  4th  of  January  1862  and  was  buried 
at  Dunster,  where  there  is  a  stained  glass  window 
in  memory  of  him.  Mrs.  Luttrell  survived  until 
1 88 1.  They  had  issue  nine  children  : — 
George,    successor    to   his   uncle,    Henry    Fownes 

Luttrell,  of  Dunster  Castle. 
Edward,  of  Kilve  Court,  born  in  1 83 1  and  educated 

at  Eton  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford.      He  died 

on  the  3rd  of  July  1865. 
Arthur  John,   born   in    1832,   entered   the   Royal 

Navy  and  died  at  Penang  in  1847. 
Francis,  born  in  1836  and  educated  at  Eton  and 

Oriel  College,   Oxford.      He  died  in   Natal  in 

1 880.  By  Helena  his  wife,  daughter  of  Stephanus 

Maritz   of  Natal,  he  left  issue  two  daughters, 

Helena  Louisa  (Nina)  and  Margery. 
Reginald,  born  in  1839  and  educated  at  Eton  and 

Oriel   College,  Oxford.      He  died  at  Torquay 

in  1866. 
Augusta  Margaret  born  in  May  1825  and  baptized 

at  Kilve.      She  died  in  1880. 
Charlotte,  born  in  1828  and  died  in  1842. 
Caroline,   born   in    1829   and  burned  to  death  at 

Kilve  Court  in  1856. 
Mary  Anne,  married  in    1861    to   Henry  Anstey 

Bosanquet,  barrister  at  law,  afterwards  of  Clan- 

ville  in  Minehead. 
Alexander,  rector  of  East  Quantockshead. 
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Thomas,  born  on  the  iith  of  September   1794  and 
baptized  at  Dunster.     Like  his  three  elder  brothers, 
he  was  educated  at  Eton,  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Exeter  College,  Oxford,  in  18 14.     Entering  holy 
orders,  he  served  the  cure  of  Dunster  from  1821 
until  1872,  holding  also  the  vicarage  of  Minehead 
for  some  years,  and  from  1832  onwards  the  vicarage 
of  Carhampton.      At  the  close  of  his  life,  he  built 
the  school  at  Dunster,  and  he  died  there  in  De- 
cember 1 87 1. 
Mary  Anne,  born  on  the  27th  of  July    1783,   and 
baptized   at    Dunster.      She   was   buried   there  in 
May  1835. 
Margaret,   born   on   the   8th    of  October    1784  and 
baptized   at    Dunster.      She  was   buried   there    in 
June  1858. 
Charlotte,  born   on  the   23rd  of  March    1786   and 
baptized   at    Dunster.     She   was   buried   there   in 
March  1791. 
Harriet,   born   on    the    21st   of  October    1788    and 
baptized   at    Dunster.      She   was   buried   there  in 
April  1870. 
John  Fownes  Luttrell  died  in  February  1 8  1 6  and  was 
buried  at  Dunster.      His  relict  survived  until  March 
1829.      There  is  a  good  portrait  of  him  by  Opie,  for 
which  he  paid  only   four  guineas  in  1782,  the  artist 
being  then  young  and  almost  unknown.  '     There  is 
also  a  miniature  of  him  set  in  diamonds. 

A  charming  pair  of  oval  drawings  by  John  Down- 
man,  dated  1781,  represents  two  Misses  Drewe,  Mary 
afterwards  the  wife  of  John  Fownes  Luttrell,  and 
Charlotte  afterwards  the  wife  of  his  brother  Francis 
Fownes  Luttrell. 

'  In   Rogers's   Opic  and  his  works      the  possession  of  a  Mr.  J.  S.  Townsend, 
(p.  122),  this  picture  is  stated  to  be  in       who  cannot  be  identifted. 
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John  Fownes  Luttrell  the  second  was  born  on 
the  26th  of  August  1787  and  baptized  at  Dunster. 
He  was  educated  at  Eton  and  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  M.A.  Succeeding  to 
the  family  estate  in  18 16,  he  soon  increased  it  by 
purchasing  the  manor  of  Eastbury  and  Briddicot  Farm, 
both  situate  in  Carhampton  and  formerly  the  property 
of  the  Perceval  family. 

It  has  been  seen  above  that  this  John  Fownes 
Luttrell  was  returned  as  one  of  the  members  for 
Minehead  during  the  lifetime  of  his  father.  He 
was  duly  re-elected  without  opposition  in  1 8  1 8  and 
after  four  subsequent  dissolutions  of  Parliament,  and 
on  each  occasion  he  nominated  his  own  colleague. 
In  the  Reform  Bill,  Minehead,  with  an  electorate 
of  only  two  hundred  and  fifteen  voters,  mostly  his 
tenants,  was  scheduled  for  disfranchisement.  The 
proposal  of  course  aroused  his  keen  opposition.  He 
and  his  agent  prepared  an  elaborate  case  on  behalf 
of  the  threatened  constituency,  giving  such  facts 
and  statistics  as  appeared  favourable  to  it,  and  some 
adroit  references  to  the  historic  importance  of  Dun- 
ster. By  way  of  showing  that  Minehead  was  not 
a  mere  pocket-borough  of  the  Luttrells,  the  case 
states  that  there  had  been  two  contested  elections 
there  within  the  previous  thirty  years,  though  it 
prudently  refrains  from  giving  the  dates  of  them. 
In  proposing  moreover  that  the  parishes  of  Car- 
hampton, Withycombe,  Wootton  Courtenay  and 
Timberscombe  should  be  included  in  the  parlia- 
mentary borough,  it  does  not  mention  that  the 
Luttrell  influence  was  predominant  in  at  least  two 
of  them.  Lord  John  Russell  and  his  followers  were 
not  to  be  moved  by  such  devices,  and,  in  1832, 
Minehead  lost  the  right    of  sending  up   represent- 
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atives  to  Westminster.  After  its  disfranchisement, 
John  Fownes  Luttrell  stood  for  the  western  division 
of  the  county  in  the  Tory  interest,  but  he  was  not 
successful.  ^  He  died  unmarried  and  was  buried  at 
Dunster  on  the  21st  of  January  1857. 

Henry  Fownes  Luttrell,  second  son  of  the  first 
John  Fownes  Luttrell,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary 1790  and  baptized  at  Dunster.  He  was  educated 
at  Eton  and  at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  where  he 
proceeded  B.  A.  On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1 8  1 6, 
he  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  one  of  the  Members 
for  Minehead,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1 8 1 8  and 
again  in  1820,  but  he  resigned  his  seat  in  1822,  in 
order  to  become  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  audit- 
ing the  Public  Accounts.  Many  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  London,  as  he  held  office  until  1 849. 
He  succeeded  his  brother  John  at  Dunster  in  1857, 
but  died  unmarried  in  October  1867. 

George  Fownes  Luttrell,  eldest  son  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Francis  Fownes  Luttrell,  was  born  at 
Kilve  on  the  27th  of  September  1826.  He  was 
educated  at  Eton,  where  he  succeeded  his  cousin 
H.A.  Fownes  Luttrell  as  Captain  of  the  Boats.  He 
afterwards  went  to  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  pro- 
ceeded B.A.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  became 
Master  of  the  West  Somerset  Fox-hounds,  which  he 
kept  as  a  private  pack  for  some  years  after  his  success- 
ion to  his  uncle,  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell,  in  1867. 

In  1 873,  the  Dunster  estate  comprised  15,374  acres, 
with  a  gross  rental  of  22,000/. '  Viscount  Portman, 
Sir  J.  H.  Greville  Smyth,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland 

'  Some   doggrel  lines  on   '  Luttrell  the  history  of  the  borough, 
standing  against  Sanford  '   quoted  in  *  Bateman'sGrert/L(im/i7:rHfrs,(i883) 

Hancock's  Miuehcad,  p.  361,  refer  to  p.  284. 
this  election,  and  are  unconnected  with 
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were  the  only  persons  with  a  larger  or  more  valuable 
property  in  Somerset.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Lut- 
trell  was  entered  in  1873  as  owning  1852  acres  in 
Devonshire,  the  inheritance  of  the  Fownes  family, 
most  of  which  he  sold  in  the  following  year.  The 
estate  in  Somerset  had  been  materially  enlarged  in 
1870,  by  the  purchase  of  the  manor  of  Old  Cleeve, 
including  the  very  interesting  and  beautiful  remains 
of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Mary  in  the  Flowery  Vale,  those 
of  the  dependent  Chapel  of  St.  Mary  a  little  to  the 
north,  and  the  Jacobean  house  called  Binham.  None 
who  can  remember  the  time  when  the  cloisters  of 
Cleeve  Abbey  served  as  pigstyes,  can  fail  to  appreciate 
the  care  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  monastic 
buildings  during  the  last  thirty  years  and  more.  In 
1870,  Avill  was  acquired  from  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
Acland,  in  exchange  for  land  between  Minehead  and 
Selworthy.  Twenty-one  years  later,  Aller  in  Car- 
hampton,  formerly  the  residence  of  the  Everards,  was 
added  to  the  Luttrell  estate.  An  interesting  comparison 
might  be  drawn  between  the  position  of  the  medieval 
lords  of  Dunster,  owning  a  number  of  isolated  manors 
in  different  counties  and  that  of  their  present  repre- 
sentative, owning  a  large  but  more  compact  estate  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  his  own  residence. 

The  important  alterations  made  by  Mr.  Luttrell  in 
the  Castle  and  the  Church  at  Dunster  will  be  des- 
cribed in  future  chapters.  Those  made  by  him  at 
Minehead,  at  East  Quantockshead  and  elsewhere 
hardly  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present  volume. 

A  notable  event  in  the  local  annals  was  the  then 
Prince  of  Wales's  visit  to  Dunster  in  August  1879, 
when  he  stayed  two  nights  at  the  Castle,  and  went  to 
a  meet  of  the  Devon  and  Somerset  Stag-hounds  at 
Hawkcombe  Head. 
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Mr.  Luttrell  married,  in  August  1852,  Anne  Eliza- 
beth Periam,  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Hood,  baronet, 
and  has  issue  : — 

Alexander,  born  on  the  ist  of  June  1855  and  educated 
at  Eton.  After  serving  for  about  a  year  in  the 
Rifle  Brigade,  he  received  a  commission  in  the 
Grenadier  Guards  in  1 876.  He  was  in  the  Soudan 
campaign  at  Suakim  in  1885  and  became  Captain. 
He  married,  in  April  1886,  Alice  Edwina  daughter 
of  Colonel  Munro  Ferguson  of  Raith  and  Novar 
in  Scotland,  and  has  issue  two  sons  : — 

Geoffrey,  born  on  the  20th  of  May  1887. 
Ralph  Paganel,  born  on  the  26th  of  May  1889. 
Hugh  Courtenay,  born  on  the  loth  of  February  1857 
and  educated  at  Cheltenham.      He  served  for  some 
time  in  the  Rifle  Brigade  and  was  Aide-de-Camp 
successively  to  Earls  Cowper  and    Spencer  when 
Lords  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.      He  has  been  Mem- 
ber for  the  Tavistock  division  of  Devonshire  from 
1892  to  1900  and  from  1906  to  the  present  time. 
He   married   in    February    1904,   Dorothy  Hope, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Wedderburn,  baronet,  and 
has  issue  three  daughters,  Mary,  Louisa  and  Eliza- 
beth. 
Edward,  born  on  the   24th  of  September  1858   and 

educated  at  Eton. 
Claude  Mohun,  born  on  the  9th  of  September  1867, 
and    educated    at    Eton    and    Magdalen    College, 
Oxford. 
Mary. 
Beatrice. 


CHAPTER    IX. 


The  Borough  and  the  Manor  of  Dunster. 


The  earliest  historical  mention  of  Dunster  is  to  be 
found  in  the  survey  of  the  lands  of  William  de  Mohun 
made  in  1086.      In  the  Exeter  Domesday  we  read: — 

"  William  has  a  manor  which  is  called  Torra,  which  Alvric 
held  on  the  day  on  which  King  Edward  was  living  and  dead; 
and  he  paid  geld  for  half  a  hide.  One  plough  can  till  it. 
There  William  has  his  castle,  and  fifteen  bordars,  and  two 
mills  which  pay  ten  shillings,  and  five  acres  of  meadow  and 
thirty  acres  of  pasture.  It  is  worth  fifteen  shillings  and  [it 
was  worth]  five  shillings  when  he  obtained  it.  " 

In  considering  this  brief  record,  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  manor  of  Torre  thus  described 
w^as  not  co-extensive  vv^ith  the  parish  of  Dunster. 
Avill,  Alcombe  and  Staunton,  alike  belonging  to 
William  de  Mohun  in  1086  and  alvs^ays  included  in 
the  parish,  w^ere  separate  manors.  Each  of  them 
contained  more  arable  land  than  Torre.  On  the 
basis  of  hidage,  Alcombe  and  Staunton  were  more 
important  than  Torre,  and  Avill  v^as  equal  to  it.  In 
actual  value,  Alcombe  was  worth  more  than  Torre, 
and  Avill  and  Staunton  were  worth  less  only  because 
of  the  very  great  improvement  of  Torre  during  the 
two  decades  between  the  Norman  invasion  and  the 
compilation  of  Domesday  Book. 
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There  is  nothing  in  the  quotation  given  above  to 
show  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dunster  differed  from 
those  of  the  agricultural  villages  in  the  neighbourhood. 
In  the  course  of  the  twelfth  century,  however,  a  little 
town  grew  up  under  the  shadow  of  the  mighty  castle 
of  the  Mohuns.  There  is  mention  of  toll  levied  there 
in  1 177,  and  twenty  years  later  Dunster  is  described  as 
a  borough  which  yielded  20/.  a  year  to  its  lord.  ^ 

When  an  attempt  was  made  in  1222  to  establish  a 
market  at  Watchet,  the  government  of  Henry  the 
Third  caused  it  to  be  suppressed  without  delay,  on 
the  score  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  market  of 
Dunster,  the  lord  of  that  place  being  then  a  ward  of 
the  Crown.  ^ 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  earliest  charter 
relating  to  this  market,  under  the  seal  of  Reynold  de 
Mohun  the  second  : — 

"  Know  all  men  present  and  future  that  I,  Reynold  de 
Moyhun,  have  given,  granted  and  by  this  my  present  charter 
confirmed  to  Hugh  Rondevin  and  Robert  Luci  and  Robert 
the  Hunter  {yenatori)  and  Roger  Pryer  and  Robert  Chipera 
and  Simon  Coc,  my  burgesses  of  Dunster,  and  their  heirs, 
the  right  of  having  and  for  ever  possessing  of  me  and  my 
heirs  a  market  and  fair  in  the  same  in  North  Street  (in  eodem 
vico  del  Nord)y  freely  and  quietly  and  wholly,  and  without 
removal  and  impediment  of  me  and  my  heirs. 

"  On  account  of  this  gift  and  grant  to  be  held  of  me  and 
my  heirs  by  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  the  aforesaid 
burgesses  have  given  to  me  a  tun  of  wine  of  the  price  of 
forty  shillings  as  an  acknowledgement. 

"  In  assurance  of  this,  I  have  affixed  my  seal  to  this  writ- 
ing ;  these  being  witnesses  : — Sir  John  de  Regni,  Roges  son 
of  Simon,  William  Everadd,  Richard  of  Holne,  Roger 
Pollard,  Robert  of  Cogstane,  Geoffrey  of  Kytenor,  Geoffrey 
of  Lucumbe,  and  others.  "  * 

1  Pipe  Rolls.  *  D.C.M.  VIII.  I  ;  Gcntlevtan's  Maga- 

»  Rotuli  Litt.  Clausarum,  vol. i.  p. 527.      zitie,  vol.  Ixxviii.  p.  874. 
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The  following  charter  can  be  definitely  assigned  to 
the  period  between  1254  and  1258  : — 

"  To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  to  whom  the  present  writing 
shall  come,  Reynold  de  Moyun,  greeting.  Know  ye  all  that 
I  have  granted,  released,  and  quit-claimed  for  ever  for  me 
and  my  heirs  and  all  others  who  after  me  shall  in  any  way 
be  lords,  or  guardians,  or  bailiffs  of  Dunesterre,  that  the 
burgesses  of  that  town  or  their  heirs  shall  in  no  wise  here- 
after be  made  reeves,  or  farmers  of  the  sea-port  or  of  the  toll 
of  the  borough  or  of  the  mills  of  the  same  town,  against 
their  will. 

"  I  have  also  granted  to  the  same  burgesses  and  their 
heirs  that  they  shall  be  quit  of  yearly  tallage,  so  that  no 
tallage  according  to  the  custom  of  other  boroughs  of  England 
shall  be  exacted  from  them  save  for  reasonable  and  due 
cause. 

"  I  will  moreover  and  grant  for  me  and  my  heirs  and  all 
who  shall  be  lords,  or  bailiffs,  or  guardians  of  Dunesterre, 
that  the  said  burgesses  and  their  heirs  shall  have  common 
on  Crowedon  without  any  claim  or  impediment,  as  good  for 
their  use  as  they  were  wont  to  have  in  the  time  of  any  of 
[my]  predecessors. 

"  And  that  buyers  or  sellers  in  the  market  of  Dunesterre 
shall  be  quit  of  toll,  unless  their  buying  or  selling  exceed 
twelve  pence.  Likewise  fishermen  and  cornmongers  shall 
be  quit  of  toll  in  the  said  market  for  ever. 

"  I  will  moreover,  granting  for  me  and  my  heirs,  lords, 
guardians  and  bailiffs  of  Dunesterre,  that  hereafter  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  make  prise  (captionem)  from  the  brew  of  any 
one  in  the  same  town  beyond  twenty-four  gallons,  that  is  to 
say  four  gallons  for  a  penny.  If,  however,  we  shall  wish 
to  have  more  ale  from  that  brew,  it  shall  be  bought  at  the 
rate  at  which  buyers  of  the  country  (patrie)  buy  of  the 
same.  And  that  nobody  hereafter  shall  make  in  the  town 
of  Dunesterre  that  ale  which  is  called  Reeve's  Ale  (Cervisia 
Prepositi).  If,  however,  it  shall  have  been  made,  the  brewers 
(pandoxatores)  of  the  same  town  shall  not  for  that  reason 
cease  from  brewing  and  making  ale  and  selling  as  they  ought 
if  that  ale  had  not  been  brewed. 

"  And  that  if  [the  burgesses]  shall  fall  into  mercy  for  any 
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offence,  they  shall  be  quit  for  six  pence,  except  for  laying 
hands  upon  the  lord,  or  the  lady,  or  any  of  the  household  of 
the  Castle. 

"  And  that  after  the  buyings  of  the  lord  at  the  sea-port 
or  in  the  aforesaid  market  have  been  made,  [the  burgesses] 
shall  forthwith  be  able  to  buy  whatever  they  may  wish  to 
buy  without  objection  (querela)  or  hindrance,  and  that  others 
of  the  country  (de patria)  shall  not  be  able  to  do  their  buying 
before  them. 

"  And  if  they  shall  find  a  rabbit  hurtful  to  them,  they 
shall  kill  it  and  bring  the  skin  to  the  Castle,  and  so  be  quit 
thereof. 

"  And  also  that  they  shall  openly  use  the  same  customs 
at  the  Hundred  [court]  and  elsewhere  as  they  were  wont  to 
use  in  the  time  of  any  of  my  predecessors. 

"  All  these  things  I  have  granted  to  the  said  burgesses 
and  their  heirs  for  ever,  for  the  soul  of  John  de  Moyun,  my 
firstborn  son,  of  happy  memory,  and  for  twenty  marks  which 
the  same  burgesses  have  given  to  me. 

"  Wherefore  I  will  and  grant  for  me  and  my  heirs  the 
lords,  guardians  and  bailiffs  of  Dunesterre,  that  this  my 
grant,  release,  and  quit-claim  shall  remain  valid  and  unshaken 
for  ever.  And  lest  I  Reynold,  or  my  heirs  or  any  other 
lord,  guardian,  or  bailiff  of  Dunesterre,  shall  be  able  to  contra- 
vene this  in  any  respect,  for  the  greater  assurance  hereof, 
I  have  affixed  my  seal  to  the  present  writing.  These  being 
witnesses  : — Sir  Simon  de  Ralegh,  Sir  Roges  of  Porlok, 
Sir  John  Bretasch,  Sir  William  le  Bret,  Philip  of  Lucumb, 
Richard  Aylerd,  Richard  of  Cloudesham,  Hugh  of  Avele, 
Richard  of  Linc[oln],  and  many  others.  "  ^ 

The  foregoing  has  been  described  as  one  of  the 
large  group  of  charters  characterised  by  a  limitation 
of  the  lord's  '  mercy,  '  or  powder  of  amercement,  the 
exception  here  being  the  case  of  an  assault  on  an  in- 
habitant of  the  Castle.  ^ 

One  of  the  sections  suggests  that  the  rabbits  on 
Conigar  Hill  had  so  multiplied  as  to  become  a  nui- 

»  D.C.M.  VIII.  I.  pp.  92-110. 

'  English  Historical  Review,  vol.  xvi, 
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sance  to  the  townsmen.  By  1266,  they  had  been 
exterminated  and  Conigar  had  become  ordinary  pasture 
in  demesne.  The  rabbit-warren  of  the  lords  of  Dunster 
in  subsequent  centuries  was  on  flat  ground  near  the 
sea,  a  little  to  the  east  of  Minehead.  The  '  custom  ' 
of  Dunster  with  regard  to  the  Hundred  Court  seems 
to  have  consisted  in  ignoring  it  altogether. 

The  following  charter  belongs  to  the  period  between 
1269  and  1279  : — 

"  To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  to  whom  the  present  writing 
shall  come,  John  de  Moyun,  greeting  in  the  Lord.  Know 
ye  all  that  I  have  granted,  confirmed  and  quit-claimed  for 
ever,  for  me  and  my  heirs,  to  all  the  burgesses  of  my  town 
of  Donestorre  and  their  heirs  all  the  liberties  of  the  same 
town  which  Sir  Reynold  de  Moyun,  my  grandfather,  at  any 
time  gave  and  granted  by  his  charter  to  the  said  burgesses 
and  their  heirs,  as  that  charter  witnesses  in  all  points,  without 
any  claim  to  be  made  thence  hereafter. 

"  1  have  also  granted  to  the  said  burgesses  and  their  heirs 
[the  right]  to  find  yearly  a  suitable  and  faithful  bailiff,  to 
receive,  present,  and  faithfully  answer  for  all  attachments 
made  within  the  borough.  And  if  the  same  bailiff  for  the 
time  being  shall  in  any  way  misbehave  against  the  lord  or 
the  said  burgesses  or  their  heirs,  he  the  same  bailiff  shall 
make  amend  to  his  lord,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
borough;  and  in  his  place  the  said  burgesses  shall  put  another 
bailiff  suitable  for  the  lord's  work. 

"  For  this  grant,  confirmation  and  quit-claim  the  said 
burgesses  have  given  to  me  twenty  shillings  in  hand.  In 
witness  wherof  I  have  affiixed  my  seal  to  the  present  writing. 
These  being  witnesses  : —  Sir  John  de  Brytasch,  knight, 
Philip  of  Luccomb,  Richard  of  Cloudesham,  John  of  Holne, 
Geoffrey  of  Kytenare,  Geoffrey  le  Tort,  William  Everard, 
William  Pyrou,  Robert  de  la  Putte,  and  others.  "  ^ 

With  regard  to  the  foregoing  it  is  only  necessary 
to  observe  that  in  most  manors  the  bailiff,  or  bedel, 

'  D.C.M.  VIII.  I  ;  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  Ixxviii.  p.  874. 
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"  was  an  outsider  appointed  by  the  lord  "  to  look 
after  his  interests.  ^ 

The  next  charter  to  the  burgesses  bears  a  specific 
date  : — 

"  To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  who  shall  see  or  hear  the 
present  writing,  John  de  Moyun  the  Third,  lord  of  Duns- 
terre,  greeting  in  the  Lord.  Know  ye  all  that  I  have  granted 
and  confirmed  for  ever  for  me  and  my  heirs  to  all  the 
burgesses  of  my  town  of  Dunsterre  and  their  heirs  all  the 
liberties  of  the  same  town  which  Sir  Reynold  de  Moyun, 
my  great-grandfather,  gave  and  granted  by  his  charter  to  the 
same  burgesses  and  their  heirs. 

"  I  have  also  granted  to  the  same  burgesses  and  their 
heirs  the  estate  {statum)  and  liberty  which  they  had  by  a 
certain  writing  made  to  the  same  burgesses  by  Sir  John  de 
Moyun,  my  father. 

"  I  have  furthermore  granted  to  the  same  burgesses  and 
their  heirs  for  ever,  on  account  of  the  love  which  1  bear  to 
the  said  burgesses,  that  they  shall  have  furze  (^jaones)^ 
whorts  {rnoritas)^  turves  {turbas\  fern  {fugeras)  and  heath 
{hrueras)^  sufficient  for  their  fuel  on  my  hill  of  Croudon, 
for  ever. 

"  Provided  that  by  reason  of  this  grant  nobody  sojourning 
within  the  borough  of  Dunsterre  shall  in  any  wise  have  or 
hold  the  aforesaid  liberties  or  grants  except  the  burgesses 
and  their  heirs  or  those  who  hold  a  whole  burgage  in  the 
same  borough. 

"  And  that  this  my  grant  and  confirmation  may  remain 
approved  and  valid  for  ever,  I  have  affixed  my  seal  to  the 
present  writing.  These  being  witnesses  : — Sir  Andrew 
Loterel,  knight,  William  Osberne  then  constable  of  Duns- 
terre, Gilbert  de  la  Putte,  Roger  Arundel,  Ralph  Fitzurse, 
Robert  of  Bratton,  and  Ralph  le  Tort.  Dated  at  Dunsterre 
on  Thursday  before  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation  of  Our 
Lady  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward." 
[a.d.  1301.]' 

In  I  571,  Croydon   common  was  stated   to  contain 

'  Vinogradoff's   Villainage  in   Eng-  '  D.C.M.  viii.  i. 

land,  p.  318. 
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about  two  thousand  acres  "  very  commodious  "  to  the 
town  of  Dunster  "  for  the  necessary  fuell,  heath  and 
turfe  growinge  "  there.  ^ 

The  same  John  de  Mohun  issued  a  further  charter 
a  few  years  after  that  given  above  : — 

"  To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  who  shall  see  or  hear  the 
present  writing,  John  de  Mohun,  lord  of  Dunsterre,  greet- 
ing in  the  Lord.  Know  ye  all  that  I  have  granted  and 
confirmed  for  ever  for  me  and  my  heirs  to  all  my  burgesses 
of  my  town  of  Dunsterre  and  their  heirs  and  all  who  hold 
a  whole  burgage  that  they  shall  freely  dig  and  at  their 
pleasure  carry  away  slime  {slymam)  for  improving  their  lands, 
in  the  whole  of  my  marsh  between  the  road  that  leads  to 
the  sea-port  of  Dunsterre  and  the  marsh  of  Richard  of 
Avele  ;  and  that  they  shall  have  common  of  pasture  with  all 
their  plough-cattle  {averiis)  at  every  time  of  the  year,  except 
in  my  several  marsh  which  is  called  Estmersh,  [so]  that  they 
shall  neither  dig  there  and  carry  away,  nor  have  common 
there  with  their  plough  cattle.  Provided  that  by  reason  of 
this  grant  nobody  sojourning  within  the  borough  of  Duns- 
terre shall  in  any  wise  have  or  hold  the  aforesaid  liberties  or 
grants  except  the  burgesses  and  their  heirs  or  those  who 
hold  a  whole  burgage  in  the  same  borough. 

"  And  that  this  my  gift,  grant  and  confirmation  may 
remain  approved  and  valid  for  ever,  I  have  affixed  my  seal 
to  the  present  writing.  These  being  witnesses  : —  Sir 
Henry  of  Glastonbury,  knight,  William  Osbern,  steward, 
Geoffrey  of  Loccombe,  Gilbert  de  la  Putte,  Roger  Arundel, 
Robert  of  Bratton,  Ralph  le  Tort,  and  others.  Dated  at 
Dunsterre  on  Friday  next  after  the  feast  of  St.  James  the 
Apostle  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  King  Edward.  "  ^ 

There  is  some  error  in  the  date  of  this  charter,  for 
Edward  the  First  died  on  the  7th  of  July  1307,  and 
the  feast  of  St.  James  was  on  the  25th  of  the  month. 
The  validity  of  the  grant  seems  to  have  been  question- 

^  Chancery  Proceedings,   Series  H,       ter,  formerly  preserved  in  a  chest  in 
bundle  117,  no.  59.  Dunster  Church,  is  now  at  the  Castle. 

»  D.C.M.  viii.  I.  The  original  char- 
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ed  by  George  Luttrell  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  on 
the  ground  that  the  burgesses  of  Dunster  were  not  a 
corporation.  It  may  be  useful  to  note  here  that  the 
East  Marsh  reserved  as  above  then  comprised  about 
forty  acres  used  as  a  rabbit-warren  and  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  '  Coleborrowes.  ' 

The  following  charter  was  issued  by  the  same  John 
de  Mohun  in  1324  : — 

"  To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  who  shall  see  or  hear  the 
present  writing,  John  de  Mohun,  lord  of  Dunsterre,  greeting 
in  the  Lord.  Know  ye  all  that  I  have  given  and  granted 
for  me  and  my  heirs  and  all  others  lords,  guardians,  [or] 
bailiffs  of  Dunsterre  to  all  the  burgesses  of  my  town  of 
Dunster  continuing  for  ever  twenty  gallons  of  ale  out  of  the 
twenty-four  gallons  of  ale  formerly  due  to  me  from  every 
brew.  I  will  also  and  grant  for  me  and  my  heirs  and  all 
lords,  guardians  and  bailiffs  whomsoever,  that  hereafter  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  make  or  have  prise  (capcionem)  of  the 
brew  of  anyone  in  the  same  town,  except  four  gallons  of  ale 
from  a  brew  as  I  had  them  and  was  wont  from  the  past 
term,  and  those  of  the  ale  which  the  bailiff  found  on  sale  on 
the  day  of  search. 

"  And  I,  the  aforesaid  John  de  Mohun,  and  my  heirs 
will  warrant,  acquit  and  defend  for  ever  to  the  aforesaid  bur- 
gesses and  their  heirs  and  all  who  continue  in  the  aforesaid 
town  the  aforesaid  twenty  gallons  of  ale  against  all  mortals. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  affixed  my  seal  to  this  present 
writing.  These  being  witnesses  : —  Sir  Henry  of  Glaston- 
bury, knight,  Ralph  le  Tort,  Geoffrey  of  Loccumbe,  William 
of  Kytenore,  William  of  Holne,  Robert  Everard,  Geoffrey 
of  Avele,  and  others.  Dated  at  Dunsterre  on  Sunday  after 
the  feast  of  the  Purification  of  Our  Lady  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  the  son  of  King  Edward." 
[a.d.  1324.]^ 

There  must  have  been  a  good  deal  of  brewing  at 
Dunster  at  this  period,  for,  some  six  years  after  the 
date  of  the  foregoing  charter,  the  lord's  prise  of  ale 


»  D.C.M.  vin.  I. 
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in  the  town  was  valued  at  2/.  i  3^.  4^.  a  year.  ^  The 
subject  will  be  mentioned  again  in  connexion  with 
the  courts  of  the  borough.  Camden,  Gerard  and 
Fuller  agree  in  stating  that  the  last  Lady  de  Mohun 
of  Dunster  obtained  from  her  husband  as  much  ground 
as  common  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  as  she 
could  walk  round  barefoot  in  one  day.  The  story, 
which  reminds  one  partly  of  Dido  and  partly  of  Lady 
Godiva,  might  be  dismissed  as  fabulous  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  these  three  writers  had  access  to  a 
chronicle  of  the  Mohun  family  composed  in  the  life- 
time of  this  lady  and  actually  dedicated  to  her.  ^  It 
is,  however,  necessary  to  observe  that  there  is  no  record 
of  any  charter  to  the  burgesses  of  Dunster  granted  by 
her  husband. 

In  1346,  the  town  of  Dunster  was  called  upon  to 
provide  three  armed  men  to  serve  in  the  wars  of 
Edward  the  Third.  ^  Four  years  later,  only  one  such 
man  was  demanded.*  In  1360,  for  the  first  and  last 
time,  Dunster  sent  up  two  members  to  Parliament,  in 
the  persons  of  Walter  Morys  and  Thomas  Carter.  ^ 
The  little  borough  never  had  a  mayor  or  an  alderman. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  considered  competent  to 
receive  land  and  otherwise  to  act  in  a  corporate  ca- 
pacity. ®  Such  property  as  vested  in  it  was  apparently 
held  under  an  implied  trust  for  the  churchwardens, 
or  for  one  of  the  chantries.  ^  In  1355,  and  again  in 
1498,  there  are  specific  mentions  of  the  common  seal 
of  the  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Dunster,  every 
vestige  of  which  has  long  since  disappeared.  ^ 

*  Inq.  post   mortem,    C.    Edw.    HI.       vol.  i.  p.  164. 

file  22  (11).  ^  Inq.  ad  quod  damnum,  file  344,00. 

*  Devon  Notes  and  Queries,  vol.  iv.       6  ;  D.C.B.  nos.  12,  19,  43,  46. 

p.  252.  '  D.C.B.  no.  48.  Bishop  King's  Re- 

^  Rymer's  Foedera,  vol.  iii.  p.  71.  gister  at  Wells,  f.  45. 

*  Ibid.  p.  194.  8  D.C.B.  no.  41. 

*  Return  0/  Members  of  Parliament, 
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From  some  of  the  charters  given  above,  it  appears 
that  nobody  was  accounted  a  burgess  of  Dunster  who 
did  not  hold  a  whole  burgage.  The  ground  on  either 
side  of  the  different  streets  had,  at  an  early  period, 
been  cut  up  into  narrow  strips,  each  affording  space 
for  a  house  with  a  yard  or  a  garden  behind.  The 
tenements  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  High  Street  were 
separated  from  the  Hanger  Park  by  a  continuous 
paling  or  wall  ;  those  opposite  were  similarly  separated 
from  the  Priory  Green.  In  some  parts  of  the  town, 
the  arrangement  was  not  quite  so  symmetrical.  Each 
strip  of  normal  size  was  known  as  a  burgage  and  was 
held  of  the  lord  by  the  free  tenure  of  that  name.  As 
in  several  other  ancient  boroughs,  the  rent  was  usually 
a  shilling  a  year  for  each  burgage,  a  substantial  amount 
not  far  below  the  actual  value  of  the  premises  when 
first  acquired. 

Subject  to  this  and  some  other  obligations  to  be 
mentioned  hereafter,  the  burgess  could  deal  with  his 
holding  as  he  chose,  and  he  could  even  bequeath  it 
by  will,  at  a  time  when  testamentary  powers  over  land 
were  very  restricted.  The  lord  therefore  never  got 
an  escheat  unless  a  bastard  tenant  died  intestate.  All 
the  burgesses  were,  as  such,  essentially  free  men, 
though  of  course  they  might  also  be  tenants  of  agri- 
cultural land  in  the  manor  liable  to  the  ordinary  con- 
ditions of  villein  service. 

While  all  the  burgages  were,  as  the  name  implies, 
situate  within  the  borough,  they  were  not  necessarily 
single  houses  inhabited  by  burgesses.  A  barn,  or  even 
a  void  plot  of  ground,  might  be  accounted  a  burgage. 
There  is  occasional  mention  of  half-burgages.  On 
the  other  hand  there  might  be  two  dwellings  on  one 
burgage.  By  the  seventeenth  century,  however,  the 
medieval  meaning  of  a  '  burgage  '  as  a  piece  of  ground 
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held  by  burgage  tenure,  had  been  largely  forgotten, 
and  the  term  had  come  to  be  regarded  more  or  less  as 
an  equivalent  to  *  messuage  '  or  *  tenement,  '  and  to 
be  applied  to  houses  not  held  "  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  borough. 

We  may  fairly  suppose  that,  as  originally  allotted, 
each  burgage  had  a  separate  owner,  who  was  also  the 
occupier.  The  unrestricted  power  of  alienation,  how- 
ever, tended  to  reduce  the  number  of  burgesses,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  concentrate  the  burgages  in  a  limited 
number  of  hands.  A  prosperous  tradesman  might 
acquire  a  burgage  next  to  his  own,  in  order  to  enlarge 
his  premises.  So  again,  anyone  wanting  an  invest- 
ment for  surplus  money  might  buy  a  burgage,  in  order 
to  let  it,  at  a  time  when  the  yearly  value  had  come 
to  be  much  greater  than  the  fixed  rent  payable  to  the 
lord.  At  Dunster,  this  rent  seems  to  have  been  always 
due  from  the  owner,  the  lord  ignoring  the  mere  oc- 
cupier. If  it  was  not  paid,  the  lord  apparently  had 
no  easy  remedy  except  distress  upon  any  goods  to  be 
found  on  the  premises.  ^ 

In  the  course  of  the  later  middle  ages,  several  burg- 
ages in  Dunster  were  acquired  by  the  Abbot  and 
Convent  of  Cleeve,  the  Prior  of  Dunster,  and  the 
local  gilds  of  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Holy  Trinity. 
All  these  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown  at  the  dis- 
solution of  the  monasteries  and  the  subsequent  sup- 
pression of  chantries,  but  subject  to  the  rents  payable 
to  Sir  Andrew  or  Sir  John  Luttrell. 

An  'extent'  of  the  year  1266  shows  that  the  total 
number  of  burgages  in  Dunster  was  then  176J. 
Twelve  of  the  burgages  in  different  parts  of  the  town 
belonged  to  the  Benedictine  Prior.  Robert  of  Gal- 
lockswell  had  seven,  all  apparently  situate  near  the 

'  D.C.M.  I.  27;  IX.  2. 
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place  of  that  name  beyond  the  river.  The  surnames 
of  many  of  the  other  burgesses  indicate  their  respective 
vocations  : —  '  Mazun,  '  Smith,  Carpenter,  '  Poter,  ' 
Baker,  '  Cok, '  Webber,  Fuller,  '  Corour, '  '  Tannere, ' 
'  Glovere,  '  '  Chepman,  '  Miller,  '  Gardiner,  '  Fisher, 
Hunter  (venatorj^  Wake  (vigil)^  Clerk  and  Chaplain. 
Others  took  their  names  from  the  places  at  which 
they  dwelt,  the  Marsh,  the  Bridge,  the  Bar,  the  Corner, 
the  Well,  and  the  Churchyard.  Roger  Wyschard 
may  be  mentioned  as  a  representative  of  the  Norman 
element  in  the  population,  and  John  Portman  of  the 
English.  Among  the  more  curious  names  in  the  list 
are  those  of  William  le  Nywecomesone,  Maud  le 
Dublesterre,  Nicholas  Bukkehorn,  Alice  Stoukedostre, 
and  Joan  Cockeslop.  A  few  of  the  burgesses  had 
only  one  name  recorded,  such  as  Stou,  Wyncestre, 
Cheffynge,  Hunygod,  Couleman  and  Scherpe,  but  it 
is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  they  had  received 
them  at  their  baptism.  ^ 

The  court-roll  of  1381  records  the  admission  of 
some  new  burgesses,  at  the  usual  rent  of  a  shilling, 
but  they  obtained  only  estates  for  life.  ^  If  a  burgage 
came  into  the  lord's  hands  by  escheat,  by  purchase, 
or  by  surrender,  he  could  deal  with  it  more  or  less  as 
he  pleased,  imposing  upon  a  new  tenant  conditions  to 
which  the  representatives  of  the  original  burgesses 
were  not  subject.  Thus  the  following  entry  occurs  in 
the  court-roll  of  the  borough  for  the  year  141  3  : — 

"  To  this  court  comes  Thomas  Touker  the  younger  and 
he  gives  to  the  lord  ild.  as  a  fine  for  having  estate  and  entry 
in  a  burgage  lying  on  the  south  side  of  Grobbefast-pathe, 
which  William  Jone  lately  held,  to  hold  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  manor,  rendering  therefor  and  doing  the  same 
rents  and  services  as  the  aforesaid  William  was  wont  to 

»  D.C.M.  vui.  4.  *  D.C.M.  IX.  5. 
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render  and  do.  And  he  will  build  a  new  house  of  one 
couple  (copuV)  and  two  Mnschydes'  upon  the  said  burgage 
within  two  years,  according  to  agreement.  And  he  was 
admitted  tenant  and  did  fealty.  "  ^ 

In  all  such  cases,  the  payment  made  for  entry  is 
described  as  a  '  fine. '  New  tenants  were  from  time 
to  time  admitted  in  open  court  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
to  hold  "  according  to  the  custom  of  the  borough.  " 
They  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  copyholders,  and 
there  is  specific  mention  of  a  conveyance  by  Sir 
Andrew  Luttrell,  in  1 5  37,  of  "  a  tenement  or  burgage 
in  Dunster  "  to  be  held  for  lives  "  by  copy  of  the 
roll.  "  ^  On  the  other  hand  the  successors  of  the 
original  burgesses  did  not  hold  '  by  copy  of  court 
roll. '  Their  tenure  is  often  described  in  the  rolls  as 
'  socage,  '  of  which  indeed  it  was  only  a  variety. 
A  widow  at  Dunster  could  claim  the  '  capital  mes- 
suage ',  or  principal  house,  of  her  deceased  husband, 
to  hold  '  in  free  bench  '  until  her  remarriage  or  death.  ^ 

There  is  unfortunately  no  written  custumal  defining 
the  exact  relation  of  the  free  burgesses  of  Dunster  to 
their  lord.  It  is,  however,  abundantly  clear  that  he 
was  entitled  to  a  small  pecuniary  sum  upon  every 
transfer  of  a  burgage,  at  any  rate  in  all  cases  when 
the  new  owner  was  not  already  a  burgess.  In  1381, 
this  payment  is  described  as  '  toll  '  (toln)^  but  in  the 
following  century  it  is  usually  styled  '  boroughright ', 
spelt  in  various  ways.  ^  The  writers  of  the  court-rolls 
seem  to  have  been  rather  confused  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  term,  and,  in  1532,  we  find  it  applied  to  the 
tenure,  instead  of  the  custom  or  the  payment.  ^ 

A  great  number  of  instances  might  be  cited  to  show 
that  the  lord  received  4^.  from  every  burgage  con- 

•  D.C.M.  XI.  2.  See  Bracton. 

2  D.C.M.  XIV.  9.  *  D.C.M.  IX.  5;  X.  2.  3;  xi.  2;  xii.  1-4. 

*  Placita  de    Banco,   348.    m.   320.  *  D.C.M.  xiii.  3. 
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veyed  by  one  living  person  to  another.     The  following 
will,  however,  suffice  : — 

1426,  April  22.  "  Burghryght,  14^.  Fealty.  To  this 
[court]  comes  John  Orchard  the  younger  arid  gives  to  the 
lord  of  *  burghryght  '  for  three  burgages  and  a  half  which  he 
acquired  of  John  Frank,  clerk,  to  him  and  Alice  his  wife  and 
heirs  lawfully  begotten  between  them  ;  and  he  did  fealty  to 
the  lord  for  the  same.  "  ^ 

The  charge  on  an  estate  for  life  was  the  same  as 
that  on  an  estate  in  perpetuity.  In  cases  of  transfer 
to  several  persons  jointly,  such  as  feoffees,  the  lord 
sometimes  exacted  /\.d.  from  each  of  the  new  tenants, 
but  the  practice  in  this  respect  seems  to  have  been 
variable.  The  lord  also  got  4^.  from  every  burgage 
on  the  death  of  the  owner. 

1432,  December  22.  "  To  this  [court]  come  John  Blounde- 
helfe  and  Joan  his  wife,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John 
Duke  of  Dunsterre,  deceased,  and  claim  to  hold  of  the  lord 
three  burgages  within  the  borough  there,  to  hold  to  the 
same  John  and  Joan,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  whence 
there  accrues  to  the  lord  of  a  certain  custom  of  the  said 
borough  for  the  aforesaid  three  burgages  a  certain  render 
called  '  burghryght, '  that  is  to  say  ^d.  from  every  burgage, 
lid.  And  so  the  same  John  and  Joan  were  admitted 
tenants,  and  did  fealty.  "  * 

1462,  October  24.  "  On  this  day  came  George  Stukeley, 
son  and  heir  of  Richard  Stukeley,  and  did  fealty  to  the 
lord  for  a  burgage  in  Dunster  late  of  the  said  Richard  and 
paid  *  burghryght,  '  that  is  to  say  ^d.  "  ' 

Nevertheless,  the  steward  was  sometimes  content 
to  accept  4f.d.  from  persons  inheriting  "  divers  burg- 
ages "  when  the  number  was  not  exactly  specified. 

In  1503,  and  several  subsequent  years,  the  payment 
made  by  every  new  burgess  on  admission  is  described 
in   the  rolls  as  '  relief,  '  a  term   borrowed   from  the 

>  D.C.M.  XII.  I.  '  D.C.M.  XII.  4. 

»  D.C.M.  XII.  2. 
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feudal  vocabulary.  ^  So  long  as  the  ancient  custom 
of  the  borough  was  maintained,  one  name  was  as 
good  as  another.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
however,  a  new  system  of  assessment  was  established, 
the  amount  of  '  relief  '  being  fixed  at  two  years  '  rent. 
At  a  court  held  on  the  6th  of  October  1522,  it  was 
found  that  no  less  than  five  of  the  free  burgesses  had 
recently  died — John  Wylkyns  who  paid  2s.  yearly. 
Sir  John  Trevelyan  who  paid  y.  6d.,  Thomas  Stoway 
who  paid  ij-.,  John  Lewes  who  paid  is.  6^.  and  John 
Ellisworth  who  paid  31.  4^.  In  each  of  these  cases 
the  relief  due  to  the  lord  was  set  down  at  double  the 
amount  of  the  rent.  ^  How  the  change  was  intro- 
duced the  rolls  do  not  show.  The  lord  must  assur- 
edly have  surrendered  some  ancient  right  or  due  when 
the  fee  on  admission  to  a  freehold  burgage  of  normal 
value  was  thus  suddenly  raised  from  4^.  to  2s. 

A  fresh  oath  of  fealty  seems  to  have  been  required 
from  every  burgess  of  Dunster  on  the  accession  of  a 
new  lord. 

For  some  time  after  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
the  rolls  of  the  borough  court  are  so  irregular  that  it 
is  impossible  to  say  when  the  oath  of  fealty  and  the 
payment  of  'boroughright',  or  '  relief,  on  succession 
ceased  to  be  exacted.  The  following  entry  occurs 
among  the  proceedings  of  a  court  leet  and  court  baron 
held  on  the  i8th  of  October  1735  : — 

"  We  present  a  releifFe  due  to  the  lord  of  this  burrough 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Giles  Poyntz  leatly  deceased,  who 
died  seized  of  land  or  burgeges  within  this  burrough,  upon 
whose  death,  by  the  information  of  Mr.  Thomas  Prowse, 
steward  of  this  court,  there  was  due  two  pounds,  four  shil- 
lings, and  fourpence  due  to  the  lord  of  the  said  burrough 
for  such  said  releiife,  which  [is]  not  yet  paid.  " 

1  D.C.M.  XIII.  I.  2  D.C.M.  XIII.  3. 
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The  amount  thus  claimed  was  exactly  double  the 
yearly  rent  due  from  Poyntz  for  various  burgages. 

The  amount  of  rent  paid  yearly  at  Martinmas  by 
the  burgesses  of  Dunster  seems  to  have  fluctuated 
slightly  in  the  middle  ages.  The  total  was  9/.  3^.  ^d. 
in  1259  and  1267.  At  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Fourth,  it  should  have  been  8/.  7J.  5^. 
but,  perhaps  in  consequence  of  political  troubles,  many 
of  the  burgages  were  unoccupied  and  i/.  6j-.  \od. 
could  not  be  collected.  ^  It  was  8/.  9^.  \d.  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  but  it  afterwards  declined 
steadily,  possibly  through  a  decrease  in  the  urban 
population,  possibly  through  purchases  made  by  suc- 
cessive owners  of  the  Castle.  ^  In  1648,  there  is  a 
list  of  "  Heigh  rents  payable  yearlie  at  Saint  Martin's 
daie,  "  amounting  to  only  5/.  1 2s.  5^.  Out  of  this 
the  Crown  was  liable  for  i/.  6j-.  in  respect  of  burgages 
that  had  belonged  to  Cleeve  Abbey  and  to  chantries 
suppressed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  and 
Giles  Poyntz  of  Lower  Marsh  was  liable  for  i  /.  2s.  2d. ' 
By  1746,  the  burgage  rents  had  fallen  further  to 
4/.  3 J.  10^.,  of  which  i/.  2i.  2d.  was  due  from  John 
Poyntz,  and  i6j'.  8^/.  from  the  heirs  of  Sir  Hugh 
Stewkley.  The  date  of  payment  had  also  been  altered 
from  Martinmas  to  Michaelmas.  * 

In  course  of  time,  the  burgage  rents  came  to  be 
regarded  merely  as  payments  for  the  right  of  depas- 
turing nine  ewes  and  a  ram  in  the  Salt  Marsh.  '"  A 
few  persons  more  closely  connected  with  the  manor 
of  Carhampton  were  occasionally  admitted  to  similar 
rights  on  payment  of  a  shilling  a  year.  "^ 

Between  the  years  1760  and  1772,  Henry  Fownes 

'  D.C.M.  I.  27.  *  Survey  by  John  St.  Albyn.  D.C.M. 

*  Bailiffs'    accounts  and    Inq.    post          ^  S^vai^e's  Hundred  of  dirhampton, 

mortem,  passim.  p.  37^- 

»  D.C.M.  III.  12.  "  D.C.M.  III.  12. 
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Luttrell  bought  up  the  rights  pertaining  to  fifty-four 
burgages  out  of  a  total  of  eighty-five  ;  and  his  son's 
purchase  of  the  whole  Stewkley  estate  in  Dunster, 
about  1790,  made  a  further  considerable  reduction  in 
the  number.  As  late  as  18 19,  there  were  a  few  out- 
standing rights  of  pasture  in  the  Salt  Marsh,  but  it 
had  been  altogether  forgotten  that  the  payments  of  a 
shilling  a  year  represented  an  ancient  rent  for  property 
in  the  town  to  which  the  lord  had  a  reversionary 
right  in  certain  contingencies.  The  Salt  Marsh  was 
finally  divided  by  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  in  1 865. 

It  has  been  seen  above  that,  in  the  later  part  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  Sir  John  de  Mohun  had  made 
over  to  the  burgesses  of  Dunster  the  right  of  electing 
the  bailiff  of  the  borough.  In  course  of  time,  how- 
ever, they  ceased  to  act  together  as  a  corporation, 
and  the  right  reverted  to  the  lord. 

In  1 62 1,  Robert  Poore  paid  12/.  for  the  bailiwick 
of  the  borough,  including  the  benefit  of  the  outstand- 
ings, the  weighing  of  yarn  and  wool  and  all  other 
merchandise  brought  to  the  Town-hall  to  be  weighed, 
the  benefit  of  the  two  fairs  on  "  Whitesun  Mundaie 
and  Good  Frydaie,  "  and  "  a  certaine  rent  paid  yerly 
by  the  tanners  betweene  Martyns  daie  and  Christmas 
Eve  called  Larder-silver.  " 

In  1 629,  George  Luttrell  demised  to  Andrew  Worth 
of  Dunster,  yeoman,  his  executors  and  assigns,,  for 
twenty-one  years,  "  all  that  the  office  and  baily  wicke  of 
the  borough  of  Dunster  ...  and  also  the  outstandinges, 
coveridge-money,  and  pitchinge-pence  on  the  fayre 
daies  and  markett  daies....  together  with  the  benefitt 
and  profitt  of  tollage  and  also  of  weighinge  of  yarne 
in  the  New  Hall  and  elsewhere  within  the  borough 
aforesaid,  and  likewise  the  rents,  yssues,  and  profitts  of 
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the  butchers'  standinges  on  Whitson  Monday  yerely, " 
and  all  other  advantages  belonging  to  the  bailiwick, 
reserving  to  himself  and  his  heirs  "  all  instandinges 
and  shoppes  "  and  the  rents  usually  paid  to  him.  He 
also  undertook  to  provide  "  fit,  necessary,  and  sufficient 
boordes,  tressells,  forckes  and  poles  for  the  standinges 
aforesaid,  as  often  as  neede  shall  require.  "  The  yearly 
rent  of  10/.  to  be  paid  by  the  lessee  is  explicitly  stated 
to  be  the  ancient  rent  for  the  bailiwick.  ^ 

In  the  record  of  proceedings  at  the  court  leet  in 
October  1739,  we  find  : — 

"  Samuel  Matthews  was  at  this  court  elected  by  the  lady 
of  the  manor  bailiff  of  the  borough  of  Dunster  during 
pleasure,  and  he  was  then  sworn  to  the  due  execution  of  his 
office. 

Later  on  we  find  the  following  : — 

"  Conditions  of  a  survey  held  on  Thursday  the  29th  Sept- 
ember 1763,  at  the  Ship  Inn  in  Dunster  in  the  county  of 
Somerset  for  setting  (sic)  the  Cornhouse,  Markethouse, 
Tubhouse  and  butchers'  shambles  in  Dunster  aforesaid, 
together  with  the  reasonable  use  of  all  the  tubs,  pecks  and 
other  measures,  boards,  trussels,  poles,  beams,  scales  and 
weights  that  now  are  in  or  belong  to  the  Markethouse  and 
market  aforesaid,  and  all  tolls  and  other  advantages,  emolu- 
ments, profits  and  priviledges  of  the  market  and  fair  to  be 
holden  and  kept  in  Dunster  aforesaid  and  which  to  the  clerk 
of  the  market  of  Dunster  aforesaid  do  or  may  belong  and  of 
right  appertain,  except  all  the  inclosed  shops  and  other  rooms 
taken  out  of  the  Markethouse,  for  the  term  of  seven  years." 

This  *  survey  '  was  a  sort  of  auction,  at  which  dif- 
ferent persons  stated  the  yearly  rent  which  they  were 
respectively  wiUing  to  pay,  and  the  bids  rose  from 
47/.  to  60/.  at  which  figure  the  lease  was  granted  to 
George  Gale. 

'  D.C.M.xv.  22.  Of.  however  D.C.M.  xiv.  33,  41. 
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In  documents  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries,  the  profits  of  the  market  of  Dunster  are 
often  associated  with  those  of  the  sea-port.  When 
royal  writs  and  proclamations  were  addressed  to  the 
different  ports  of  the  realm,  there  were  only  two 
places  in  Somerset  to  which  they  were  sent.  Bridge- 
water  and  Dunster.  ^  In  1375,  the  St.  Marie  Cog  of 
Dunster,  a  vessel  of  57  tons,  valued  with  its  cargo  at 
275/.  was  taken  or  destroyed  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Loire.  ^  Soon  after  this,  Minehead  came  into  notice 
as  a  port,  and  it  gradually  supplanted  Dunster.  It 
was  from  Minehead  that  the  Leonard  of  Dunster 
sailed  to  Bordeaux  in  1417.^  In  1 565,  Watchet, 
Dunster  Haven,  and  Porlock  Bay  are  described  as 
places  in  the  precinct  of  Bridgewater  at  which  "smalle 
botes  "  were  wont  to  land  "  salte,  wyne,  vyctualles, 
wood  and  coole.  "  *  There  had  recently  been  trouble 
about  the  second  of  these  places.  According  to  an 
information  filed  by  the  Attorney  General,  the  Port- 
reeve and  burgesses  of  Minehead,  relying  upon  their 
new  charter,  would  not  allow  any  "  ship,  boat,  or 
vessel  "  to  put  into  Dunster  Haven.  To  enforce 
their  prohibition,  they  used,  he  averred,  to  carry  off 
the  sail  of  any  offending  craft,  and  to  imprison  the 
master  and  crew.  They  also  claimed  control  over 
the  sale  of  merchandise  and  victuals  at  the  Haven.  ^ 

Eventually  nature  put  an  end  to  the  maritime 
commerce  of  Dunster.  At  best  its  port  was  no  more 
than  a  creek  at  the  mouth  of  the  little  river,  and  in 
process  of  time  it  got  silted  up  with  alluvial  matter. 
The  course  of  the  river  has  been  changed  so  much  in 

'  Rymer's  Foedera,   vol.  ii.  p.  701  ;  ^  See  above,  page  88. 

vol.   iii.  pp.    125,   460,   495,  500,  728  ;  ''  Exchequer,  K.R.  Special  Commis- 

Calendar  oj  Close  Rolls,  /296-1502,  p.  sions,  1928. 

loi  ;  1337-1339,  p.  379  ;  Calendar  of  ^  Memoranda     Roll,    K.R.     Easter, 

Patent  Rolls,  1390-1401,  p.  487.  3  Eliz.  m.  109. 

'  Chancery  Miscellanea,  bundle  28. 
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recent  years  that  the  very  site  of  the  medieval  Haven 
of  Dunster  can  hardly  be  recognised,  but  a  long  pool 
of  fresh  w^ater  near  Sea  Lane  is  still  knov^n  as  '  the 
Hawn.  ' 

Along  a  considerable  part  of  the  coast  of  Somerset 
the  lords  of  Dunster  have  for  centuries  claimed  the 
right  known  as  '  v^reck  of  sea.  '  There  is  mention 
of  '  the  wreck  of  Dunestor '  as  early  as  the  year  1 1 82.  * 
When  a  ship  going  from  Ireland  to  Wales  was 
wrecked  at  Dunster  in  131 1,  the  people  of  the 
country,  presumably  tenants  of  Sir  John  de  Mohun, 
carried  away  the  cargo.  ^  So  again,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  Second,  the  local  agents  of  Lady  de 
Mohun  seized  the  sulphur,  woad,  ginger,  raisins, 
writing-paper,  flax,  sugar,  prunes,  rice,  cinnamon, 
pepper,  and  other  merchandise  of  Ludovico  Gentili 
and  Cosimo  Doria  of  Genoa,  found  in  a  ship  driven  on 
to  the  same  shore.  ^  Numerous  instances  have  been 
adduced,  from  the  court-rolls  and  other  sources,  of  the 
exercise  of  the  right  to  wreck  in  subsequent  centuries, 
the  Luttrells  claiming  it  from  the  Foreland  in  the 
parish  of  Countesbury  to  Shurton  Bars  in  the  parish 
of  Stoke  Courcy,  a  stretch  of  some  thirty-two  miles. 
In  1857,  the  Board  of  Trade  explicitly  admitted  the 
title  of  the  late  John  Fownes  Luttrell  to  unclaimed 
wreck  washed  ashore  between  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  parish  of  Lillstock  and  the  stream  dividing  the 
counties  of  Devon  and  Somerset,  thus  somewhat  cur- 
tailing the  line.  * 

In   the   absence   of  any    royal   charter  conferring 

I  Pipe  Roll.  Dunster,  the  manors  of  Minehead  and 

^Calendar  o,    Patent    Rolls,    1307-  Carhampton,  the  hundred  of  Carliamp- 

'3'5>  P-  311-  ^°"'  '*"'^'  "^^  manor  of  Kilton,  "  as  if 

*  Rymer's  Fccdera,  vol.  iv.  p.  75.  each    of    these    properties    conferred 

*  Hancock's  Minehead,  pp.  35,  36.  separate  rights  in  this  respect,  and 
The  official  letter  pleonastically  ment-  uses  the  word  '  comprising  '  in  a  mis- 
ions   "  the   honour    and    borough    of  leading  sense. 
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privileges  upon  the  early  lords  of  Dunster,  we  might 
suppose  that  they  were  entitled  to  wreck  of  sea  along 
the  whole  coast  of  the  Hundred  of  Carhampton  and 
along  the  coast  of  all  manors  comprised  in  the  Hon- 
our, or  Barony,  of  Dunster.  Shurton,  excluded  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  would  consequently  have  been  in 
their  jurisdiction.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  obviously 
unlikely  that  they  had  any  established  rights  on  the 
coast  of  such  manors  as  Stoke  Courcy,  Kilve,  or  East 
Quantockshead,  which  were  neither  in  their  Hundred 
nor  in  their  Barony.  A  royal  charter  of  1267  gave 
to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Cleeve  wreck  of  sea 
along  their  own  piece  of  the  coast,  and  it  is  known 
that  the  Walerands  and  the  Fitzpayns  claimed  a  simi- 
lar right  in  their  manor  of  Stoke  Courcy.  ^  The 
cartulary  of  the  Mohun  family,  compiled  by  John 
Osberne  in  1350,  states  explicitly  that  among  the 
privileges  pertaining  to  Dunster  was  that  of  wreck 
along  the  whole  coast  of  the  Hundred  of  Carhampton, 
from  the  water  of  Oare  to  that  of  Sheotemouth  near 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Mary  of  Cleeve. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  that  successive  lords  of 
the  manorsofMinehead,Dunster,andCarhampton  have 
been  entitled  to  the  foreshore  adjoining.  Their  court- 
rolls  and  accounts  abound  in  references  to  '  staches '  and 
'  weres  '  by  the  sea  as  sources  of  revenue.  It  is  believed 
that  upright  stakes  fixed  on  a  rough  wall  near  low  water 
mark  were  formerly  connected  with  '  freething, '  or 
wattles,  so  as  to  catch  fish  stranded  by  the  reflux  of  the 
tide.  According  to  modern  practice,  moveable  nets 
are  affixed  to  the  stakes  for  the  same  purpose. 

Leland,  writing  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
notes  that  "  the  Moions  hz.d Jura  regalia  at  Dunster."  ^ 

•  Calendar  of  Charter  Rolls,  vol.  ii.       p.  254. 
p.  69  ;  Assize  Roll,  no.  759,  mm.  5,  gd.;  ^  Itinerary  (ed.  1907),  p.  166. 

Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,   1302-1313, 
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One  of  these  rights  was  that  of  treasure  trove  through- 
out the  Hundred  of  Carhampton.  Another  was  that 
of  hanging  thieves  caught  with  the  stolen  goods  upon 
them.  Although  this  ceased  to  be  exercised  at  an  early 
period,  the  names  of  Gallockstreet,  Gallocksbridge, 
Gallockswell,  Gallockscross  and  Gallocksdown  have 
survived.  John  Osberne,  writing  in  1350,  mentions 
gallows  called  '  Scamerdon ',  common  to  Dunster  and 
Carhampton.^  There  were  also  gallows  at  Minehead, 
not  far  from  Lower  Hopcot.^  Another  highly  valued 
right  of  the  Mohuns  was  the  '  extract,'  or  *  return,'  of 
writs,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  being  precluded  from 
executing  any  royal  instructions  within  their  privileged 
area  save  through  the  agency  of  their  bailiff.  ^ 

Leland  states  briefly  that  "  the  toun  of  Dunestorre 
makith  cloth.  "  ^  Local  notices  of  this  industry  ex- 
tend over  more  than  five  centuries  of  English  history. 
In  an  elaborate  '  extent  '  of  the  manor  of  Dunster 
made  in  1266,  we  may  observe  the  names  of  Adam 
the  dyer,  Walter  the  webber  ftextorj,  William  the 
fuller,  Alice  the  webber  (textrixj  and  Christina  the 
webber.^  In  1259,  as  again  in  1279,  1330  and  i  376, 
a  fulling-mill  yielded  a  rent  of  1 3^.  4^.  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor.  ^  This  was  presumably  the  building 
described  in  141 1  and  1437  as  "  le  tokyng  mill. "  ^ 

The  business  seems  to  have  increased,  for  in  1376, 
the  reeve  of  Dunster  accounted  for  I2d.  "  of  the  new 
rent  of  WiUiam  Taillour  at  Hocktide  and  Michaelmas 
for  a  fulling-mill  which  the  said  William  has  erected 
over  the  lord's  watercourse.  "  "     In  141  8,  this  mill  is 

>  Mohun  Cartulary.  *  D.C.M.  vili.  4. 

*  D.C.M.  viii.  6  ;  XXXI.  5.  '  D.C.M.  xvii.  2  ;  Inq.  post  mortem, 
»  RotnliHiitulredonim,  vol.  ii.  p.  125;       C.  Edw.  I.  file  22  (i):  Edw.  HI.  file  22 

Pollock  &■  Maitland's  History  of  English      (11)  ;  D.C.M.  ix.  2. 
Law,  vol.  i.  pp.  583,  644.  '  D.C.M.  X.  I  ;  XI.  3. 

*  Itinerary,  p.  166.  »  D.C.M.  ix.  2. 

m 
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described  as  situate  near  '  le  Colverhay.  '  Thomas 
Touker  was  then  paying  the  old  rent  of  i  31.  4^.  for 
a  fulling  mill  '  under  Grobhurst  ;  '  a  third  mill  '  near 
Barlebienshey  (sic)  '  yielded  2s.  ;  and  the  Abbot  of 
Cleeve  had  a  fourth  in  or  near  West  Street.  ^  A  few 
years  later,  only  three  such  mills  are  mentioned,  that 
situate  under  Parlbienshay,  that  rented  by  Thomas 
Touker  at  Frilford  or  Frekeford,  and  that  which 
Thomas  Touker  the  younger  rented  from  the  Abbot 
of  Cleeve.  ^  In  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth,  one  of  the  public  highways  in  Dunster  was 
known  as  '  Toukerstrete.  '  As  it  certainly  adjoined 
some  running  water,  it  may  have  been  the  continuation 
of  West  Street  towards  Frackford.  ^  In  the  later 
part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  Robert  Touker 
paid  yearly  rent  for  a  fulling-mill  newly  built  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Castle,  but  presumably  far  below  it.^ 
In  1467,  an  order  was  made  by  the  borough 
court  : — 

"  That  nobody  shall  henceforth  make  linen  cloth  of 
*  flockys,  *  and  if  it  be  proved  by  anyone  that  then  the  cloth 
so  made  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  lord.  "  ^ 

In  1492,  three  persons  were  amerced  for  polluting 
the  river  between  Dunster  and  Dunster  Hanger  with 
"  le  wodewater,  "  and  an  order  was  made  : — 

"  That  no  dyer  shall  henceforth  put  or  throw  *  le  wode- 
water '  in  the  lord's  stream  (rivulo)  before  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  under  pain  of  /\.od.  every  time. 

In  1494,  there  were  two  presentments  at  the 
court  : — 

"  William  Morgan  has  unlawfully  made  his  cloth  mixed 

1  D.C.M.  XI.  I.     Parlebienshay  was  '^  D.C.M.  x.  3  ;  xi.  2. 

so  called  after  a  man  who  bore  the  ''  D.C.M.  xviii.  4. 

French  nickname  of  '  Parlebien. '  *  D.C.M.  xii.  4. 

»  D.C.M.  xviii.  3,  4. 
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with  *  flokkes,  '  to  the  detriment  of  his  neighbours,  and 
contrary  to  the  statute  issued  on  this  behalf.  Therefore  he 
is  amerced  ^od.  " 

"  John  Lechelond  unlawfully  makes  his  cloth  with  'cardes  * 
{i.e.  thistles),  contrary  to  the  statute.  Therefore  he  is 
amerced  3<^. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  traces  of  a  Sabbatarian 
spirit  at  this  period.  At  a  court  held  in  April  1491, 
it  was  ordained  : — 

"  That  no  fuller  shall  henceforth  allow  his  mills  to  make 
cloth  from  the  time  of  evensong  on  Saturday  until  after 
vespers  on  Sunday,  under  pain  of  6j.  8<^.,  whereof  40*^.  to 
the  lord  and  /\.od.  to  the  church.  " 

Two  fullers  were  amerced  in  that  year  for  breach 
of  this  ordinance.  ^ 

Special  arrangements  were  necessary  for  drying  the 
cloth  after  the  process  of  '  fulling, '  or  '  tucking.  '  In 
1459,  a  member  of  the  trade  was  empowered  to  make 
a  '  tentorium^  '  called  "  in  English  '  le  reck  '  "  on  the 
'  Castel  Torre  '  at  Dunster  on  a  strip  of  ground  meas- 
uring 63  feet  by  18.^  In  i486,  there  were  several 
'  tenters,  '  or  racks  *  on  Grobfaste,  '  and  the  bailiff  of 
the  borough  accounted  to  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell  for  6^. 
received  from  John  Cok  for  one  tenter  and  for  2s.  bd. 
for  divers  tenters.  In  the  following  year,  he  debited 
himself  with  71.  '  new  rent  '  for  tenters  set  up  '  on 
the  Castle  Tor'  and  'on  Grobfast.  '  ^  In  1529, 
Thomas  Everard  the  younger  paid  rent  to  the  lord  of 
Dunster  for  "  a  clotherack  caulyd  the  myddell  racke 
upon  Grobfast,  with  a  fullyng  myll  caulyd  Frekeford," 
which  has  been  already  mentioned. " 

By  a  will  dated  in  1 57 1 ,  Richard  Worth  of  Dunster 
bequeathed  6/.  i  3^.  \d.  to  the  use  of  young  beginners 

'  D.C.M.  xiii.  I.  ^  D.C.M.  XIII.  2. 

»  D.C.M.  XII.  J.  *  D.C.M.  XIX.  8. 
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exercising  the  art  of  cloth-making  in  the  borough.  ^ 
Later  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  tucking-mill  with 
two  stocks  that  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbot  of 
Cleeve  was  pulled  down  by  the  grantee,  Colle,  in 
order  to  make  room  for  two  new  grist-mills.  George 
Luttrell,  as  owner  of  the  ancient  manorial  grist-mills, 
retaliated  by  diverting  a  part  of  the  water-course, 
whereupon  Colle  brought  a  suit  against  for  him  break- 
ing the  head-weir  at  Hurlepool.  ^ 

In  1589,  George  Howe  of  Dunster,  clothier,  built 
"  one  tuckinge  or  fullinge  mill  "  of  two  "  stooks  " 
adjoining  the  eastern  end  of  the  "  water  griste  mille," 
situate  "  under  the  Castell  Torre,  on  the  south  parte 
thereof.  "  In  consideration  of  his  expenses,  he  ob- 
tained from  George  Luttrell  a  lease  for  twenty-one 
years  of  the  said  new  mill,  a  close  called  Culvercliffe 
containing  two  acres,  with  a  rack  standing  therein 
'  under  Grobhurst,'  two  "  rackromes  "  standing  on 
the  south-western  part  of  the  Castle  Tor,  and  a  little 
plot  called  the  '  Hopkegarden  '  on  the  western  side  of 
the  common  ryne  adjoining  the  grist-mill,  the  whole 
at  the  nominal  rent  of  26s.  S^.  ^ 

There  is  a  parliamentary  enactment  of  1601  that 

"  Dunster  cotton  hereafter  shalbe  by  this  present  acte 
intended  and  taken  to  be  of  like  length  and  breadth  as 
Taunton  and  Bridgewater  cloth.  "* 

Six  years  later,  there  is  a  further  enactment  : — 

"  That  every  broad  cloth  commonly  called  Tauntons, 
Bridgewaters  and  Dunsters,  made  in  the  western  part  of 
Somersetshire,  or  elsewhere  of  like  making,  shall  contain, 
being  thoroughly  wet,  between  twelve  and  thirteen  yards,  and 
in  breadth  seven  quarters  of  a  yard  at  the  least,  and  being 
well  scoured,  thicked,  milled  and  fully  dried,  shall  weigh 
thirty  pounds  the  cloth  at  least.  "^ 

'  Brown's  Somersetshire  Wills,  vol.  ^  D.C.M.  xiv.  29. 

ii.  p.  81.  •*  St.  43  Eliz.  c.  10. 

2  D.C.M.  XV.  4.  5  St.  4.  Jac.  I.  c.  2. 
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It  was  for  the  sale  of  cloth  that  George  Luttrell 
built  the  octagonal  Market-House  which  is  so  pictur- 
esque a  feature  in  the  main  street  of  Dunster. 

In  1655,  there  is  mention  of  a  piece  of  waste  land 
beaten  out  of  the  rock  at  the  lower  end  of  West  Street, 
adjoining  the  mill-stream,  under  a  close  called  '  Racke 
Cloase  '  wherein  stood  divers  fullers'  racks.  Two 
years  later,  Francis  Luttrell  received  35J.  for  the  rent 
of  seven  '  rack  rooms  '  then  in  use,  of  which  five  were 
on  the  Castle  Tor.  By  1670,  the  total  number  of 
rack-rooms  had  risen  to  nine,  but  the  rent  therefrom 
had  fallen  to  30J-. 

In  171 3,  William  Leigh  of  Dunster,  clothier,  took 
a  lease  of  a  messuage  called  '  Frackford,  '  comprising 
a  dwelling-house  and  two  fulling-mills,  with  a  coppice 
called  '  Rack  Close  '  situate  '  under  Goose  Wheekes 
Path,  '  with  the  right  of  setting  up  racks  on  the  side 
of  Grabbist  Hill.  From  1682  to  1760,  the  smaller 
fulling-mill  next  to  the  old  grist-mills  seems  to  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  successive  members  of  the  Hos- 
som  family,  who  latterly  paid  only  6s.  8^.  rent  and  a 
heriot,  or  fine,  of  i  31.  4^.  on  succession.  It  is  described 
as  "  of  no  value  "  in  1746  "  by  reason  of  the  badness 
of  trade.  "  A  tenant  was,  however,  found  for  it  six 
years  later,  and  in  1777  it  was  supposed  to  yield  8/. 
a  year  to  the  owner  of  the  Castle.  The  fullers'  rack 
rents  which  brought  in  3/.  8j.  in  171 9  had  by  1746 
sunk  to  i/,,  there  being  only  five  let  at  4J.  apiece. 
After  1764,  they  disappear  from  the  rental.  Never- 
theless, Henry  Fownes  Luttrell  thought  it  worth 
while,  in  1765,  to  convert  a  grist-mill,  which  he  had 
bought  from  one  Ingram,  into  a  fulling-mill.  This, 
with  a  piece  of  meadow,  yielded  at  first  15/.  a  year, 
but  only  8/.  in  1779.  Ingram  may  have  been  the 
eventual  successor  of  Colle  mentioned  above. 
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Savage,  writing  in  1830  with  regard  to  the  industry 
of  Dunster  in  the  eighteenth  century  says  : — 

"  At  that  time  the  female  inmates  of  farm  houses,  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  district,  from  the  mistress  to  the  ap- 
prentice maid,  and  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  labourers, 
were  employed,  when  not  occupied  about  their  household 
affairs  or  farms,  in  spinning  their  master's  wool  into  yarn  by 
hand,  which  was  regularly  carried  to  this  market  and  sold  to 
the  clothiers  here,  and  others  who  came  from  Old  Cleeve, 
Williton,  Putsham,  Wiveliscombe,  and  other  places. "  ^ 

The  periodical  courts  of  the  borough  of  Dunster 
are  mentioned  by  the  name  of  the  '  portmote  '  in 
1279,  when  its  pleas  and  perquisites  were  valued  at 
20s J  In  1330,  they  were  valued  at  5//  The  rolls 
of  the  fifteenth  century  show  very  much  larger  profits 
to  the  lord. 

The  two  principal  courts  of  the  year,  '  law-days, ' 
or  courts  leet '  with  view  of  frank-pledge, '  were  that 
of  Hocktide,  about  a  fortnight  after  Easter,  and  that 
of  Michaelmas  term,  usually  held  on  the  Monday  after 
the  feast  of  St.  Luke  (October  18).  The  court  next 
after  either  of  these  was  sometimes  styled  in  Latin 
'  cun'a  comp/eta, '  or  in  English  '  the  fulfilling  day.  ' 
Other  courts  were  held  throughout  the  year  at  intervals 
of  not  less  than  three  weeks.  The  lord's  steward  was 
of  course  the  president  at  all  the  courts  alike.  The 
bailiff  was  also  invariably  present.  A  jury  of  twelve 
freemen  attended  at  the  two  principal  courts  and 
sometimes  at  the  two  courts  that  followed  them.  At 
the  meeting  in  October,  election  was  made  of  the 
officers  of  the  borough,  two  constables  of  the  peace, 
two  bread-weighers  and  two  ale-tasters,  in  the  four- 
teenth century.     To  these  were  added,  in  the  reign 

1  History  of  the  Hundred  of  Carhamp-      22  (i). 
ton,  p.  383.  3  iiji^i  c.  Edw.  ni.  file  22  (ii). 

-  Inq.  post  mortem,  C.  Edw.  I.,  file 
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of  Henry  the  Fourth,  two  surveyors  of  victuals  or 
keepers  of  the  shambles,  and,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  tv^^o  keepers  of  the  streets. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  constables  to  '  present,  '  or 
report,  all  breaches  of  the  peace,  with  a  view  to  the 
amercement  of  the  offenders,  and  to  confiscate  any 
weapon  used.  Their  action  was  independent  of  such 
proceedings  as  the  aggrieved  parties  might  take  in 
the  court  against  their  assailants.  Persons  of  all  ranks 
appear  in  the  lists  of  presentments  : — 

1410,  October  23.  "Richard  the  chaplain  of  Lullokes- 
burg  drew  blood  of  Laurence  Scolemayster  with  his  fist, 
contrary  to  the  peace.  " 

141 1,  March  16.  "John  Spere  chaplain  drew  a  knife 
against  John  Loty,  contrary  to  the  peace.  Therefore  he  is 
in  mercy,  6d.  And  John  Loty  drew  a  dagger — forfeited  to 
the  lord — against  John  Spere  chaplain.  Therefore  he  is  in 
mercy,  6d.  "  ^ 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  bread-weighers  to  present 
any  bakers  who  sold  loaves  of  insufficient  size  or  bad 
quality.  The  ale-tasters  used  to  *  present '  brewers  and 
ale-wives  who  tapped  their  barrels  before  the  contents 
had  been  examined,  those  who  refused  to  supply 
samples,  those  who  made  use  of  unauthorised  measures 
and  those  who  sold  beer  in  houses  undistinguished  by 
a  signboard. 

1409,  October.  "  Elizabeth  Jone  who  had  ale  for  sale  in 
a  tavern  refused  it  to  Thomas  Paccehole  and  afterwards  sold 
six  gallons — which  are  forfeited — from  the  same  tavern. 
Therefore  she  is  in  mercy,  12^."^ 

Beer  was  indeed  a  source  of  considerable  profit  to 
the  lords  of  Dunster  in  the  fifteenth  century.  At 
court  after  court,  fines  were  imposed  upon  persons 

1  D.C.M.  X.  3.  *  t»C.M.  X.  3. 
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'  presented  '  for  having  '  brewed  and  broken  the 
assise.  '  On  one  occasion,  no  less  than  eighty-six 
persons  were  for  this  reason  required  to  pay  6d.  apiece, 
but  it  is  clear  that  they  were  not  regarded  as  moral 
delinquents,  the  bailiff's  presentments  of  them  being 
quite  distinct  from  the  ale-tasters'  presentments  of 
dishonest  publicans.  The  amount  of  the  fines  imposed 
upon  respectable  householders  generally  varied  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  times  on  which  they  had  com- 
mitted a  purely  technical  offence.  ^  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  these  fines  were  payable  to  the 
Constable  of  the  Castle.  Butchers  were  sometimes 
amerced  for  selling  meat  at  home,  instead  of  bringing 
it  to  market.  They  were  also  liable  to  get  into 
trouble  if  they  removed  the  skins  of  the  slaughtered 
beasts  and  tried  to  sell  them  separately.  The  con- 
sumers on  the  other  hand  were  free  to  recover  some 
of  their  outlay.  So  it  was  that,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Fourth,  the  steward  of  the  household  of  Sir  Hugh 
Luttrell  used  to  sell  hides,  calf-skins,  and  woolfells, 
after  sending  beef,  veal  and  mutton  into  the  kitchen.  ^ 

1408,  May  8.  "  John  Diere,  a  common  fisherman,  went 
away  with  his  fish,  in  prejudice  of  the  town  and  contrary  to 
the  custom  of  the  borough.     Therefore  he  is  in  mercy,  4^. " 

1424,  October  23.  "  Walter  Phelp,  Walter  Stone,  Philip 
Cras,  John  Oldley,  tenants  of  the  lord,  sold  their  fish  to 
strangers  before  offering  {protuP)  it  in  the  lord's  court  at  the 
Castle,  contrary  to  the  ancient  ordinance.  Therefore  they 
are  in  mercy,  6d.  ^d.  6d.  3<^.  " 

The  jury  usually  endorsed  the  presentments  made 
by  the  elected  officers  of  the  borough.  In  a  few  in- 
stances they  disagreed  with  the  constables  with  regard 
to  assaults.  The  supplementary  presentments  made 
by   them,  are   far  more  varied  and  interesting  than 

•  D.C.M.  XII.  1-4.  2  D.C.M.  XXXVII.  7. 
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those  made  by  the  officers.  The  commonest  offisnces, 
reported  time  after  time,  were  the  laying  of  dung  in 
the  streets,  the  obstruction  of  gutters,  and  the  pollution 
of  streams.  Then  again  the  principal  burgesses,  from 
the  Benedictine  Prior  downwards,  were  frequently 
amerced  for  allowing  their  pigs  to  roam  at  large  in 
the  town,  although  it  might  have  been  argued  that 
there  were  no  better  scavengers.  Some  topographical 
information  is  to  be  gleaned  from  precepts  to  particular 
persons  to  repair  specified  roads  and  bridges.  The 
jury  were  always  severe  against  persons  who  tried  to 
carry  on  more  than  one  trade,  against  'forestallers'  who 
intercepted  provisions  on  the  way  to  the  market,  and 
'  regraters  '  who  bought  wholesale  in  the  morning 
with  a  view  to  selling  later  in  the  day  at  an  enhanced 
price.  The  ordinary  buyer  was  to  be  protected  against 
speculators  of  all  sorts. 

In  imposing  penalties  on  individuals,  the  jury  was 
often  satisfied  to  rely  upon  common  report,  without 
requiring  evidence  of  the  commission  of  a  specific 
offence.  Thus  a  petty  pilferer,  or  '  holcrop  ',  might 
be  amerced  upon  general  grounds. ' 

1408,  May.  "  Ellen  Watkyns  is  a  common  *  holcroppe ' 
of  divers  things  and  a  common  scold  and  disturber  of  the 
peace.  Therefore  she  is  in  mercy,  4^....  Geoffrey  Taillour 
is  a  common  night-walker  and  disturber  of  the  peace.  There- 
fore he  is  in  mercy,  half  a  mark.  " ' 

1443,  April  8.  "John  [Towker,  '  coryser, '  servant  of 
William  Bedewyn]  is  a  common  spy  or  listener  at  the 
windows  of  the  neighbours,  and  likewise  a  common  night- 
walker  and  eavesdropper  {lucultator).  Therefore  he  is  in 
mercy,  y.  \d.  "  ' 

1493,  August  5.  "  Order  John  Huyshe  and  Jerard 
Goldesmyth  that  henceforth  they  do  not  allow  their  wives 

'  The  obscure  word  '  holcrop '  occurs      hampton. 
also  in  the  court  rolls  of  the  manor  of  *  D.C.M.  x.  3. 

Minehead,  and  of  the  hundred  of  Car-  *  D.C.M.  xii.  3. 
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to  quarrel  or  to  use  opprobrious  or  scandalous  words  against 
their  neighbours  or  them  {seipsos)^  under  pain  of  either  of 
them  delinquent  in  the  matter  oiios.  to  be  paid  to  the  lord."  ^ 

From  time  to  time  the  constables  were  directed  by 
the  court  to  eject  notorious  scolds  from  the  borough. 
On  rarer  occasions  the  court  displayed  solicitude 
as  to  the  private  morals  of  individual  householders. 
Under  an  ancient  regulation,  no  burgess  w^as  allowed 
to  entertain  a  stranger  for  more  than  three  days  and 
three  nights  without  reporting  him  to  the  constables. 
On  the  other  hand  two  men  were  amerced  i^d.  apiece, 
in  141  2,  for  refusing  to  receive  certain  pilgrims. 

Men  were  liable  to  amercement  if  they  refused  to 
serve  as  watchmen  at  the  time  of  the  Midsummer 
bonfires.  In  the  autumn,  labourers  were  often  fined  3^. 
apiece  for  going  away  '  eastward  ',  with  a  view  to 
getting  higher  wages  as  harvesters  than  they  could  get 
at  Dunster. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
court  made  various  ordinances  for  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  borough,  some  of  which  may  be  quoted 
here  :  — 

1467,  April  20.  "  That  nobody  shall  henceforth  put 
dung,  straw,  or  other  nuisances  in  the  water  running  to  the 
lord's  mills  at  any  time  of  the  week,  save  after  (^citra)  one 
o'clock  after  noon  on  Saturday  ;  and  that  the  whole  '  flode- 
yate '  standing  in  the  same  water  shall  be  open  by  {ergo)  the 
aforesaid  hour  ;  under  pain  of  all  those  who  can  be  found 
in  default  of  (id.  to  be  paid  to  the  lord.  "  ^ 

1489,  May  II.  "  That  nobody  dwelling  beside  the  lord's 
water  between  the  tenement  of  William  Symes  and  the  lord's 
mill  shall  throw  any  dirt  or  straw  into  the  water  there  during 
the  week,  save  on  Sunday  after  two  o'clock  after  noon,  under 
pain  of  every  one  delinquent  therein  of  iid.  every  time.  " 

1490.  October  22.     "  That  nobody  shall  henceforth  throw 

'  D.C.M.  XIII.  I.  2  D.C.M.  XII.  3. 
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any  dirt  into  the  water  running  to  the  lord's  mill,  save  only 
on  Saturday  after  twelve  o'clock,  under  pain  of  ^od. " 

1496,  October  24.  "  That  nobody  shall  henceforth  put 
or  throw  any  dirt  or  dung  in  the  water  running  to  the  lord's 
mills  save  only  on  Saturday  at  the  second  hour  after  dinner, 
under  pain  of  3^.  as  often  as  anyone  shall  happen  to  be 
found  in  default  herein. 

i486,  April  17.  "That  nobody  shall  henceforth  put  or 
throw  any  ashes  with  fire  on  any  '  donghill '  within  the  town, 
under  pain  of  ^od.  " 

1493,  October  21.  "That  nobody  in  the  borough  shall 
henceforth  make  a  fire  outside  the  chimney,  in  any  house 
covered  with  thatch  {stramine)^  under  pain  of  10s.  " 

1488,  April  29.  "  That  nobody  shall  henceforth  winnow 
{yentulai)  his  grain  in  '  le  Castell  Bayly  '  and  at  '  le  Barrys  ' 
unless  he  forthwith  remove  the  chaff  arising  therefrom, 
under  pain  of  everyone  delinquent  therein  oi  iid  every 
time.  " 

i486,  April  17.  "That  nobody  shall  henceforth  break 
the  palings  of  the  lord's  park  or  carry  them  away,  or  have 
any  gates  or  footpaths  in  the  lord's  park,  without  licence, 
save  the  parker  of  the  same,  under  pain  oi  \od. 

1489,  October  22.  "That  nobody  shall  henceforth  sell 
any  loads  of  furze  called  '  trusses  '  beyond  i\d.  under  pain 
of  \id.  of  the  seller  and  the  buyer  alike.  " 

1 49 1,  April  25,  "That  nobody  resident  {manens)  in  the 
borough,  who  is  not  a  burgess,  shall  henceforth  cut  or  dig 
heath  on  Crowdon  for  sale,  but  only  for  his  own  use,  under 
pain  of  \od ;  and  that  no  stranger  resident  without  the 
borough  shall  henceforth  cut  or  dig  heath  or  turf  on  Crow- 
don, unless  he  be  hired  by  burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  borough, 
under  pain  of  6j.  %d. 

1489,  October  22.  "  That  nobody  of  the  country  {patrie) 
shall  henceforth  buy  any  grain  in  the  market  before  ten 
o'clock,  under  pain  of  40^. 

1496,  October  24.  "  That  no  baker  in  the  borough  shall 
henceforth  buy  grain  in  the  market,  or  go  into  the  market 
to  buy  any  grain  therein  before  eleven  o'clock,  under  pain 
of  6s.  Sd.  one  half  to  be  paid  to  the  lord  and  the  other  half 
to  the  church. " 
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1489,  October  22.  "  That  nobody  shall  henceforth  keep 
in  his   service  any  Irish   servants,  save   one,  under   pain   of 

lOJ.  " 

1492,  May.  "That  nobody  shall  henceforth  keep  grey- 
hounds (Jeporarios  sive  leporarias)  in  the  borough  unless  he 
can  spend  40J.  of  yearly  income  (redditus)  under  pain  of 
6s.  %d. "  ^ 

1472,  October  19.  "That  nobody  shall  henceforth  use 
or  carry  swords,  lances,  '  gleyves, '  or  other  defensible  and 
unlawful  arms,  contrary  to  the  statute  of  our  lord  the  king 
provided  in  this  respect,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same 
and  6j.  %d.  for  every  offence  of  this  sort,  to  be  paid  to  the 
lord  as  often  as  discovery  shall  be  made.  " 

"  And  it  is  ordained  likewise  by  the  court,  with  the  assent 
of  the  twelve  jurors  and  the  other  officers  (aforesaid)  that 
no  man  shall  henceforth  shoot  with  his  bows  {arquis)  and 
arrows  in  the  churchyard  of  Dunster,  or  unlawfully  practice 
games  there,  under  pain  of  \od. 

"  And  it  is  ordained  likewise  by  the  court,  with  the  assent 
of  the  twelve  jurors  (aforesaid)  that  nobody  in  the  borough 
shall  henceforth  play  at  dice  or  cards  {cardos)^  under  pain  of 
every  one  who  shall  be  found  in  default  thus  of  6j.  8^.  And 
that  nobody  shall  allow  games  of  this  sort  to  be  practised  in 
his  house,  save  during  twelve  days  at  Christmas,  under  pain 
of  los.  "  ' 

1 49 1,  October  24.  "That  nobody  shall  henceforth  play 
at  dice  or  cards  in  the  borough,  save  only  during  ten  days 
at  Christmas,  under  pain  of  every  one  who  shall  so  play 
of  40^.  every  time,  and  of  every  one  of  those  who  shall 
allow  such  games  in  their  houses  of  6s.  %d.  "  ^ 

In  the  interest  of  the  lord,  the  court  of  the  borough 
of  Dunster  occasionally  reported  on  treasure  trove,  on 
felons'  goods,  and  other  accidental  sources  of  profit. 
As  between  individuals,  it  heard  pleas  of  assault,  tres- 
pass,  debt,   detinue,   breach   of  covenant,  and  other 

'  D.C.M.  XIII.  I.  This  local  ordinance  mentonim,  vol.  iii.  p.  273;  vol.  iv.  p.  122. 
was  a  belated  echo  of  a  statute  of  1389  ^  D.C.M.  xii.  4. 

which  was  confirmed  in  1419.  St.  13.  ■'  D.C.M.  xiii.  i. 

Ric.  H.  no.  I.  cap.  13  ;  Rotuli  Parlia- 
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matters.  The  rolls,  however,  give  very  little  inform- 
ation about  private  suits,  beyond  the  mere  names  of 
the  parties.  It  seems  clear  that  they  were  kept  mainly 
to  record  the  fees  and  the  amercements  accruing  to 
the  lord. 

When  John  Luttrell  succeeded  his  father.  Sir  Hugh, 
in  1430,  the  bailiff  was  ordered  to  distrain  the  Abbot 
of  Cleeve  and  many  other  freeholders  to  do  fealty  to 
him  at  the  next  court.  ^  Suitors  who  did  not  attend 
were  liable  to  a  fine  of  3^.  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
but  the  more  substantial  of  them  found  it  preferable 
to  compound  for  their  absence  for  a  twelvemonth  by 
a  single  payment  of  4^.  6^.  or  is.  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. In  1 5 17,  Sir  John  Trevelyan  went  to 
the  trouble  of  obtaining  a  writ  '  of  provision  '  from 
Westminster,  directing  the  '  bailiffs '  of  the  borough 
of  Dunster  to  admit  his  attorney,  the  '  common 
council  '  of  the  realm  having  provided  that  every 
free  man  owing  suit  to  the  court  of  a  superior  lord 
might  appoint  another  person  to  appear  in  his  stead.  ^ 
This  did  not  tend  to  raise  the  credit  of  the  borough 
court  in  local  estimation. 

For  more  than  a  century  after  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  the  records  of  this  court  are  very  scanty, 
but  there  are  brief  notes  of  pleas  of  debt  heard  therein 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  staff  of  officers  elected 
annually  seems  to  have  been  increased,  about  161 6, 
by  the  appointment  of  two  searchers  and  sealers  of 
leather.  ^  In  1 6 1 7  and  the  following  year,  the  deputy 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Market  of  the  King's  Household 
attempted  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  constables 
of  the  borough,  but  George  Luttrell  applied  to  the 
Exchequer  for  redress,  contending  with  truth  that  he 

'  D.C.M.  XII.  2.  to  be  to  the  Statute  of  Meiton  of  1236. 

»  D.C.M.  xiu.  3.  The  reference  seems  ''  D.C.M.  Iii.  13. 
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and  his  ancestors,  lords  of  Dunster,  had  been  used 
"  to  keepe  courtes  leete  "  there  twice  a  year  from 
time  out  of  mind.  ^ 

By  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second,  the  borough 
court  had  lost  much  of  its  ancient  authority,  and  its 
meetings  had  become  reduced  to  two  in  the  year,  one 
in  Easter  term  and  the  other  in  Michaelmas  term, 
survivals  of  the  '  lawdays  '  of  the  middle  ages.  Suc- 
cessive stewards  seem  to  have  introduced  various 
changes  of  name  and  practice.  In  1682,  the  amerce- 
ments for  non-attendance  were  bd.  apiece  for  free 
suitors  and  3^.  for  other  '  resiants,  '  or  residents, 
within  the  borough.  '  The  lord's  tenants,  '  that  is 
to  say  lease-holders,  were  afterwards  subjected  to  a 
fine  of  1J-.  apiece  for  similar  default.  In  1732,  there 
is  mention  of  "  the  jury  at  a  court  leet  and  court 
baron  held  for  the  borough,  "  and  seven  years  later  a 
nominal  distinction  was  established  between  the  court 
leet  for  the  borough  and  the  court  baron  of  the  manor, 
the  former  having  a  '  jury  '  of  twelve  men  and  the 
latter  a  '  homage  '  of  four  or  five,  not  always  capable 
of  signing  their  own  names.  Both  were,  however, 
summoned  for  the  same  day  and  place.  The  court 
in  Easter  term  was  discontinued  in  1762. 

The  records  of  the  borough  court  in  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries  afford  some  scraps  of  topo- 
graphical information,  but  are  otherwise  rather  mono- 
tonous. The  bread-weighers,  as  of  old,  used  to  'present' 
bakers  who  sold  loaves  below  the  prescribed  standard. 
The  clerks  of  the  market  were  also  watchful  over 
weights  and  measures.  The  ale-tasters  used  to  demand 
from  the  different  publicans  a  sample  quart  of  beer, 
or  a  penny,  "  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor.  " 
The  street-keepers  had  frequent  occasion  to  complain 

'  Exchequer  Decrees  and  Orders,  Series  H,  vol.  28,  f.  105. 
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of  persons  who  laid  dung  on  the  public  thoroughfares, 
or  washed  sheepskins  in  "  the  Dunster  river.  "  For 
their  guidance  an  order  was  made  in  1 7 1 2  as  follows: — 

"  That  the  street-keepers  shall  not  exact  or  receive  more 
then  one  penny  for  one  pig,  and  proportionably  for  any 
number  they  shall  take  up  within  the  burrough,  besides  the 
duty  to  the  bayliff  for  the  pound.  " 

Sometimes  the  elected  officers  were  themselves 
charged  with  neglect  of  their  respective  duties.  Nor 
was  the  lord  of  the  manor  always  immune.  Formal 
presentments  were  occasionally  made  that  he  had 
failed  to  keep  the  pavement  of  Market  Street  in 
proper  condition,  and  that  he  had  not  repaired  the 
stocks,  the  pillory  and  the  cucking-stool,  "  instrum- 
ents of  justice.  "  On  the  other  hand  the  court  was 
Jealous  of  his  rights  and  would  not  suffer  encroachment 
on  his  waste  by  the  erection  of  '  leaping-stocks  '  or 
otherwise.  In  17 14,  several  persons  were  presented 
for  erecting  porches  in  the  street  beyond  the  line  of 
their  pent-houses,  and  for  setting  up  sign-posts  before 
their  respective  doors. 

In  the  nineteenth  century,  the  court  leet  and  the 
court  baron  sat  together,  once  a  year.  The  chief 
business  of  the  former  was  to  impose  fines  of  \d. 
apiece  on  all  male  residents  in  Dunster  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  seventy  who  had  failed  to  appear. 
In  point  of  fact  the  collector  was  usually  satisfied  if 
he  could  levy  \d.  to  maintain  the  principle  that  suit 
was  due.  The  court  baron  affected  to  impose  fines  of 
IS.  6d.  on  freeholders  and  is.  on  leaseholders  who  did 
not  attend.  The  same  persons  often  served  on  the  jury 
and  on  the  homage.  After  transacting  a  minimum  of 
purely  formal  business  in  the  Town-hall,  the  members 
used  to  adjourn  to  the  Luttrell  Arms  Hotels  to  be 
regaled  at  the  cost  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.     The 
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courts,  having  long  ceased  to  be  of  any  use  whatever, 
were  discontinued  in  1891. 

The  periodical  courts  of  the  borough  were,  in  the 
middle  ages,  quite  distinct  from  those  of  the  manor. 
The  reeve  of  Dunster,  the  acting  chief  of  the  agricult- 
ural community  was,  in  1 1 83,  fined  for  exporting  corn 
from  the  realm.  ^  In  the  various  court-rolls,  accounts, 
and  '  extents  '  of  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fif- 
teenth centuries  that  have  been  preserved  at  the  Public 
Record  Office  and  in  the  muniment-room  at  the 
Castle,  there  seems  at  first  sight  to  be  a  serious  con- 
fusion between  the  manors  of  Dunster  and  Carhampton. 
Considering  that  many  manors  had  outlying  members, 
the  mere  facts  that  Gillcotts  at  the  eastern  end  of 
Carhampton  is  at  one  time  reckoned  as  part  of  Dun- 
ster, while  at  another  time  Carhampton  is  made  to 
include  Conigar,  in  the  very  heart  of  Dunster,  would 
not  of  themselves  present  any  difficulty,  if  the  docu- 
ments did  not  appear  to  contradict  each  other  on 
points  of  greater  importance,  such  as  the  situation  of 
the  mills.  The  explanation  is,  however,  very  simple. 
For  agricultural  and  economic  purposes,  there  was  no 
distinction  between  Carhampton  and  that  part  of 
Dunster  which  lay  without  the  borough. 

"The  delimitation  of  one  manor  from  other  manors  of 
the  same  lord  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  convenience  :  one  may 
become  two,  two  may  become  one,  as  the  lord  chooses  to 
have  his  accounts  kept,  his  rents  collected,  his  produce 
garnered  in  this  way  or  in  that.  "  ^ 

The  manors  of  Dunster  and  Carhampton  were  for 
centuries  administered  as  one  estate,  the  reeve  taking 
his  title  sometimes  from  one  place,  sometimes  from 
the  other.     Whenever  there  is  a  reeve's  account  for 

'  Pipe  Roll.  English  Law,  vol.  i.  p.  604. 

2   Pollock   &   Maitland's  History  of 
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one,  there  is  none  for  the  other,  the  two  series  of 
accounts  being  in  fact  a  single  series,  through  which 
certain  yearly  receipts  and  payments  can  be  traced 
continuously.  ^ 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second,  the  courts  of 
the  combined  manors  of  Dunster  and  Carhampton 
used  to  be  attended  by  the  tithingmen  of  Carhampton 
and  Rodhuish,  the  woodwards  of  Langcombe  and 
Langridge,  the  parker  of  Marshwood  and  the  gardener 
of  Lady  de  Mohun. 

The  rural  population  of  the  combined  manors  of 
Dunster  and  Carhampton  comprised  two  classes  of 
tenants,  the  freeholders,  and  those  who  held  upon 
servile  conditions.  The  former  are  in  1266  styled 
"  tenants  by  charter.  "  Some  of  them  paid  rents  in 
money  quarterly,  some  half-yearly,  and  some  at 
Michaelmas  only.  There  were  also  various  rents 
payable  in  kind,  such  as  capons,  wax,  and  pepper. 
Almost  all  the  freeholders  owed  suit  of  court  twice  a 
year  at  Hocktide  (soon  after  Easter)  and  Michaelmas. 

The  quarterly  rents  paid  by  the  customary  tenants 
or  villeins  amounted  to  more  than  those  paid  by  the 
freeholders.  Certain  sums  were  also  levied  from  them 
at  Michaelmas  under  the  name  of  '  larder-silver.  ' 
The  value  of  the  work  which  different  persons  had 
to  do  for  the  lord  was  approximately  equal  to  their 
rent.  Among  the  services  enumerated  in  1266  are 
ploughing  in  winter,  harrowing,  weeding,  sowing  in 
Lent,  mowing,  spreading  and  carrying  hay,  making 
the  hay-rick,  reaping  wheat,  barley  and  oats,  cleansing 
the  weir  on  the  river,  digging  in  the  vineyard,  and 
gathering  withies  for  hurdles.  One  tenant  was  bound 
to  provide  a  man,  horse  and  wagon,  when  necessary, 

'  Prynne  increased  the  difficulty  of      reeve  of    Dunster   with   those  of  the 
search  by  mixing  the  accounts  of  the      bailiff  of  the  boroufh. 
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to  go  as  far  as  Bridgewater  in  one  direction,  or  the 
border  of  the  county  on  the  road  to  Exeter  in  another. 
Philip  the  Carter  was  similarly  bound  to  deliver  writs 
issued  in  the  lord's  name.  In  consideration  of  the 
rent  and  services  minutely  specified,  each  of  the 
peasants  had  his  own  piece  of  land.  All  their  holdings 
were  small.  Wymarca  of  Marshwood  held  half  a 
virgate  of  land,  which  in  this  district  meant  twenty- 
four  acres.  ^  Eleven  others  held  a  ferling,  that  is  to 
say  twelve  acres,  apiece.  Sixteen  others  held  six  acres 
apiece,  and  there  were  some  who  held  even  less. 
The  '  extent  '  unfortunately  says  nothing  as  to  the 
length  of  tenure  enjoyed  by  these  different  persons, 
or  as  to  the  profits  accruing  to  the  lord  upon  the 
death  of  any  of  them.  ^ 

Those  of  the  peasants  who  had  to  devote  an  ex- 
ceptional amount  of  time  and  labour  to  the  service  of 
the  lord  had  some  special  exemptions  and  privileges. 

"  Whosoever  shall  be  reeve  of  Dunsterre  shall  be  quit 
of  rent  and  all  his  other  services,  and  shall  have  food  (escul- 
enta)  in  the  Castle  when  the  lord  and  lady  are  staying  there. 
And  he  shall  have  throughout  the  year  at  the  cost  of  the 
lord  a  mare  of  his  without  provender  (unani  equam  suam 
sine  prebend' ). 

"  Whosoever  shall  be  hayward  (messor)  shall  be  quit  of 
rent  and  of  service,  and  shall  have  a  virgate  of  meadow  in 
Karemor,  and  a  moiety  of  a  *  logge  '  there  beside  the  hay- 
rick, containing  seven  feet  in  length  and  seven  feet  in 
breadth,  to  guard  the  lord's  meadow  covered  with  hay  ;  and 
he  shall  have  a  *  stathel  '  of  the  said  rick  of  the  depth  of 
about  a  foot.  And  he  shall  have  *  landweyes  '  everywhere 
except  in  Prestelonde  where  the  lord  cannot  plough  ;  and  at 
every  boonwork  of  August  a  sheaf  and  [the  like]  at  every 

Mn   an   '  extent  '  of  the  adjoining  ^  In  the  '  extent '  mentioned  in  the 

manor  of  Minehead  made  in  1300,  it  is  previous  note  there  is  a  statement  that 

specifically  stated  that  half  a   virgate  "  if  the  lord  shall  wish  to  have  a  keeper 

contained  twenty-four  acres,  and  that  a  of  the  water  of  La  Waterlete,  he  (the 

ferling  contained  twelve  acres.  D.C.M.  keeper)  shall  have  a  '  slabb '  of  iron  to 

XXVI.  2.  make  his  spade  (bcscam). " 
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boonwork  for  carrying  the  lord's  corn.  And  it  is  worth 
3J.  8^.  And  he  has  in  La  Waterlete  a  cow  quit  of  herbage. 
And  it  is  worth  Gd. 

"  Whosoever  shall  be  bedel  shall  be  quit  of  rent  and 
service  and  shall  have  a  virgate  in  Karamor  and  a  cow  there 
and  a  moiety  of  the  said  '  logge,  '  and  a  sheaf  as  above,  and 
his  dinner. 

"  Whosoever  shall  be  keeper  of  La  Waterlete  shall  be 
quit  of  rent  and  service  and  shall  have  a  cow  in  La  Water- 
lete and  a  '  slab  '  of  iron  for  the  repair  of  his  spade  (bescam) 
of  the  price  of  i^d.  and  dinner  as  above. 

"  The  carpenter  shall  make  four  ploughs  (faciei  iiij  carucas 
et  exallar )  with  all  the  gear  (atillo),  a  cart  (carettam)  for 
dung  (fynia)^  and  four  wagons  and  all  reins,  and  the  outer 
gate  of  the  Barton,  and  he  shall  be  quit  of  rent  and  service, 
and  shall  have  a  virgate  in  Karamor  and  a  cow  in  Waterlete 
and  dinner  as  above. 

"  Whosoever  shall  be  a  ploughman  (carucarius)  shall  be 
quit  of  rent  and  service  and  [shall  have  the  use  of  the 
plough]  the  second  Saturday  throughout  the  year.  "  ^ 

In  an  account  of  the  reeve  of  Dunster  and  Car- 
hampton  for  1259,  he  credits  himself  in  the  first 
instance  : — 

"  In  the  allowance  of  works  for  a  year  for  the  reeve,  the 
bedel  of  Karempton,  the  carpenter,  the  hayward  {haywardo\ 
six  ploughmen,  and  the  keeper  of  the  water,  23J.  " 

Inasmuch  as  he  does  not  debit  himself  with  any 
pecuniary  receipts  for  '  works '  sold  or  commuted,  it 
would  appear  that  at  this  date  the  lord's  demesne  was 
actually  cultivated  by  the  villeins,  his  customary 
tenants.  Their  obligatory  services  were,  however, 
insufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  the  reeve  had  to 
employ  some  men  on  task-work  {ad  tascham)^  for 
which  they  were  duly  paid.  The  rental  of  Carhamp- 
ton,  which  included  the  agricultural  part  of  Dunster, 

•  D.C.M.  viii.  4  ;  Ciistutuals  of  Bailie  Abbiy  (ed.  Bird),  p.  66. 
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was  then  14/.  los.  lo^d.  in  money,  besides  rents  in 
capons,  fowls,  pepper  and  wax.  ^ 

Twenty  years  later,  the  pecuniary  rents  are  carefully 
divided — 5/.  1 3/.  lod.  from  free  men  and  1 1/.  6j-.  9^^. 
from  villeins,  whose  customary  works  were  valued  at 
a  further  sum  oi  ill.  lis.  ^\d. 

The  lord's  demesne  then  comprised  various  woods 
and  pastures  and  493  acres  of  land,  varying  in  value 
from  i\d.  to  6d.^  An  inquisition  of  1330  states  that 
I  GO  acres  of  arable  land  there  were  worth  /\.d.  apiece, 
and  that  300  other  acres  were  worth  6d.  while  58^ 
acres  of  meadow  were  worth  as  much  as  2s.  6d.  apiece. 
The  '  works  '  of  the  customary  tenants  were  then 
valued  at  10/.  5/.  /\.d.  ^  There  are  no  accounts  extant 
to  show  how  much  of  the  agricultural  work  on  the 
demesne  was  actually  done  by  the  villeins  in  the  middle 
of  the  fourteenth  century.  It  is,  however,  tolerably 
certain  that,  as  money  decreased  in  value,  they  availed 
themselves  more  and  more  of  the  right  of  commuting 
their  personal  services  for  pecuniary  payments  upon 
a  scale  fixed  long  before.  In  course  of  time,  more- 
over, many  of  them  surrendered  their  holdings  and 
took  them  back  upon  new  conditions,  to  be  held 
'  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor  '  and  '  by  copy 
of  court-roll.  '  * 

Several  incidental  mentions  of  the  Barton,  or  home- 
farm,  of  the  medieval  lords  of  Dunster  show  that  it 
stood  under  the  shadow  of  the  Tor  near  the  Barn- 
bridge  over  the  river,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the 
grist-mills.  A  gate  led  thence  into  the  Hanger  Park.  ^ 
There  was  also  a  court  and  grange  at  Marsh  belonging 
to  the  Castle.  "^     In  many  manors,  such  as  Minehead, 

1  D.C.M.  XVII.  2.  *  D.C.M.  XVIII.  5,  6. 

-  Inq.  post  mortem,  C.  Edw.  I.  file  '"  D.C.M.  xi.  3. 

22  (i).  *  D.C.M.  xviii.  2. 
3  Ibid.  C.  Edw.  III.  iile  22  (11). 
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small  pieces  of  the  demesne  were  intermingled  with 
plots  of  land  belonging  to  different  tenants.  In  Duns- 
ter  and  Carhampton,  however,  most  of  the  demesne 
consisted  of  large  fields  enclosed  by  hedges.  One 
outlying  piece  of  pasture  called  '  Kingsallers '  recalls 
by  its  name  the  fact  that  Carhampton  had  belonged 
to  William  the  Conqueror  and  to  King  Edward  before 
him.  Another  piece  of  the  demesne  was  known  as 
'  Old  Court. '  The  Waterlete  already  mentioned  lay 
to  the  north-east  of  the  town  and  was  divided  into 
three  fields,  Chapelwaterlete,  comprising  about  96 
acres  near  Giltchapel,  Chiselwaterlete,  nearer  to  the 
sea,  and  Marshwaterlete,  near  Marsh,  each  of  these 
two  comprising  about  69  acres.  All  three  were  well 
irrigated  and  very  fertile.  These,  with  perhaps  some 
others,  were  known  for  centuries  as  '  the  lord's  fields. ' 
The  common  fields,  divided  into  strips,  were  mostly 
on  the  north  side  of  Grabbist. 

In  the  later  part  of  the  fourteenth  century,  Lady 
de  Mohun,  having  left  Dunster  and  closed  the  Castle, 
virtually  ceased  to  maintain  the  farm  there.  The 
demesne  was  let  in  sections,  and  the  rent  therefrom 
was  sent  to  her  in  London  or  in  Kent.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  maintain 
an  effisctive  claim  upon  the  services  of  villeins.  By 
I  377,  the  number  of  '  autumn  works  '  in  this  manor 
had,  through  various  causes,  fallen  to  forty-nine  and  a 
half,  which  were  '  sold,  '  or  commuted,  for  zd.  apiece. 
Most  of  these  were  practically  remitted  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  the  Waterletes  were  let  "  to  divers 
tenants,  "  probably  some  of  the  very  persons  who 
were  liable  for  their  cultivation.  Under  the  system 
then  introduced,  the  owner  of  the  Castle  got  2j.  6^. 
from  every  acre  sown  in  the  spring  and  reaped  in  the 
summer,  with   something  additional    for  the  right  of 
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turning  beasts  on  to  the  land  in  autumn  and  winter. 
Each  of  these  three  great  fields  was  in  turn  allowed 
to  lie  fallow  for  a  year.  ^ 

Sir  Hugh  Luttrell  did  not  materially  alter  the 
agricultural  arrangements  which  he  found  in  force 
when  he  obtained  the  Mohun  estate.  Maintaining 
a  home-farm  at  East  Quantockshead,  he  made  no 
attempt  to  grow  cereals  on  the  demesne  at  Dunster, 
or  to  keep  cattle  or  sheep  there.  Hay  was,  however, 
necessary  for  his  horses,  and  so  he  took  some  of  the 
meadows  into  his  own  hands.  He  also  resumed  pos- 
session of  various  pieces  of  the  demesne  adjoining  the 
Hanger  Park,  for  the  enlargement  of  it  and  for  the 
use  of  his  household.  In  his  time,  certain  tenants  at 
Broadwood  paid  2s.  ()d.  year  after  year  for  '  autumn 
works  '  commuted  into  money.  ^  Occasional  services 
known  as  '  boonworks  '  were  sometimes  exacted  from 
the  customary  tenants  now  greatly  reduced  in  num- 
ber. Ten  men  who  were  called  upon  to  dig  in 
Chapel waterlete  in  141  5  ""  de  prece  \  received  only 
two  pennyworth  of  bread.  Some  men  and  women 
working  in  the  same  year  among  the  beans  in  the 
field  known  as  Avelham  were  given  mutton,  pork, 
oatmeal,  bread,  cheese,  salt  and  beer,  but  no  wages.  ^ 

In  the  inquisitions  taken  after  the  deaths  of  Sir 
Hugh  Luttrell  in  1428  and  Sir  John  Luttrell  in  1430, 
'  rents  of  assise  '  amounting  to  i  o/.  ^s.  j\d.  are  de- 
scribed as  payable  by  free  tenants.  There  is,  however, 
no  mention  of  villeins  or  copyholders.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  demesne  at  Dunster  and  Carhampton  is 
returned  as  larger  than  on  former  occasions,  and  the 
lord  is  credited  with  owning  no  less  than  sixty-six 
messuages  of  the  yearly  value  of  8^.  apiece.  *     Al- 

'  D.C.M.  IX.  3  ;  XIV.  15,  19.  4  inq.  post  mortem,  6  Hen.  VI.  no.  32; 

=  D.C.M.  X.  I.  9  Hen.  VI.  no.  51. 

3  D.C.M.  XI.  I. 
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though  the  villein  could  obtain  protection  in  the 
manorial  court,  the  royal  courts  were  wont  to  regard 
his  land  as  part  of  the  lord's  demesne.  ^  None  of 
the  local  rolls  contain  any  reference  to  the  fact  that 
Carhampton  had  formed  part  of  the  '  ancient  demesne  ' 
of  the  Crown,  which  might  have  conferred  certain 
privileges  on  the  tenants.  * 

There  are  several  references  to  villeinage  in  the 
court-rolls  of  Dunster  and  Carhampton  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Sixth.  In  1439,  Nicholas  son  of  Payn 
Ekedene  paid  3J-.  4^.  as  head-money  for  leave  to  be 
absent  for  a  twelvemonth.  ^  Ten  years  later,  there 
is  the  following  entry  : — 

"  The  bailiff  is  in  mercy  because  he  has  not  distrained 
John  Stone,  the  lord's  bondman  of  blood,  to  answer  the 
lord  for  having  sent  his  son  John  to  the  schools  without 
licence,  contrary  to  the  custom,  2^-  "  * 

The  roll  for  1429  contains  a  full  transcript  of  an 
inquisition  taken  at  Crowcombe  before  the  steward 
of  Richard  Biccombe,  lord  of  that  manor,  certifying 
that  a  certain  Richard  West  and  his  sons  had  always 
been  free  men.  '  Some  member  of  the  family  may 
have  wished  to  migrate. 

One  of  the  most  onerous  conditions  of  unfree  status 
was  the  liability  of  having  to  serve  as  reeve.  His 
duty  it  was  to  exact  from  the  other  villeins  the  manual 
works  that  they  owed  to  the  lord,  and  it  is  easy  to 
imagine  the  bickering  that  must  have  arisen  when  he 
called  men  away  from  their  little  holdings.  One 
might  dispute  the  amount  of  service  claimed  ;  another 
might  simply  attempt  to  procrastinate,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  attend  to  his  own  crops  in  favourable  weather. 

1  Pollock  and  Maitland's  History  of         '  D.C.M.  xviii.  4. 

English  Law,  vol.  i.  p.  363.  *  D.C.M.  xvm.  6. 

-  Ibid.  pp.  383-406.  *  D.C.M.  XVIII.  5. 
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Small  wonder  then  that  the  more  prosperous  villeins 
were  generally  anxious  to  avoid  an  unprofitable  and 
thankless  task.  In  1430,  nobody  could  be  found  to 
undertake  it  at  Carhampton,  and  the  '  homage  '  was 
accordingly  amerced  at  the  '  lawday  '  of  Michaelmas 
term.  ^  As  the  lands  held  in  villeinage  were  gradually 
converted  into  copyholds  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Sixth,  the  tenants,  taking  them  under  fresh  conditions, 
were  careful  to  stipulate  in  court  that  they  and  their 
successors  should  not  be  called  upon  to  serve  the  office 
of  reeve.  ^  This  led  to  a  fresh  tax  upon  those  who 
had  not  been  thus  emancipated.  In  the  account  for 
1 460,  the  heading  "  new  rent  "  records  the  receipt  of 
a  shilling  apiece  from  thirty-eight  persons  for  exempt- 
ion from  service  as  reeve  of  Dunster  and  Carhampton. "* 
An  exactly  similar  levy  was  made  at  Minehead  in  the 
following  year.  *  Considering  that  there  could  not 
be  more  than  one  reeve  in  each  manor,  it  seems 
obvious  that  the  lord  got  a  fresh  source  of  income. 
The  "  new  rent  for  dyscharging  of  the  reveshippe  " 
is  mentioned  in  the  Carhampton  accounts  as  late  as 
1529.  ^  By  this  time  conditions  had  altered  so  ma- 
terially that  no  reeve  was  really  wanted.  Rents  of 
assise  "  both  of  freemen  and  bondmen  {natworuni) 
are  mentioned  in  1533.  ^ 

There  is  a  memorandum  of  the  year  1 648  that  a 
certain  Rice  Richards,  who  then  held  a  house  in 
Gallockstreet  at  Dunster  on  a  lease  for  lives,  was 
bound  "  to  pay,  besides  \s.  rent  per  annum,  one 
journey  with  a  horse  and  cart  or  butt  from  Minehead, 
or  1 2d.  in  Hew  therof  per  annum.  "  ^ 

In   addition  to  the   customary  services  and  '  boon- 

1  D.C.M.  XVIII.  6.  5  D.C.M.  xix.  4,  8  ;  XX.  38. 

*  Ihid.  6  D.C.M.  XIX.  9. 

*  D.C.M.  XVIII.  4.  7  D.C.M.  III.  12. 

*  D.C.M.  I.  27. 
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works '  of  villeins  in  Dunster  and  Carhampton,  the 
medieval  lord  of  the  manor  received  some  agricultural 
help  from  men  of  a  much  higher  social  position.  By 
a  somewhat  uncommon  arrangement,  the  Prior  of  the 
Benedictine  cell  at  Dunster,  the  lords  of  the  manors 
of  Avill  and  Withycombe,  and  the  owner  of  land 
called  Gillcotts  (Gildencote)  were  alike  bound  to 
provide  a  wagon  with  two  men  and  eight  oxen  to 
carry  corn  or  hay  for  a  day  apiece.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Mohuns  and  their  successors,  the  Luttrells,  had  to 
supply  food  for  the  wagoners,  these  'carriage-works' 
were  valued  at  only  a  shilling  apiece.  ^  In  1376,  one 
of  them  was  actually  performed,  the  other  three  being 
'  sold,  '  or  commuted.  The  history  of  the  work 
due  from  the  manor  of  Withycombe  is  obscure,  and  the 
works  due  from  Gillcotts  and  the  Prior  of  Dunster 
cannot  have  continued  after  the  acquisition  of  both 
these  places  by  the  Luttrells  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
With  regard  to  the  fourth  work,  however,  there  is 
an  interesting  entry  in  a  rental  of  1648,  showing  that 
John  Stocker,  esquire,  paid  a  shilling  a  year  as  a  '  high 
rent '  in  respect  of  Avill  to  George  Luttrell,  as  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Carhampton  Barton.  This  was  quite 
distinct  from  his  feodary  rent  to  the  Barony  of  Dun- 
ster, his  common  fine  to  the  Hundred  of  Carhampton, 
and  his  Candlemas  rent.  ^  Although  he  was  presum- 
ably ignorant  of  its  origin,  it  may  clearly  be  said  to 
represent  the  old  commutation  for  non-performance 
of  a  '  carriage-work.  '  By  1 746,  it  had  disappeared 
from  the  rental. 

The  Mohun  Cartulary  contains  a  copy  of  part  of 
a  very  curious  treatise  on  husbandry  written  in  French 
in  the  first  half  of  the  fourteenth    century   for  the 

>  D.C.M.  IX.  2,  3  ;  xvm.  2,  4  ;  xix.  4 ;  »  D.C.M.  iii.  12. 

XX.  38  ;  XXXII.  13. 
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benefit  of  the  lord  of  Dunster  or  one  of  his  principal 
agents.  In  explaining  the  system  that  should  be  fol- 
lowed, it  probably  illustrates  that  which  was  in  force 
at  the  time.  The  earlier  portion  being  unfortunately 
missing,  the  document  deals  only  with  arrangements 
subsequent  to  the  harvest.  It  prescribes  three  valua- 
tions of  the  crops  to  be  made  after  the  gathering  of 
them  into  barns,  and  before  the  threshing.  The  first 
of  these  was  to  be  made  by  the  sworn  '  homage, '  men 
presumably  chosen  at  the  court  baron  of  the  manor. 
The  writer,  however,  states  that  it  would  not  be  well 
to  attach  too  much  credit  to  this  valuation,  as  the 
members  of  the  '  homage  '  might  be  afraid  of  being 
held  responsible  if  the  yield  should  not  eventually 
come  up  to  their  expectations.  The  second  valuation 
was  to  be  made  by  the  bailiff,  sworn  upon  the  book 
of  the  Gospels.  The  third  was  to  be  made  by  the 
auditors  of  the  lord's  accounts,  or,  in  their  absence, 
by  the  steward  or  the  constable,  with  two  or  three 
trustworthy  neighbours  experienced  in  such  matters, 
and  two  or  three  of  the  older  threshers  who  knew  the 
barns  and  were  competent  to  estimate  the  yield  of  every 
sheaf  and  mow  {chescun  tasse  e  meye).  After  these  three 
valuations,  the  lord  would  be  able,  with  the  advice 
of  his  council,  to  say  how  much  grain  would  be  want- 
ed for  his  household,  and  how  much  could  be  offered 
for  sale. 

The  treatise  then  prescribes  the  appointment  by 
the  lord  and  his  council  of  a  faithful  '  granger, '  who 
was  to  be  supplied  with  a  horse.  It  was  considered 
that  one  such  officer  would  suffice  for  the  manors 
of  Dunster,  Minehead,  and  Kilton,  all  belonging  to 
the  Mohun  demesne.  When  the  lord  or  the  lady 
was  in  residence  at  the  Castle,  he  was  to  have  his 
meals  at  their  board  ;  at  other  times  he  was  to  eat  in 
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the  Benedictine  Priory,  or,  failing  this,  in  the  house 
of  some  respectable  townsman,  avoiding,  however,  the 
tables  of  the  bailiff  and  the  reeve,  so  that  he  should 
not  be  tempted  into  dishonest  ways.  These  arrange- 
ments suggest  that  the  granger  was  not  to  be  one  of 
the  tenants  ordinarily  resident  on  the  spot. 

The  granger  was  to  be  made  to  swear  that  whenever 
he  should  come  to  Dunster  to  superintend  the  thresh- 
ing, he  would  securely  lock  and  seal  the  doors  of 
the  barns  every  evening.  Furthermore,  he  was  not 
to  be  trusted  with  the  custody  of  the  keys,  and  he 
was  to  be  required  to  deliver  them  duly  sealed  to  the 
constable  of  the  Castle,  to  the  Prior,  or  to  some  other 
trusty  person  nominated  by  the  lord.  When  at  Mine- 
head  or  at  Kilton  for  a  like  purpose,  boarding  with  the 
Vicar,  he  was  to  deliver  the  keys  to  his  host  every 
evening.  Considering  that  these  parsons  were  not 
dependent  upon  the  lord  of  Dunster,  it  may  seem 
strange  that  they  should  be  expected  to  receive  his 
servant  and   undertake   responsibility   on    his   behalf. 

The  treatise  alludes  more  than  once  to  a  '  chariour 
e  bernbrutte^ '  who  seems  to  have  had  some  author- 
ity over  the  threshers.  Among  various  sayings 
quoted  by  the  author,  there  is  one  to  the  effect  that 
even  if  a  man  employed  his  own  brother  as  a  thresher 
he  must  watch  him  with  eyes  before  and  behind. 
The  husks  were  to  be  re-threshed  if  necessary,  and  no 
residues  were  to  be  given  away  for  the  sustenance  of 
the  destriers,  palfreys,  or  horses  of  the  steward,  the 
constable,  the  bailiff  or  the  reeve.  Placed  in  a  separ- 
ate store-house,  they  would  be  useful  for  the  lord's 
capons,  hens,  chickens  and  pigeons. 

Another  saying  quoted  runs  : — 

"  Qui  de  poy  ne  tient  conte 
de  leger  va  a  haunte.  " 
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The  anonymous  author  suggests  that  the  bailiff  or 
some  other  officer  should,  during  the  threshing  in 
August,  cause  the  produce  of  every  tenth  or  twentieth 
sheaf  of  corn  to  be  put  aside,  as  a  criterion  of  the 
amount  that  the  whole  crop  should  yield.  The  bailiff 
and  the  '  chariour '  or  '  bernbrutte  '  were  alike  to  be 
forbidden  to  distribute  or  sell  grain  to  any  person 
whatever  otherwise  than  by  the  standard  bushel 
sanctioned  by  royal  ordinance,  "  without  heap  or 
cantle. 

The  treatise  concludes  with  a  recommendation 
that  the  '  launds  '  of  Marshwood  Park,  comprising 
four  hundred  acres,  should  be  ploughed  and  sown, 
and  that  the  remainder  of  it  should  be  enclosed  to 
contain  the  deer.  If  cowhouses  and  storehouses 
were  established  there,  Marshwood  might,  in  the 
writer's  opinion,  be  made  to  yield  more  profit  than 
all  the  demesne  of  Dunster. 

Among  the  endowments  given  by  William  de 
Mohun  to  the  monks  of  Bath,  before  the  year  i  loo, 
was  the  tithe  of  his  vines  at  Dunster,  which  would 
not  have  been  mentioned  in  his  charter  unless  account- 
ed of  some  value.  ^  The  expense  of  cultivating  the 
vineyard  there  and  the  sale  of  the  Ybcal  wine  are  alike 
mentioned  in  1 177.  ^  An  '  extent  '  of  the  manor  of 
Dunster  made  in  1266,  shows  that  thirty-four  of  the 
villeins  were  required  to  dig  half  a  perch  apiece  in 
the  lord's  vineyard  [in  vite)  every  year,  each  of  these 
works  being  assessed  at  ^d.  ^  It  further  states  that 
the  vineyard  comprised  seven  acres.  *  The  produce 
of  the  vineyard  was,  in  1 279,  valued  at  i  8j-.  ^  In 
1284,  there  is  mention  of  a  wine-press   [pressorium) 

1  Two  Chartularies  of  Bath  (S.R.S.),  *  Mohun  Cartulary. 

C.  no.  34.  *  Inq.  post  mortem,  C.  Edvv.  I.  file 

«  Pipe  Roll,  23  Hen.  II.  22  (i). 
*  D.C.M.  VIII.  4. 
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and  in  i  376  of  a  '  keeper  of  the  vines  '  who  received  a 
regular  salary,  his  duties  doubtless  requiring  special 
skill  and  care.  '  The  exact  position  of  the  Dunster 
vineyard  is  specified  in  a  deed  of  the  year  141 9,  which 
shows  it  to  have  occupied  the  sunny  slope  at  the  back 
of  the  house  now  known  as  the  Luttrell  Arms  Hotel. ' 
There  was  also  a  vineyard  at  Minehead,  and  the 
last  Lady  de  Mohun  used  to  have  wine  sent  to  her 
therefrom  after  she  had  ceased  to  reside  in  Somerset. ' 

Her  successor  at  Dunster,  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell,  event- 
ually abolished  the  vineyard,  turning  it  into  ordinary 
pasture  within  the  Hanger  Park.  He  had  crossed 
the  seas  several  times,  and  he  may  well  have  preferred 
the  wine  of  Bordeaux  to  any  that  could  be  made  on 
his  own  estate.  The  name  of  '  le  Wynard, '  how- 
ever, survived  some  time  in  the  yearly  accounts  of 
the  reeve  of  Carhampton  Barton  and  Dunster.  * 

A  rental  of  the  manor  of  Carhampton  Barton  in 
1648,  and  a  survey  made  seven  years  later,  show  several 
classes  of  tenants.  A  few  freeholders  were  still  paying 
*  high  rents  '  of  small  amount  although  of  great 
antiquity.  There  were  forty-seven  copyhold  estates 
and  twenty-eight  leasehold  estates.  Practically,  how- 
ever, there  was  not  much  difference  between  them. 
Copyholders  and  leaseholders  alike  paid  low  rents, 
the  lord  exacting  a  heavy  fine  on  the  expiration  of  a 
tenancy,  and  a  heriot  on  the  death  of  each  tenant  of 
an  estate  created  for  two  or  three  lives.  By  this  date 
the  manor  had  ceased  to  extend  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  parish,  though  in  itself  much  smaller  than  the 
parish.  In  at  least  one  of  the  subsisting  leases  there 
was  a  stipulation  that  the  tenant  should  have  her 
corn  ground  at  the  Dunster  mill.      In  other  respects, 

1  Miscellanea  (Chancery),  bundle  3,  '  D.C.M.  xxvi.  2. 

no.  21,  (5-7)  ;  D.C.M.  ix.  2.  *  D.C.M.  xi.  i  ;  xviii.  2. 

»  D.C.M.  I.  4  ;  VIII.  2. 
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the  separation  of  Carhampton  from  Dunster  was  com- 
plete. The  manorial  courts  of  Carhampton  were 
discontinued  in  1867. 

A  similar  survey  of  the  manor  of  Dunster  in  1650 
specifies  thirty-one  leasehold  estates,  yielding  altogether 
only  1 2/.  ijs.  a  year,  held  for  lives  and  subject  to  fines 
on  renewal  and  heriots  on  succession.  The  copyholders 
had  entirely  disappeared.  On  the  other  hand  there  is 
a  list  of  "  Dunster  rents  called  St.  Burye's  Rents,  " 
collected  quarterly  by  the  bailiff  of  the  borough.  ^ 
Considering  that  there  was  no  connexion  between 
Dunster  and  the  Cornish  St.  Buryan,  the  name  seems 
at  first  sight  rather  puzzling.  It  appears,  however, 
that,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  first  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell, 
his  eldest  son,  John,  demised  certain  burgages  and 
lands  to  Reynold  Seynesbury  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
and  afterwards  settled  them  on  their  daughter,  Cather- 
ine the  wife  of  Thomas  Cook  of  Exeter.  ^  Some  of 
the  details  of  the  transaction  are  obscure,  but  it  seems 
to  have  comprised  all  lands  in  the  western  part  of 
Dunster  that  were  then  in  the  lord's  hand,  either  as  part 
of  the  original  demesne,  as  purchases,  or  as  escheats. 
The  accounts  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  record 
the  receipt  of  rents  for  '  Saynsbery  londes.  '  ^ 

At  the  time  of  the  Domesday  Survey  of  1086, 
there  were  two  mills  at  '  Torre  '  which  yielded  i  os. 
a  year  to  William  de  Mohun.  The  gradual  but 
steady  increase  in  their  value  is  not  without  interest 
from  an  economical  point  of  view.  As  early  as  the 
year  1279,  it  had  risen  to  2/.  13^.4^.*  In  1329,  Sir 
John  de  Mohun  demised  his  two  corn-mills  [molyns 
blaers)    at  Dunster,  with  the  services  of  his  men  due 

'  D.C.M.  III.  12.  <  Inq.  post  mortem,  C.  Edw.  I.  file 

'  D.C.M.  VIII.  2.  22  (i). 

»  D.C.M.  XIX.  9. 
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thereto,  to  one  of  the  burgesses  named  Walter  Rughe, 
at  a  rent  of  24  marks,  that  is  to  say  16/.  ^  In  1405, 
the  advisory  council  of  Sir  Hugh  Luttrell  granted  a 
lease  of  them  for  sixty  years  at  a  rent  of  10/.  upon 
condition  that  the  tenants  should  do  all  repairs,  if 
supplied  with  such  timber  as  might  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose.  ^ 

Inasmuch  as  the  mills  belonged  absolutely  to  the 
lord,  the  rent  arising  from  them  was  never  confounded 
with  the  rent  of  the  little  freeholders.  In  some  doc- 
uments indeed  it  is  entered  under  the  heading  of  the 
manor  of  Carhampton  Barton,  as  distinguished  from 
that  of  the  borough  of  Dunster.  ^  The  '  services  ' 
mentioned  above  consisted  of  course  in  every  tenant's 
bringing  his  corn  to  be  ground  at  these  mills.  The 
privileged  miller  had  no  rivals  to  fear,  the  mill  at 
Avill,  in  the  parish  of  Dunster,  being  in  a  different 
manor,  and  not  belonging  to  the  lord  of  the  Castle. 
Needless  to  say  that  the  records  of  the  court  of  Dunster 
contain  frequent  complaints  that  he  levied  exorbitant 
charges  upon  his  helpless  clients. 

In  1427,  William  Person,  the  lessee  of  the  two 
ancient  mills,  erected  a  third,  adjoining  the  Lower  Mill, 
the  new  rent  of  which  was  fixed  at  only  2/.  6s.  8^. 
in  consideration  of  his  capital  outlay.  *  Thus  in 
143 1  and  long  afterwards,  there  were  three  mills, 
known  respectively  as  the  '  Overmylle,  '  the  '  Nether- 
mylle,  '  and  the  '  Newmylle.  '  ^  In  1620,  the  first 
of  these  was  called  '  the  Higher  Mill,  '  while  the 
other  two,  united  under  one  roof,  were  called  '  the 
Lower  Mill.  '  "^  By  1739,  the  rent  of  the  water 
grist-mills  had   been  raised  to  22/.      In  1777,  it  was 

'  D.C.M.  viii.  2.  *  D.C.M.  XI.  3  ;  xviii.  4. 

*  D.C.M.  X.  2.  *  Iiiq.  post  mortiin,9  Hen.  VI.  no.  51. 

*  D.C.M.  XVIII.  2,  4;  XIX.  Q  ;  Inq.  post  "^  I). CM.  xv.  10. 
mortem,  9  Hen.  VI.  no.  51, 
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35/.  loj.  The  Upper  Mill  has  entirely  disappeared. 
The  Lower  Mill,  with  two  wheels,  was  partly  rebuilt 
in  1 80 1  upon  the  old  site,  and  perhaps  to  some  extent 
according  to  the  old  design,  some  of  the  windows 
being  pointed.  Nestling  amid  lofty  trees  immediately 
under  the  precipitous  slope  of  the  Tor,  and  close  to 
a  clear  stream  fringed  with  dock-leaves  and  meadow- 
sweet, the  grist-mill  of  Dunster  has  long  been  a  favour- 
ite subject  with  artists  and  photographers.  In  1886, 
just  eight  hundred  years  after  the  compilation  of 
Domesday  Book,  the  rent  of  the  mill  was  fixed  at 
40/.,  eighty  times  the  nominal  amount  of  its  value  in 
the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror.  The  wheels, 
however,  often  stand  idle  nowadays,  the  lessee  having 
a  more  important  mill  at  Minehead. 

A  quaint  little  bridge,  just  below  the  mill,  consid- 
erably altered  by  Henry  Fownes  Luttrell  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  may  represent  the  Mill-bridge 
mentioned  in  medieval  records. 
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